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What Goes On
Monday, March 24 
7:30 p.m. ,  City Council 
Meeting: FY 2026 Budget 
Presentation, Municipal Build-
ing
Wednesday, March 26 
7:30 p.m., Council Budget 
Worksession: Overview, Rev-
enues & General Government/
Other Funds/Non-Departmen-
tal & Fund Transfers/Econom-
ic Development, Municipal 
Building

See the city ad on page 5 
and the meetings calendar 
at greenbeltmd.gov for more 
information.

The FBI headquarters reloca-
tion to Greenbelt faced a new 
challenge and potential grinding 
halt on Friday when President 
Donald Trump announced his 
intention to keep the Bureau 
in downtown Washington, D.C. 
“We’re going to stop it. I’m 
not going to let that happen,” 
said Trump about the move to 
Greenbelt. 

Speaking at the Justice Depart-
ment, Trump dismissed the relo-
cation effort, falsely claiming the 
Greenbelt site was “three hours 
away in Maryland.” He also de-
scribed Maryland as a liberal 

With the 
first crocus-
es of spring 
c o m e  t h e 
first bulldoz-
ers .  Long-
presaged, a 
55+ senior 
housing and 
handicapped-
a c c e s s i b l e 
f a c i l i t y 
has broken 
g round  on 
G r e e n b e l t 
Road, a 4.5-
acre parcel 
boxed by the Armory, University 
Square Apartments and Lake-
crest Drive. The lot is now piled 
with cut-down trees and laid out 
to admit the phalanx of heavy 
equipment arriving at the site, 
exposing the sides of University 
Square buildings that can now be 
seen from Greenbelt Road.  With 
giant concrete rings stacked at 
the ready and tidy piles of brush, 
the site appears workmanlike and 
bustling.  The assigned builder is 
NVR, owner of the Ryan Homes 
construction company, which has 
built similar properties in the 
area.

History  
The site has been owned by 

Armory Place, LLC of Rockville 
since 2005. They purchased the 
site of a former nursing home 

According to Census Bureau 
data, Greenbelt is home to over 
1,350 federal workers. That’s 
estimated to be over 14 percent 
of residents, according to 2023 
data. In addition to those civil 
servants, a lot of residents are 
government contractors. Many 
of those work at NASA Goddard 
Space Flight Center (GSFC), con-
sidered to be in Greenbelt. The 
campus has a Greenbelt address 
but sits just outside the incor-
porated city limits. NASA has 
seen Department of Government 
Efficiency (DOGE) staff at their 
headquarters (HQ) in Washing-
ton, D.C., over recent weeks and 
is preparing for a Reduction in 
Force (RIF).

Cuts to SMD
“The last two weeks at NASA 

HQ was just consumed with a 
parade of reporting requests to 
justify and re-justify and justify 
again NASA grants and contracts. 
The most recent request, by far 
the most demanding to date, ar-
rived Thursday [March 13] and 
is focused on grants specifically 
to academic institutions,” one 

On March 20, 1995, Julie 
Ferguson, a bright, smart, ambi-
tious junior at Eleanor Roosevelt 
High School, was kidnapped, 
killed and found on the side of 
the road in Glenn Dale. Many as-
sumed the killer would be found 
and justice would be done for 
this tragic, sorrowful crime. But 
after 30 years, no one has been 
indicted. 

Ferguson’s close friend Julie 
Epstein described her as light-
hearted and recalled a comical 
misadventure, now a treasured 
memory. While trying to protect 
their must-have pristine Reebok 
Classics by covering their feet 
with shopping bags, the two Ju-
lies slid down a muddy hill and 
fell on their faces. 

Remembered as a light that 
brightened shadowed rooms, Fer-
guson was full of promise, with 
avid interests including learning 
German and playing the flute. 
She worked part-time at Linens 
‘N Things in Greenway Center, 
only a quarter mile from her 
home, but her mother preferred 
that she ride home with a family 
member or friend. On the day 
she disappeared, she was wait-
ing outside the store at around 
9:30 p.m., but when her friends 
arrived around 10, Julie was 
nowhere to be found; only her 
purse and a Coke remained. Her 

Senior Condos Break Ground
Downhill from the Armory

by Cathie Meetre

Murder of Greenbelt Teen Remains
Unsolved on 30th Anniversary

by Yadira Reyes and Masoma Ngupkam

DOGE Members Roam NASA HQ
As Another Agency Braces for RIF

by Anna Bedford-Dillow

Trump Vows to Stop FBI HQ 
From Coming to Greenbelt

by Diya Shah and Anna Bedford-Dillow

Artist's rendition of 55+ housing under construction 
on Greenbelt Road near the Armory
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facility, the Greenbelt Nursing 
and Rehabilitation Center, which 
was permanently shut down by 
the State of Maryland around 
1998.   The facility fell further 
into disrepair, eventually being 
razed by Armory Place at the 
city’s request.   Since then, 
the site has been overgrown, 
buffering University Square from 
Greenbelt Road, with the original 
building all but forgotten.

Siting
Four buildings will be con-

structed. The front of the two 
buildings planned to face Green-
belt Road is set back to meet 
county and city requirements for 
noise abatement – just behind 
the required “noise contours” of 

Greenbelter who works at NASA 
headquarters told the News Re-
view. “The Science Mission Di-
rectorate (SMD) has been asked 
to plan for a 60 percent budget 
reduction,” said the source. SMD 
accomplishes its work through 
nationwide grants and contracts 
to a variety of institutions, the 
source shared, though they be-
lieve the Jet Propulsion Labora-
tory, Langley Research Center, 
Ames Research Center and, im-
portantly for Greenbelt, GSFC 
would bear the brunt of such 
cuts. Reports say the SMD bud-
get is slated to be cut by “up to 
50 percent” and have been pub-
lished by multiple news organiza-

tions, though the White House’s 
plans have not yet been publicly 
released nor that figure confirmed 
by the Trump administration.

Impending RIF
On February 26, the federal 

Office of Personnel Manage-
ment (OPM) issued a memo to 

urgently worried friends checked 
with Ferguson’s mother, who had 
not heard from her. They asked 
the manager of a neighboring 
liquor store and then called the 
police. In the following hours, 
Greenbelt police and U.S. Park 
Police with helicopters searched 
the area and Ferguson was con-
firmed missing.

Her body was found the next 

morning in Glenn Dale by a 
motorist, around four miles away 
from Greenway Center. An au-
topsy revealed that her throat 
had been slit and there was no 
sign of sexual assault. Detectives 
speculate that she might have 
been abducted near the park-
ing lot, based on observations 
of several eyewitnesses. A red 
four-door sedan was seen parked 
near where Julie was sitting and 
witnesses saw her speak to some-
one in the car. She reportedly 
seemed acquainted, and no one 
saw indications of a struggle. 
One witness, returning to the 
location, observed that Ferguson 
had disappeared. 

Advocates continue to keep 
the story alive and keep in touch 
with local authorities. Local 
content creator Jenny Meetre, 
who had several  fr iends in 

Julie Ferguson
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state before insisting its political 
leanings had no influence on his 
decision. 

Over $3 billion had already 
been set aside in the Fiscal Year 
2025 budget for acquisition and 
design of the Greenbelt site under 
the Biden administration (see the 
March 20, 2024, issue). For over 
a year the Maryland State team 
has been holding monthly coordi-
nating meetings and submeetings 
have been taking place as neces-
sary – doing, for example, the 
preparatory work of looking at 

On the morning of Wednesday, March 19, Greenbelt 
police officers discovered a fire in Franklin Park. See 
story on page 15.
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Franklin Park Fire

http://greenbeltmd.gov
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15 Crescent Road, Suite 100, Greenbelt, Maryland 20770-1887
Phone: 301-474-4131

editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com (stories, letters, photos)
ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com (ads)

business@greenbeltnewsreview.com (billing)
website: www.greenbeltnewsreview.com

CIRCULATION   Circulation Coordinator: circ@greenbeltnewsreview.com
HOA information at: www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/contact-us/distribution

Published weekly since 1937 by the Greenbelt Cooperative Publishing Association, Inc.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Pat Scully, president; Diane Oberg, vice president; Deanna Dawson, secretary; Tom Jones, 
treasurer; Carol Griffith, Erica Johns and Sandy Rodgers

PUBLICATION DEADLINES:
-  Monday 2 p.m. Articles/photos over 700 words, Display ads (not camera ready).
-  Monday 6 p.m. All letters to the editor (300 word limit).
-  Tuesday 2 p.m. Articles/photos under 700 words, photographs not associated with a story.
- Tuesday 6 p.m. Classified ads and camera-ready display ads.
-  Email submission is available.  Hardcopy submissions (delivered by respective deadline) 
may be mailed to the address above or left in the Co-op grocery store drop box or GNR 
external office door mail slot, as shown below.
-  Payment must accompany ads except by prior arrangement. 

MAIL SUBSCRIPTION: $55/year

News Review
Greenbelt
AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

Presidents: Alfred M. Skolnik, 1959-1977, Elaine Skolnik, 1977-1985 
Mary Lou Williamson, Editor

Anna Bedford-Dillow, Managing Editor

Greenbelt Community Center at 15 Crescent Rd.
OFFICE HOURS: Monday and Tuesday, 2 - 4 p.m.

GNR external office door mail slot is located up a few stairs 25 yards left of the 
Community Center’s east door near the Municipal Building.

STAFF
Matt Arbach, Ann Bauman, Kathryn Beard, Anna Bedford-Dillow, Laura Bonkosky, Jerry 
Bonnell, Letty Bonnell, Alan Burt, Rasheeda Childress, Maurice Crawford, Deborah 
Daniel, Deanna Dawson, Christine Doran, Joan Estenson, Anne Gardner, Elizabeth 
Gardner, Jon Gardner, Jim Giese, Ian Gleason, Patrick Gleason, Angie Gordon, Carol 
Griffith, Kyla Hanington, Amy Hansen, Erik Hanson, Michael Hartman, Butch Hicks, 
Peggy Higgins, Donna Hoffmeister, Melanie Iversen, Erica Johns, Jeff Jones, Tom 
Jones, Jennifer Jurling, Lesley Kash, Elisabeth Kevorkian, Amina Khalifa, Michael 
Kusie, Sandra Lange, Amanda Larsen, Linda Lucas, Charlene MacAdams, Marc 
Manheimer, Anne Marigza, Cathie Meetre, Mary Moien, Diane Oberg, Julie Rapp, 
Peter Reppert, Joe Robbins, Sandy Rodgers, Ian Blackwell Rogers, Lois Rosado, 
Richard Roth, Bonnie Schrack, Pat Scully, Bonnie Seaton, René Sewell-Raysor, David 
Shapiro, Mary Sies, Melissa Sites, Lola Skolnik, Christopher Stark, Susan Taylor, Beth 
Terry, Daniel Thies, Nancy Tolzman, Jeff Travis, Mary Lou Williamson, Janice Wolf, 
Ray Zammuto and Michael Zeliff.

Letters Policy 
Deadline for letters is 6 p.m. Monday.  Submission does not 

guarantee publication.  Letters should be no longer than 300 
words (shorter letters are more likely to be published).

Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, civility and 
space constraints. The News Review may add a comment 
from the editor if deemed necessary.

All letters must include the letter writer's 
name, physical address, and telephone number. 
Only the name will be published; the News 
Review will consider requests for the name to 
be withheld.

Letters to the Editor

On Screen at Greenbelt Cinema

Black Bag
A gripping spy drama about legendary intelligence agent George 

Woodhouse (Michael Fassbender) and his beloved wife Kathryn 
(Cate Blanchett). When she is suspected of betraying the nation, 
George faces the ultimate test – loyalty to his marriage or his 
country.

Eephus
As an imminent construction project looms over their beloved 

small-town baseball field, a pair of New England Sunday league 
teams face off for the last time over the course of a day. Tensions 
flare up and ceremonial laughs are shared as an era of camaraderie 
and escapism fades into an uncertain future.

Mickey 17
In this film, from acclaimed South Korean director Bong Joon 

Ho (Parasite, Snowpiercer), Mickey 17 (Robert Pattinson), known 
as an “expendable,” goes on a dangerous journey to colonize an 
ice planet.

SHOWTIMES: 
MARCH 21st - 27th

Black Bag (R) (CC) (DVS) 
(2025) (93 mins)

Screen 1 - Main Auditorium
Fri. 5:15 PM, 7:45 PM

Mon. 5:15 PM
Tues. 8:00 PM

Screen 2 - The Screening Room
Sat. 5:30 PM, 7:45 PM
Sun. 2:30 PM, 5:00 PM

Mon. 2:45 PM
Wed. 5:50 PM

Thurs. 7:45 PM

Eephus (NR) (CC) 
(2025) (99 mins)

Screen 1 - Main Auditorium
Sat. 5:15 PM
Sun. 5:10 PM

Mon. 2:30 PM (OC)
 Tues. 5:45 PM
Thurs. 8:15 PM

Screen 2 - The Screening Room
Fri. 8:00 PM

Wed. 8:00 PM

Mickey 17 (R) (CC) 
(DVS) (2025) (137 mins)

Screen 1 - Main Auditorium
Sat. 7:30 PM

Sun. 2:15 PM (OC)
Wed. 7:30 PM

Thurs. 5:30 PM
Screen 2 - The Screening Room

Fri. 5:00 PM
Mon. 5:00 PM
Tues. 7:30 PM

Greenbelt Cinema
129 Centerway
301-329-2034

www.greenbeltcinema.org
Members Always $6.50!

Member kids are always FREE!
Adults $9, Kids $6,  

Senior/Student/Military $8
All shows before 5 PM: 

Adults $7, Kids $5
OC = Open Captions

CC = Closed Captions
DVS = Descriptive Video Service

Drive with Lights On
Please join me and a growing 

number of motorists who drive 
with our lights on – day or night, 
rain or shine. There are more 
motor vehicles on our streets 
than ever before including silent 
electric ones. 

I’m lucky that my car’s head-
lights turn on automatically. But 
even without that feature, it will 
become a habit like putting on 
your seat belt. Try it and see the 
difference it makes. 

With my old car, I would use 
the yellow parking lights in the 
daytime (see the note below). 

One afternoon about 25 years 
ago, some of the neighborhood 
children were playing in the street 

near my home. As I slowly ap-
proached them, one little boy 
(Jimmy) stood transfixed staring 
at the yellow lights on my car. 
I do not believe that he saw the 
car at all. But he did see the 
lights and stopped from running 
out into my pathway. It was 
powerful. 

(Note: The Maryland Driver’s 
Handbook states, “You should not 
drive with only parking lights on 
because parking lights denote a 
parked car.” Oops! Happily, today 
many vehicles have daytime run-
ning lights which are not full-on 
headlights and help others to see 
you when your headlights are not 
called for.) 

 Jean Lombardo  

My wife and I are newbies 
here in Greenbelt. We’ve been 
here less than two years, so com-
pared to most people we have 
met and now know, we are defi-
nitely still new. We packed up 
our house, located on the Gulf of 
Mexico in Florida, turned it over 
to our realtor and started driving 
in search of a home with a true 
community. We drove up to Bos-
ton and started to work our way 
back. We spent five months on 
the road, trying to locate some-
thing between Boston and D.C. 
There’s much more to the story 
but we found Greenbelt/GHI and 
we are so thankful. We have met 
so many wonderful people, we 
know all of the neighbors in our 
court and GHI has proven to be 
a true community. We see neigh-
bors each day, helping neigh-
bors. We have been invited to 
and have attended many parties, 
events and meet-ups, we already 
feel so at home and so at peace 
being here. 

I am amazed at how well the 
City of Greenbelt and GHI work 
together. From a newbie it ap-
pears to look flawless. As I walk 
to Roosevelt Center each day 
for the Fitness Center, the Co-
op, the movies, the credit union 
or hanging out at the New Deal 
Café, I see how well this com-
munity is taken care of. This 
winter I’ve watched the snow 
being cleared so quickly, all the 
decorations that are put up for 
each holiday. I’ve noticed all the 
new sidewalks being replaced for 
safety and for disability access. 
I noticed when a light is out in 

an underpass, it gets replaced 
quickly. I could go on and on, 
but I see how much pride and 
care goes into this community, 
both physically and socially. 

All the maintenance workers 
I have communicated with have 
been knowledgeable, polite and 
professional. The events that hap-
pen around the year, the Labor 
Day Festival, the Green Man 
Festival, all the parades! It’s like 
going back in time to when I 
was young and the entire neigh-
borhood and community where 
I lived were involved. Finding 
GHI in Greenbelt has truly been 
a blessing in our lives and we are 
thankful to be home. So thank 
you to all the hard workers that 
keep things going and all the 
wonderful Greenbelters that make 
this truly a caring community. 

Greenbelt, a Wonderful Community
by Mark Gordon - Pete Reppert

News Review Hosts
Open House April 12

Current and potential mem-
bers, friends and families are 
invited to an Open House at 
the News Review office on 
Saturday, April 12 from 1 to 
4 p.m.

The News Review hasn’t 
missed an issue since our first 
issue on November 24, 1937. 

Learn how the weekly mir-
acle occurs. Meet the people 
who make it happen. How do 
they produce a paper full of 
stories, photos, letters, cartoons 
and advertising each week? 
And how can you get more 
involved? Come find out!

mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:business@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:circ@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/contact-us/distribution
http://www.greenbeltcinema.org
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Community Events

This Week at the New Deal Café
SUPPORT Greenbelt’s only venue with BOTH dinner AND a show! 

 
113 Centerway, Roosevelt Center, Greenbelt, MD 

Monday, 9am-9pm; Tuesday—Thursday, 9am - 10pm; Friday/Saturday, 9am – 12midnight;  
Sunday, 9am – 9pm

*Join NDC! Go to NewDeal Cafe(dot) com, click on “ABOUT”, then “BECOME A MEMBER OR RENEW.” 
FUNDING FOR THESE ADS PROVIDED BY A GENEROUS DONOR.

TH 3/20 FRI 3/21 SAT 3/22 SUN 3/23 
FRENCH CONVERSATION, 

5:30p - 6:30pm 
The Classic Jam w/ 

The Low Rent Quartet 
6:30 - 9:30pm 

All skill levels welcomed

Liz Springer &  
Built 4 Comfort 

8-11pm 
Wammie-nominated 

group with sassy style 
and groove

JAZZ JAM, 2 - 5pm
Jill Fulton Band

8-11pm
Nashville artist serving 

up country, rock and 
soul

ASL BRUNCH, 10:30am - 12pm
Charlie Owen and 

Pocket Change
6 - 8pm

Sweet soul and Rhythm & 
Blues

MON 3/24 TUES 3/25 WED 3/26 TH 3/27 New Deal Cafe
REEL AND MEAL

(Moved to 
accommodate St. 

Patrick’s Day)
7-9pm

“How I Got Over”

NDC Open Mic w/ 
Carla Monardes

7 - 9:30pm
Sign-ups 
at 6:15pm

Kim’s Grand 
Rounds - A 

Songwriters’ Circle
7-9pm

Hear the Stories 
behind the songs

FRENCH CONVERSATION, 
5:30p - 6:30pm 

Jan Knutson: 
CD Release Party 

7 - 9pm 
DC-based guitarist & 

composer creates 
original works

PLEASE TIP 
GENEROUSLY. 

IT’S THE ONLY PAY 
BANDS RECEIVE, AND 
WE WANT THEM TO 

COME BACK! 
[SUGGESTED 

MINIMUM: $10]

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT        FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK.

More Community Events 
are located throughout the paper.

Insights on Healing, 
Justice and Repair

The Eleanor and Franklin 
Roosevelt Democratic Club in-
vites the community to Reflec-
tions on the Nature of Repair, 
Healing and Right Relations on 
Sunday, March 23 at 3 p.m. in 
the Greenbriar Terrace Room, 
7600 Hanover Parkway. The fea-
tured speaker, Rev. Joanne Brax-
ton, Ph.D., is a poet, scholar, or-
dained minister and leader of the 
Reparations4LakelandNow! Cam-
paign. She has authored works on 
Black history, literature and mem-
ory, and has provided spiritual 
care in university, congregational 
and movement settings. Braxton 
will share insights on collective 
healing, justice and the power of 
repair in our communities. All are 
welcome to attend this engaging 
and thought-provoking discussion.

Greenbriar Community 
Elects Directors

Greenbriar Phase II had their 
Annual Meeting on March 11 
and the results of the Board elec-
tion are as follows: Linda Kulle, 
president; Doris Hamilton, vice 
president; Cheryl Taylor, secre-
tary/treasurer; Claudia Harris, 
director; Tina Williams, director.

Celebrate Third Place
On Wednesday, April 9

The Bibliophiles of Greenbelt, 
a nonfiction history book group, 
invites the community to read 
and join in a discussion of Cel-
ebrating the Third Place by soci-
ologist Ray Oldenburg, Ph.D., as 
well as the author’s other book, 
The Great, Good Place. 

Third places are places away 
from home and work where com-
munity members can converse, 
get to know each other, commune 
and build relationships and com-
munity.

These books are seminal for 
the Bibliophiles, community 
building, Historic Greenbelt and 
the New Deal Café, a third place 
for the micro and macro Green-
belt communities. 

The Bibliophiles meet at 11 
a.m. on the second Wednesday 
of each month at the New Deal 
Café; the next meeting is April 9.

For more information, visit 
their Facebook page at: Biblio-
philes Of Greenbelt, Md., the 
New Deal Café Events calendar 
or email wvcaldwell@gmail.com 
(put Bibliophile in the subject 
line).

Laureate Reads 
Poetry in the Garden

The poetry group will meet 
next on Wednesday, April 2 from 
3 to 5 p.m. in the clubhouse of 
Schrom Hills Park on Hanover 
Parkway.

The guest speaker is Zeina 
Azzam, a Palestinian American 
poet, writer and community activ-
ist. She was selected as the Poet 
Laureate of the City of Alexan-
dria, Va., for 2022 to 2025. 

She will be reading some of 
her poems and share her writing 
experience in the past and pres-
ent time.

The public is invited. Light 
refreshments will be served. For 
details, call Effie at 443-415-
1053.

Favor’s Table
Giveaway 

On Saturday, March 22 at 4 
p.m. at Mowatt Memorial Meth-
odist Church, 40 Ridge Road, 
there will be a give-away of 
food, new shoes, clothes, diapers, 
bras, underwear, socks, sanitary 
pads and household items. Items 
are new or gently used. Kids 
must be present to receive toys 
and shoes. To receive diapers, 
bring baby’s birth certificate and 
health insurance card. Come with 
bags to hold items. The event 
will be held at the parking lot 
behind the church.

Books by Ray Oldenburg

Poetry in the Garden
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At the Library 
Greenbelt Library’s regular 

hours are Mondays 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m., Tuesdays and Wednes-
days noon to 8 p.m., Thursdays 
and Fridays 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Sundays 1 to 5 p.m. 

Storytimes
Friday, March 21, 11:15 a.m., 

ages 2 to 3. Register at pgcmls.
info/event/12797069.

Wednesday, March 26, 12:15 
p.m., ages 3 to 5. Register at 
pgcmls.info/event/12797038.

Thursday, March 27, 10:15 
a.m., ages newborn to 2. Register 
at pgcmls.info/event/12796945.

Passport Services
Greenbelt Library serves as a 

U.S. Passport Acceptance Facil-
ity. Applications are accepted 
by appointment only; schedule a 
30-minute appointment by calling 
240-455-5451 or visiting pgcmls.
info/passport-services.

GHI Bicycle Com.
Spring Bicycle Social

Spring back into bicycling. 
Meet fellow cyclists in the 
Greenbelt community, join in the 
discussion and let the GHI Bi-
cycle Committee know what they 
can do to help.

The social will take place 
on Saturday, April 19 from 1 to 
3 p.m. at the GHI grounds on 
Hamilton Place (inside the GHI 
building if it rains).

Topics to be covered include 
E-Bikes: Introduction & Main-
tenance, Safety Tips and a Gear 
Swap (out with the old gear, in 
with the new-to-you).

Snacks and refreshments will 
be provided.

Tick, Tick … Boom!
At Greenbelt Arts Center

Before Rent, there was Tick, 
Tick ... Boom! This autobio-
graphical musical by Jonathan 
Larson, the Pulitzer Prize- and 
Tony Award-winning composer of 
Rent, is the story of a composer 
and the sacrifices that he made to 
achieve his big break in theater. 
Tick, Tick ... Boom! takes one 
on the playwright/composer’s 
journey that led to a Broadway 
blockbuster. This show includes 
topics such as recreational drug 
use, discussion of mortality and 
death, terminal illness, sexual 
content and mature language. 
It opens Friday, March 21 with 
performances on Fridays and 
Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays 
at 2 p.m. through April 12 at the 
Greenbelt Arts Center, 123 Cres-
cent Road. On Sunday, March 
30 and Friday, April 11 all sup-
porting personnel and audience 
members are required to wear 
masks so those who are immuno-
compromised have an opportunity 
to see the show. Tickets are re-
quired. For more information go 
to greenbeltartscenter.org.

Lenten Agape Meals
At Community Church

Greenbelt Community Church, 
United Church of Christ, will be 
hosting its annual series of Agape 
Meals on Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 
through April 9. The event is free 
and open to the public. A free-
will offering will be donated to 
the missions of the church.

Agape meals are a Lenten tra-
dition for the church and named 
using the Greek word for the 
unconditional, unearned love that 
God has for all. Each simple 
meal of soup, bread and salad is 
preceded by a short devotional 
lesson. These events are a cel-
ebration of Lent and intended to 
promote spiritual reflection while 
providing an opportunity for fel-
lowship. This year’s theme is 
Unraveling Lent.

The church is  located at  
1 Hillside Road and is an open 
and affirming congregation, wel-
coming to all.

Greenbelt Recreation
Spring Registration

The Greenbelt Recreation 
Spring Activity Guide is available 
at greenbeltmd.gov/activityguide. 
Spring session registration is now 
open for all.

Greenbelt Recreation classes 
range from preschool art to se-
nior ceramics, karate to ballroom 
dance. Registration instructions 
and contact information for in-
quiries are located in the Activity 
Guide.

Greenbelt CORES
Invites Solutions 

Greenbelt residents frustrated 
by the Trump administration’s 
effects on federal services, scien-
tific research, federal employees, 
humanitarian aid and interna-
tional affairs began working with 
each other and the city to invite 
Greenbelt residents’ input to gen-
erate and begin implementing 100 
solutions to set a brighter course 
for Greenbelt.

The CORES webpages say 
that “Greenbelt CORES (Collab-
orative Opportunities for Resilient 
& Enduring Solutions) is being 
organized by residents with city 
support with a goal to develop 
at least 100 solutions over the 
next 90 days to keep Greenbelt 
wonderful, welcoming and built 
to last. We must act to make 
Greenbelt a place that thrives no 
matter what.”

The following forms invite 
residents’ initial ideas, including 
identifying issues needing solu-
tions and offering their skills.  

English: https://tinyurl.com/
ycxbx65a

Español: https://forms.office.
com/r/Txcz8imG5f

Writers Group 
Meets March 21

The Greenbelt Writers Group 
will meet on Friday, March 21 at 
7 p.m. in the Community Center. 
Participants are invited to read a 
submission if they choose. The 
group enjoys hearing what fellow 
writers are working on. Everyone 
is welcome.

Chess Club to Meet
Tuesday, March 25

The Greenbelt Chess Club will 
meet Tuesday, March 25, at the 
Youth Center from 6:30 to 8:45 
p.m. The club welcomes people 
of all ages and skill levels. To 
be added to the mailing list, 
visit tinyurl.com/ycy2nz4m and 
complete the brief form. Email 
questions to greenbeltchessclub@
gmail.com.

Sign Up for May’s
Arthritis Walk, ERHS

On May 3 from 9 to 11:30 
a.m., the Eleanor Roosevelt High 
School track will host the 21st 
Annual Walk to Cure Arthritis in 
Prince George’s County, to bene-
fit the Arthritis Foundation. Funds 
raised help in finding solutions, 
better treatments and a cure. To 
register for this event, or to do-
nate, go to events.arthritis.org/
index.cfm?fuseaction=donorDrive.
event&eventID=1744.

Senior Nutrition
Program Luncheon

The Senior Nutrition Food 
and Friendship program provides 
lunch for seniors Monday through 
Friday at the Community Center 
beginning at 11:30 a.m. Meals 
must be reserved two weeks 
ahead so that enough food is or-
dered. Participants must complete 
a registration form in person at 
the Community Center office, 
Monday through Friday between 
9 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. There is a 
suggested donation. Call 301-397-
2208, ext. 4215 with questions. 

Two menu options, one veg-
etarian, will be offered for each 
luncheon. All meals, which pro-
vide at least one third of recom-
mended dietary allowances for 
older adults, include margarine, 
coffee or tea and skim milk. 

mailto:wvcaldwell@gmail.com
http://greenbeltartscenter.org
http://greenbeltmd.gov/activityguide
https://tinyurl.com/ycxbx65a
https://tinyurl.com/ycxbx65a
https://forms.office.com/r/Txcz8imG5f
https://forms.office.com/r/Txcz8imG5f
http://tinyurl.com/ycy2nz4m
mailto:greenbeltchessclub@gmail.com
mailto:greenbeltchessclub@gmail.com
http://events.arthritis.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=donorDrive.event&eventID=1744
http://events.arthritis.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=donorDrive.event&eventID=1744
http://events.arthritis.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=donorDrive.event&eventID=1744
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Obituaries

One Hillside Road

Join Us Sunday Join Us Sunday 
10:15 AM 10:15 AM 

for Worship for Worship 
and Church School  and Church School  

www.facebook.com/GCCUCCMD
www.greenbeltcommunitychurch.org

Greenbelt 
Community 
Church

We are an  
Open and Affirming 

Church

Our condolences to the fam-
ily and friends of Harry Fendlay. 
Harry was a lifelong Greenbelter, 
known for his outgoing personal-
ity and his kindness. 

Congratulations to Molly  
Rubinstein of  Green Ridge 
House, who is bursting with 
pride because her youngest grand-
daughter Emily, who wants to 
become a veterinarian, was ad-
mitted to her first-choice college, 
the University of California at 
Davis, where she will be major-
ing in animal science. UC Davis 
has offered her a full scholarship 
to attend their school.

Send details of your news to 
editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

Lent-Week #2
For all have sinned and

fall short of the glory of God
Romans 3:23

The Bible Says…   

Sunday Worship Services
10a-11:15a @ Greenbelt Elementary School

(66 Ridge Rd.)

MCFcc.org

“Rise up in such wise, and with such qualities, as to endow 
the body of this world with a living soul, and to bring this 

young child, humanity, to the stage of adulthood.”   
– ‘Abdu’l-Bahá

www.greenbeltbahais.org
Greenbelt Bahá’í Community

To be Published in Greenbelt News Review March 20, 2025

Mishkan Torah Congregation
10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770

Rabbi Saul Oresky, Cantor Phil Greenfield

An unpretentious, historic, welcoming, liberal, egalitarian synagogue 
that respects tradition and becomes your extended family 

in the 21st century.
Friday evening services at 8:00pm
Saturday morning services at 10:00am
Offering hybrid services, online and in-person activities
For further information, call (301) 474-4223  www.mishkantorah.org 
Affiliated with these movements: Conservative and Reconstructing Judaism

Sunday,  March 23, 2025 at 3 p.m.
The Message

Diversity/Antiracism Transformation Team (DARTT) Bookread Group  
with Lula Beatty, Worship Associate

How do we know the truth? Who are the messengers of truth? Is it you? Through the 
book, The Message by Ta-Nehisi Coates, we will explore the need for truth-telling in 
our continuing quest for peace, justice, and democracy and the consequences of letting 

suppressed truths and false narratives prevail.

Paint Branch Unitarian Universalist Church
Postal address: P.O. Box 676, Laurel, MD 20725

Phone: 301-937-3666           www.pbuuc.org

Welcomes you to our open, nurturing community

Streaming on PBUUC’s Facebook page, on Zoom, and in person. Worship 
service held at University Christian Church, 6800 Adelphi Road, Hyattsville, MD

Worship Service, Sundays 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Celebrate hope with us.

Mowatt Memorial United Methodist Church
40 Ridge Road, Greenbelt

Open hearts, Open Minds, Open doors
Find us on   facebook.com/mowattumc

301-474-5410

Pastor Evelyn Romero

St. John's Episcopal Church
11040 Baltimore Avenue, Beltsville, MD 20704

301-937-4292 www.saintjohnsbeltsville.org

Welcomes you each Sunday for 
Worship & Sunday School 

at 10:00 AM 

OR - Join us on ZOOM!
For ZOOM link:

CCG1985+owner@groups.io

CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF GREENBELT

Mass Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

COME TO OUR NEW LOCATION 
A Roman Catholic 

Intentional Eucharistic
CommunityCommunity Center Room 114

15 Crescent Rd

ALL ARE WELCOME!

Mishkan Torah Synagogue 
celebrated the holiday of Purim 
with two fun events: a carnival 
geared toward young children and 
their families on Sunday, March 
9, and reading the Megillah, or 
Purim story, on the evening of 
Thursday, March 13. Both events 
were lively and well attended by 
members and visitors alike.  

Face painting, games, snacks 
and a costume parade were all 
enjoyed at the Purim carnival. 
Led by teacher Yael Fischman, 
preschool through elementary age 
kids in the Karp Family School 
program performed a song tell-
ing the Purim story, which deals 
with a brave queen saving the 
Jewish people from a villain in 
ancient Persia. Participants baked 
hamantaschen (traditional triangu-
lar Purim cookies) and assembled 
goody bags to share with resi-
dents at JK House of Grace, an 
assisted living residence in Silver 
Spring.  

The Megillah reading con-
tinued Mishkan Torah’s unique 
tradition of reading the Purim 
story not only in the typical He-
brew, but also in as many other 
languages as possible. This year 
hit a new record, with over 20 
languages, including Afrikaans, 

Harry Fendlay

Harry Fendlay died peacefully 
on March 8, 2025, after a six-
year battle with Parkinson’s dis-
ease. Harry was born on May 25, 
1958. His parents, Jane and Lee 
Fendlay, moved to 9-N Southway 
in 1950 when Lee accepted a job 
at the Naval Shipyard.  There, 
they raised Harry along with their 
other five children. Harry quickly 
became a court favorite, looking 
out for the older neighbors in the 
court and baking them treats. 

Harry attended Greenbelt Cen-
ter School, Mary Bethune Junior 
High and graduated from Park-
dale High School in 1977. As a 
teenager, he worked as a busboy 
at the Greenbelt American Legion 
before eventually becoming a bar-
tender. His welcoming smile, silly 
jokes and outgoing nature made 
him a perfect fit for the job. 

Harry was fortunate enough to 
find the love of his life as a teen-
ager when he met Beth Barber. 
She was shy and he was outgo-
ing and they complemented each 
other in every way. They were 
married in 1979 and welcomed 
two beautiful children, Sarah 
and Tony, into their family. They 
purchased their first GHI home 
at 2 Plateau Place before moving 
to 19 Ridge Road, where they 
resided for over 30 years. 

PH
O

TO
 C

O
U

RT
ES

Y 
TH

E 
FA

M
IL

Y

From left, Beth and Harry  
Fendlay

In 1981, Harry began his 32-
year career at the U.S. Postal 
Service and retired in 2013. Har-
ry embraced retired life and loved 
spending time with their grandson 
Nolan. He also enjoyed cooking, 
repurposing yard sale finds and 
gardening. It was a common oc-
currence for passersby to stop 
and admire Harry’s green thumb. 
He was always happy to engage 
in conversation, as anyone who 
shops or works at the Co-op 
knows. Beth often asked him 
why he didn’t buy more grocer-
ies at one time and make fewer 
trips. We all suspect he enjoyed 
the conversations more than the 
shopping. 

Harry was one of those people 
that you just felt better around. 
He laughed at his own jokes, 
loved to share his creativity, al-
ways had a smile for you and 
just made the world a kinder 
place. His loss will be felt deeply 
throughout the Greenbelt com-
munity. Harry is survived by his 
wife of 45 years, Beth Fendlay; 
daughter Sarah (Brian); son Tony 
(Melissa); grandson Nolan; broth-
ers Lee (Norma), Davey (Laura) 
and Kevin (Frann); and sister 
Patty Rousseau (Marty). 

Plans for a celebration of life 
will be announced at a later date.

-- Frann Fendlay

City Notes
Consti tuent  Services and 

CARES hosted 35 local lead-
ers for a program on immigrant 
rights. Economic Development 
and Public Information attended 
a job fair for federal workers and 
Public Information attended the 
Citizen’s Police Academy. 

With the Animal Shelter under 
repair, staff answered 55 calls 
about adoptions, surrenders, spay/
neutering, etc. 

Environmental/Sustainabil-
ity and Compost Crew offered 
a third registration for compost 
collection. Horticulture/Parks 
installed four smart trash/re-
cycling bins and repaired the 
Braden Field storage shed. Streets 
crews installed solar lights at the 
Springhill Lake basketball court. 

Arts hosted an Art Share and 
Parent’s Night Out, and Ther-
apeutic Recreation facilitated 
a Library presentation. Spring-
hill Lake Recreation hosted 
Learn2Earn and Pre-K Bilingual 
Storytime. 

Park Rangers reported an un-
responsive person in the Buddy 
Attick Park bathroom building; 
an ambulance arrived in approxi-
mately 15 minutes. 

During February, CARES 
counseled 165 individuals and 
provided various instruction for 
59 students. Green Ridge House’s 
annual workshop helped 15 resi-
dents prepare tax forms.

S a m o a n 
and Para-
g u a y a n 
Guaran i 
b e i n g 
spoken.  

P u -
rim can, 
in some 
ways, be 
c o n s i d -
ered “the 
J e w i s h 
Hal low-
een.”  I t 
is tradi-
tional to 
wear costumes, drink, party and 
give sweet treats and other gifts 
to friends, family and those in 
need.  

Karen Knee is the chair of 
Mishkan Torah’s Children’s Edu-
cation Committee.  

K a r e n  K n e e  a n d 
Maggie Brown at the  
Megillah reading
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Lively Gatherings Celebrate
Purim at Mishkan Torah 

by Karen Knee

mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltbahais.org
http://www.pbuuc.org
https://www.facebook.com/PBUUC/
http://www.sthughofgrenoble.org
http://facebook.com/mowattumc
http://www.saintjohnsbeltsville.org
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MEETINGS FOR MARCH 24-28

Monday, March 24 at 7:30 pm, FY2026 BUDGET PRESENTATION

Tuesday, March 25 at 3:30 pm, SENIOR CITIZENS ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE, On the Agenda: Approval of Minutes/Agenda, 
Discussion on Not for Seniors Only Event

Tuesday, March 25 at 7 pm, ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON 
EDUCATION, On the Agenda:

Wednesday, March 26 at 7:30 pm, BUDGET WORK SESSION - 
OVERVIEW, REVENUES & GENERAL GOVERNMENT/OTHER 
FUNDS/NON-DEPARTMENTAL & FUND TRANSFERS/ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT

Thursday, March 27 at 7 pm, TENANTS RIGHTS TOWN HALL

Thursday, March 27 at 7 pm, FOREST PRESERVE ADVISORY 
BOARD, On the Agenda: Dynamic Governance Review, Stewardship 
Updates & Discussion, Wayfinding in the Preserve - Possible Scout 
Project, Mountain Biker Trail Use and Unauthorized Trailwork, Green 
Man Festival Outreach Exhibit, Federal Policy Changes and the 
Preserve, FPAB Member Recruitment

In advance, the hearing impaired are advised to use MD RELAY at 711 to 
submit your questions/comments or contact the City Clerk at (301) 474-8000 or 
email banderson@greenbeltmd.gov. This schedule is subject to change. For 
confirmation that a meeting is being held call (301) 474-8000. For information on 
public participation for the meetings above, visit the meetings calendar at  
www.greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

GREENBELT CITY COUNCIL - REGULAR MEETING
Monday, March 24 at 7:30 pm

ORGANIZATION
Call to Order
Roll Call
Meditation and Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag
Reading of the Greenbelt Community Pledge
Petitions and Requests
Consent Agenda - Approval of Staff Recommendations (Items on the 
Consent Agenda [marked by *] will be approved as recommended by 
staff, subject to removal from the Consent Agenda by Council.)
Approval of Agenda and Additions

COMMUNICATIONS
Presentations
- Proposed FY2026 Budget Presentation
* Minutes
Administrative Reports
* Committee Reports 
* Advisory Planning Board Report #2025-01: WMATA’s 2025 
Better Bus Network – P20/P21 Proposed New Stops on 
Crescent Road

LEGISLATION
- An Ordinance to Amend Chapter 16 of the City of Greenbelt Code 
to Codify General Orders 675; 1st Reading
- An Ordinance to Make a Supplemental Appropriation in the Retiree 
Prescription Subsidy for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2025, in the 
Amount of Sixty-Five Thousand Dollars ($65,000); 1st Reading and 
Suspension of Rules, 2nd Reading, Adoption
- A Resolution to Establish School Zone on Municipal Roads in the 
City to Implement and Automated Stop Sign Enforcement Program 
Within the Established; 1st Reading
- An Ordinance to Amend the City of Greenbelt Code to Authorize 
the Operation of Stop Sign Monitoring Systems in School Zones, 
Establish Associated Fines and Fees, and Provide for the 
Enforcement of Violations

OTHER BUSINESS
- Acceptance and Presentation of the FY2024 City Annual Audit
- WMATA’s 2025 Better Bus Network – P20/P21 Proposed New 
Stops on Crescent Road
- Briefing on MWOCG’s Updates to Regional Activity Centers in the 
City of Greenbelt
- Letter to Dr. House and PGCPS on Temporary Structures at 
Historic GMS for Springhill Lake Elementary School Students
- State/County Legislation
- Approval for Authorization to Transition City Retirement Plan 
Management
- Authorize City Manager to Execute Contract for Master 
Preservation Plan for Greenbelt’s Three Historic Cemeteries
- Council Activities
- Council Reports
* Meetings
* Stakeholders
* Resignation/Appointment to Advisory Board
* Tribesy Phase 2 Audit Report 

In advance, the hearing impaired is advised to use MD RELAY at 711 to 
submit your questions/comments or contact the City Clerk at  
(301) 474-8000 or email banderson@greenbeltmd.gov.

This agenda is subject to change. For the most up-to-date agenda, visit 
www.greenbeltmd.gov/municipalTV or call (301) 474-8000.

The strength of Greenbelt is diverse people living together in a spirit of cooperation. We celebrate all people. By sharing 
together all are enriched. We strive to be a respectful, welcoming community that is open, accessible, safe and fair.

City Information & Events GREENBELT CITY CALENDAR
Be sure to check out 
the City calendar for 
all up to date events at 
www.greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

COMMITTEES & BOARDS 
VACANCIES 

VOLUNTEER TODAY!
Volunteering for City of Greenbelt 
Committees & Boards is an 
excellent opportunity to engage 
with your community and make a 
difference. Choose from a number 
of committees & boards such as 
the Advisory Committee on 
Trees, Senior Citizens Advisory 
Committee, the Youth Advisory 
Committee, or the Advisory 
Committee on Education, Arts 
Advisory Board, Board of Elections, 
Community Relations Advisory 
Board, Employee Relations 
Advisory Board, Forest Preserve 
Advisory Board, Greenbelt Advisory 
Committee on Environmental 
Sustainability, or the Park and 
Recreation Advisory Board and 
make a difference in Greenbelt!

Take the first step towards making a 
positive impact and apply for one of 
these committee vacancies today! 

Call (301) 474-8000.

GREENBELT WELCOME KITS!
Material Drop-Off
We’re looking for materials to add 
to the City’s Welcome Kits for new 
residents and visitors. Please drop-off 
at the Municipal Building to 

Chondria Andrews
25 Crescent Road  

Greenbelt, MD 20770

NO LATER THAN 4 PM ON APRIL 25

Stuffing Party 
Thursday, May 8 at 2 pm 
Municipal Building, 25 Crescent Rd

The Public Information Office will 
be holding a Welcome Kit Stuffing 
Party to help with packing all of the 
materials received. Stop by to help 
starting at 2 pm!

Email candrews@greenbeltmd.gov for 
more information or assistance.

WINTER SOCIAL FT. DC HAND DANCE CLUB 
FRIDAY, MARCH 21, 2 PM 

Greenbelt Community Center Gym, 15 Crescent Road
Join Greenbelt Recreation and the D.C. Hand Dance Club as we learn a unique 
style of dance that originated in Washington D.C. in the mid 1950’s. The D.C. Hand 
Dance Club will teach this smooth style of swing evolved from Jitterbug. 

All levels are welcome! Contact Priya Gardner Lemieux, (240) 542-2056, 
pgardner@greenbeltmd.gov, for more information. FREE, no registration required. 
Events are 60+ (Open to All Ages)

FREE SENIOR PLANET CLASSES - MEDIA & HEALTH 
FOR ADULTS 60+. FREE. IN-PERSON, 11 AM - 12:15 PM 

Greenbelt Community Center, Ground Floor East, 15 Crescent Rd

April 1. Mindfulness Apps 
Introducing mindfulness and its physical & mental benefits such as reducing 
anexiety, improving memory, and lowering blood pressure.

April 15. Messaging Apps 
Learn about the most popular messaging apps - iMessages, Google Chat, 
andWhatsApp - learning how to send texts & pictures, making voice & video calls, 
and how these apps keep your messages secure.

April 29. Ridesharing Apps 
Apps have changed the way people get around! Learn about Uber and Lyft and the 
pros and cons of both.

May 6. Introduction to AI 
Learn basic ideas around artificial intelligence (AI), how it’s being used, its 
limitations, and how it will shape the future.

May 8. AI & Disinformation 
Explore how AI is being used to create convincing fakes and clone voices.

May 20. Everyday Uses of AI 
Learn how AI is already present in everyday tasks and how its being used across 
industries so that you can take advantage of the technology.

May 22. Is That AI? 
Learn how to differentiate real images versus AI and become a tech savvy internet 
user by learning to do a reverse image search of images you find online.

These classes are facilitated by Flora Li, Brendy Maddox, and Katherine 
Farzin.  To register, email Kelly Lange at klange@greenbeltmd.gov or call Brendy 
Maddox at (240) 424-0302.

DONATE TO THE GREENBELT NURSERY PROJECT
Providing support for low-income Greenbelt parents with nursery items. You 
can help donate by hosting a community drive, through individual donations, or 
volunteering at our quarterly distribution. 

Seeking donations of gentle laundry detergent, laundry detergent pods, basic 
thermometers, baby/child nail clippers, night lights, and baby proofing products.

Contact Katherine Farzin at (240) 542-2019 or kfarzin@greenbeltmd.gov.

S.A.I.L. WITH GIVES 
Senior Avoiding Isolation & Loneliness

The SAIL Program in partner with the GIVES aims to support older adults age 
60+ or individuals 50 + who have a disability, to reduce feelings of isolation while 
working to increase community engagement by broadening their access to vital 
supports.

SAIL provides friendly, in-person visits or cphone calls, free nursing assessments, 
community student nursing visits, mental health counseling, case management 
visits, information and referral of resources, and so much more!

Contact us at (240) 244-6010 or at ngarcia@greenbeltmd.gov.

SAIL is also seeking volunteers who are deeply committed to making a 
positive impact on society and humanity. Call (240) 244-6010 to volunteer!

OFFICIAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the City Council will conduct a public hearing on 
the Charter Amendment Resolution of the Council of the City of Greenbelt, 
to amend §4, “Creation; Qualifications; Compensation” of the City Charter to 
Raise the Compensation of the City Council.

The City Council will hold a public hearing on this charter resolution on April 
28, 2025 at 7:30 pm in the Council Room at the Greenbelt Municipal Building 
located at 25 Crescent Road, Greenbelt, Maryland 20770. Public testimony 
will be received by the City Council at the hearing on the above date. Written 
comments may either be presented at this hearing or sent to the City Clerk.

* The public is welcome to attend. The Charter Resolution is available online and 
at the Clerk’s office. For more information, please contact the City Manager’s 
office at (301) 474-8000.

Shaniya Lashley-Mullen,   Deputy City Clerk 

PUBLIC STATEMENT 
REGARDING PRINCE 
GEORGE’S COUNTY 
FIRE/EMS SUMMER 
STAFFING PLAN FOR 
GREENBELT VOLUNTEER 
FIRE DEPARTMENT

Greenbelt, MD -  The City of 
Greenbelt is disappointed in the 
County’s decision to reassign 24 
career personnel from Greenbelt 
Station 835 on July 1, resulting 
in the removal of all career 
personnel from our Station. 
County Fire Chief Tiffany Green 
and County leadership ordered 
the redeployment of 55 career 
firefighters from Berwyn Heights, 
Greenbelt, Bunker Hill, and Bowie 
Station. We are gravely concerned 
with the impact in response times 
of emergencies in Greenbelt and 
our surrounding areas.

Greenbelt will continue to work 
in tandem with College Park and 
Berwyn Heights alongside County 
leadership in addressing our 
concerns and fighting for the City 
of Greenbelt.

WHO CAN I CONTACT?

Office of the County Executive 
countyexecutive@co.pg.md.us 
(301) 952-4131

Office of the County Fire Chief 
tdgreen@co.pg.md.us 
(301) 883-5200

At-Large County Council 
Member Hawkins 
At-LargeMemberHawkins@co.pg.
md.us 
(301) 952-2195

County Council Member  
District 4 
councildistrict4@co.pg.md.us 
(301) 952-3094

Letters of Support to keep/return 
career staffing to Greenbelt Station 
835 can be sent to:

City of Greenbelt, 25 Crescent 
Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770 or 
council@greenbeltmd.gov.

COMPOST YOUR FOOD SCRAPS
For 6 months your food scraps can be collected for free to reduce food waste and 
return valuable compost to Greenbelt. Compost Crew will pick up your food scraps 
weekly and deliver them to their Compost Outpost at Trinity.

To register, visit https://compostcrew.com/greenbelt.

Questions? Luisa Robles: lrobles@greenbeltmd.gov or (240) 542-2153.

TENANTS RIGHTS TOWN HALL 
Thursday, March 27 at 7 pm 

Council Chambers, Greenbelt Muncipal Building Center, 25 Crescent Road

Hosted by the City of Greenbelt, this meeting will include presentations and 
resources for tenants. This event is being hosted to ensure that all tenants in 
Greenbelt are aware of their rights and responsibilities as renters.

Presentations and resources provided by: 
City of Greenbelt, Community Legal Services, Maryland Legal Aid, and Prince 
George’s County Department of Housing & Community Development

Email galvarez@greenbeltmd.gov for more information.

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS
In the City of Greenbelt, we remain committed to embracing and celebrating the 
diversity of all. As our nation undergoes change, feelings of pride, uncertainty, and 
even fear may arise. Yet, we stand firm in the pledge that has defined Greenbelt 
since its inception and will not falter.

Community Pledge:

The strength of Greenbelt is diverse people living together in a spirit of cooperation.  
We celebrate all people. By sharing together all are enriched.    We strive to be a 
respectful, welcoming community that is open, accessible, safe and fair. 

Learn more at https://www.greenbeltmd.gov/government/know-your-rights-
immigration-resources.
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heads of executive departments 
and agencies outlining guidance 
on implementing DOGE’s Work-
force Optimization Initiative and 
emphasizing preparations for 
large-scale RIFs and reorganiza-
tion plans must be made. Phase 
1 plans were to be submitted by 
March 13, Phase 2 by April 14 
with implementation to take place 
by September 30. NASA respond-
ed with the pressing tasks they 
were currently involved in and 
essentially said their workforce 
was too busy to create the plan 
in time. They received a one-
week extension, making their ini-
tial deadline March 20. However, 
RIF planning has been going on 
behind closed doors at the agen-
cy, the News Review was told by 
a resident who works there. No 
RIF plans had been available to 
employees as of Tuesday, nor had 
the GSFC union GESTA been 
able to share anything on RIF 
planning, we are told.

DOGE at NASA
Two Greenbelt sources at  

NASA’s HQ confirmed the pres-
ence of DOGE staff at the site. 
Riley Sennott, a 26-year-old 
DOGE employee, who also works 
with Elon Musk’s company Tesla, 
has been seen walking the halls 
of NASA HQ and meeting with 
NASA leaders there. In addition 
to information from a Greenbelt 
source, Sennott’s presence at 
NASA HQ was recently con-
firmed when his Google Calendar, 
tied to a personal email account, 
was discovered to be public and 
details were published by Busi-
ness Insider. Alexander Simon-
pour is a second DOGE em-
ployee, previously of Tesla, said 
to be at NASA, with intentions to 
participate in RIF meetings this 
week, according to our source 
and to the blog NASA Watch 
(nasawatch.com), run by NASA 
journalist and former employee 
Keith Cowing. 

Use of AI
A NASA worker speaking 

to the Greenbelt News Review 
said Sennott has been “comb-
ing through NASA systems for 
several weeks and feeding data 
into the Grok AI tool.” The work 
justifications that have been re-
peatedly demanded are also be-
ing fed into that tool, we’re told. 
Grok AI is a generative artificial 
intelligence chatbot developed 
by Elon Musk’s company xAI. 
It is publicly available for use 
through an X (formerly Twitter) 
subscription.

Compliance
Leaders at NASA are said to 

be “compliant.” In addition to 
justifying contracts and work, 
GSFC Director Makenzie Lystrup, 
who was appointed in 2023, is 
likely working to fulfill require-

ments while staving off threats 
to the Goddard center. Accord-
ing to our source and to a report 
published in The Hill in January, 
one of the cost-saving measures 
suggested by the Trump admin-
istration’s NASA agency transi-
tion team was closing GSFC and 
consolidating it with the Marshall 
Space Flight Center in Huntsville, 
Ala. 

Forbidden Words
As with other government 

agencies, compliance means re-
moving now-forbidden language 
from contracts, proposals and 
agency documents. Last week, 
NASA received a new list of 
terms (see box) that were to be 

removed by March 17. Staff were 
directed to “thoroughly read” all 
of their contracts, task orders 
and statements of work to ensure 
all DEIA information and terms 
were scrubbed. Words to look out 
for are not limited to “diversity” 
and “inclusion.” Staff were also 
advised to check for terms like 
“historically,” “environmental 
justice” and “socioeconomic.” 
Among the many new key terms 
now forbidden are “black,” “clean 
energy,” “mental health,” “status” 
and even “orientation,” a term 
frequently used in aerospace to 
talk about the direction in which 
something is pointing. 

NASA continued from page 1

On March 14 (3.14), Pi Day, 
Greenbelters ate pie, made art 
and met their goal, raising over 
$10,000 for their campaign to 
support The SPACE Free Art for 
All. 

“We love our Greenbelt fami-
ly!” said Shaymar Higgs, founder 
and executive director. “There 
were so many new faces, kiddos 
running around and neighbors 
who became friends. The goal is 
to build a community of people 
coming together while making 
art and changing the future for 
the better. With and for all of us! 
We look forward to seeing you in 

Pi Day a Success At The SPACE
The SPACE.”

T h e  S PA C E ,  a  5 0 1 c ( 3 ) 
nonprofit organization on the 
upper level of Beltway Plaza, 
has programming free of charge 
almost every day and an open 
studio daily. Opportunities range 
from artrepreneurshop classes 
focusing on “where creativity 
meets business,” “sew, what” 
sewing classes for all skill levels, 
gaming nights and “blossom to 
bloom” yoga and mindfulness 
sessions weekly. Check out their 
calendar of events at freeartforall.
org/programs to learn more. 

They made art.

They made pie.

- Photos courtesy The SPACE

Greenbelt resident Julie Patterson recently 
flew to San Juan, Puerto Rico, for vacation 
and to attend her niece’s wedding. She took 
along the News Review and had a chance to 
read it while lying on the beach. 
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GNR Abroad

Another sunset over Greenbelt

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
ST

EV
E 

BU
C

C
A

http://nasawatch.com
http://freeartforall.org/programs
http://freeartforall.org/programs


Thursday, March 20, 2025          GREENBELT NEWS REVIEW  Page 7

Before Rent, there was 
Tick, Tick ... Boom! This 
semi-autobiographical mu-
sical by Jonathan Larson, 
the Pulitzer Prize- and 
Tony Award-winning com-
poser of Rent, is coming 
to the Greenbelt Arts Cen-
ter (GAC). It is the story 
of the composer and the 
sacrifices that he made 
to achieve his big break 
in theater. Tick, Tick ... 
Boom takes one on the 
playwright/composer’s jour-
ney that led to Broadway. 
This musical tells the story 
of an aspiring composer 
named Jon, who lives in 
New York City in 1990. 
Jon is worried he has made 
the wrong career choice to 
be part of the performing 
arts. Though originally per-
formed as a “rock mono-
logue,” after Larson’s premature 
death in 1996 it was reconfigured 
by David Auburn into a three-
actor musical. This is the version 
presented by GAC, where one 
actor plays Jon and the other two 
actors play Michael and Susan, 
as well as all the other roles in 
the show. The unique seating at 
GAC, flanking the stage on three 
sides, is perfect for the produc-
tion where each of the three 
characters play and sing to a side. 

McCready Debuts
The director, Columbia lo-

cal Margo McCready, has been 
planning this version since 2018. 
That’s right, since graduating 
from high school and then Uni-
versity of Maryland Baltimore 
County with a B.A. in theater in 
2023.

Since then, McCready has 
taught at Slayton House Camp 
of the Arts, at Baltimore Center 
Stage pre-Covid days, and more 
recently, the Drama Learning 
Center which included direct-

Margo McCready had been planning to direct 
Tick, Tick ... Boom! since high school.

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
M

A
RG

O
 M

C
C

RE
A

D
Y

GAC Musical Tells Life Story 
Of Rent Composer; Director Debuts

by Greg Young

ing student performers. In Mc-
Cready’s words, “I have con-
stantly been playing musicals in 
my head.”

McCready is working with 
stage manager Grass Harness, 
GAC a lumni  and  producer 
Giuliana Weiss (Man of No 
Importance) to create a unique 
experience for the audience that 
includes lots of singing.

McCready has found multi-tal-
ented actors for what is her direc-
torial debut of a full play. Having 
spent recent years directing plays 
with children, it was time to put 
all those years of planning Tick, 
Tick ... Boom! into reality. The 
selected performers, two of whom 
McCready knew previously, all 
have powerful voices. Watching 
a rehearsal confirmed a superb 
harmony one would only expect 
from singers working together 
for years, not weeks; and Mc-
Cready has pulled off a “twofer.” 
Besides the original cast of three 
characters, McCready has three 

understudies. Listen-
ing to them one hears 
the same quality of 
harmony in the blend 
of voices as that made 
by the principals. As it 
turns out each team of 
actors will give their 
own performances dur-
ing the run at GAC. 
Oh, and the acting is 
also well executed with 
much creative zeal.
Off-Broadway Success

This revised version 
of the piece premiered 
Off-Broadway at the 
Jane Street  Theater 
in 2001. The produc-
tion received numerous 
nominations in several 
categories and won 
the Outstanding Off-
Broadway Musical at 
the Outer Critics Circle 

Awards in 2002. Since then, it 
has played all over the world, 
from Europe to Australia, South 
America and Asia, and as re-
cently as last year at the Kennedy 
Center in Washington, D.C.

GAC Run
Tick, Tick … Boom! opens 

Friday, March 21 with perfor-
mances on Fridays and Saturdays 
at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m. 
through April. On Sunday, March 
30 and Friday, April 11 all sup-
porting personnel and audience 
members are required to wear 
masks so those who are immu-
nocompromised have an oppor-
tunity to see the show. Content 
warnings: recreational drug use, 
discussion of mortality and death, 
terminal illness, sexual content, 
mature language. Tickets are re-
quired. For more information go 
to greenbeltartscenter.org.

On Monday, March 24, the 
Reel & Meal at the New Deal 
Café will host a free screening 
of How I Got Over ‒ Putting the 
Homeless Crisis Center Stage. 
This documentary focuses on 15 
formerly homeless and incarcer-
ated Black women from Wash-
ington, D.C., as they grapple with 
their traumas through arts therapy 
and transform their experiences 
into a sold-out performance at the 
John F. Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts. 

Following the free film screen-
ing, Deb Gottesman, co-founder/
co-director of The Theatre Lab, 
will lead a discussion about the 
film, the work of the Life Stories 
Program and the need to amplify 
the voices of the underserved 
and underrepresented parts of our 
community.

Although the documentary 
is in its 10-year anniversary, 
the film continues to speak to 
where we find ourselves today. 
Interviews and snapshots of the 
group’s therapy and practice ses-
sions reveal the conditions that 
led to the lowest points in these 
women’s lives. Unfortunately, 
many gaps in the social safety 
net still remain.

The Department of Housing 
and Urban Development ranks 
Washington, D.C., as having the 

second highest rate in homeless-
ness in the United States, at 80 
per 10,000 residents (Hawaii 
has 80.5). High rates of poverty 
paired with a rising cost of living 
in the Washington, D.C., area is a 
vicious combination for its poor-
est residents. Some end up on the 
street after getting evicted; others 
while escaping domestic abuse. 
The film touches on these issues 
and how these women persevered.

Recent developments at the 
Kennedy Center put their per-
formance in How I Got Over in 
a new light. President Donald 
Trump has become the Center’s 
chair and installed political ap-
pointees in key leadership posi-
tions. Because of the stark change 
in leadership, high profile shows 
like Hamilton have canceled their 
performances. In turn, Trump this 
week criticized the Center’s past 
programming as “woke,” and 
vowed to overhaul it. Although 
he did not name The Theatre 
Lab’s Life Stories Program, it 
puts into question whether a play 
like theirs could be performed at 
the Kennedy Center today.

The free film starts at 7 p.m. 
on Monday, March 24 at the 
New Deal Café in Roosevelt 
Center. To watch via Zoom, 
pre-register  at  t inyurl .com/
ReelnMealMar2025.

Women’s History Month

How I Got Over Screens
In Reel & Meal Monday

by Daniel M. Thies

Through Work for America’s 
Civic Match talent matching plat-
form and targeted recruitment, 
(workforamerica.org/civic match), 
experienced federal workers and 
public servants will now have a 
more targeted connection to state 
and local government jobs.

Work for America is a non-
profit organization dedicated to 
helping state and local govern-
ments recruit, retain and empower 
the next wave of public servants. 
Through programs like Civic 
Match, state and local govern-
ments can increase their capacity 
to recruit, hire and retain dedi-
cated talent. Maryland is the first 
Work for America Spotlight State, 
which will prioritize Maryland’s 
state labor force as a premier 
option for vetted candidates who 
want to continue their careers in 
public service. 

Through the new partnership, 
the State of Maryland will post 
jobs on the Civic Match portal. 
The State will also assist Mary-
land counties in partnering with 
Civic Match to connect federal 
workers to additional opportuni-
ties on the local level. To take 
advantage of the specialized tal-
ent match platform, job seekers ‒ 

New State Partnership Expands
Support for Federal Workers

including federal public servants 
and federal agency contractors 
‒  are encouraged to complete 
a Civic Match candidate ap-
plication, accessible at the Ap-
ply Here button on the website 
homepage.

D u r i n g  G o v e r n o r  We s 
Moore’s first tele-town hall, with 
over 5,000 Marylanders listen-
ing in, the governor continued 
to reinforce the administration’s 
commitment to federal workers 
and to highlight efforts to make 
resources available for them, 
including:

‒ expanding the Maryland 
Public Servants Resource web-
site to include the Live Work 
Maryland Job Search to high-
light nearly 130,000 job open-
ings in high demand industries; 

‒ enhancing Maryland’s Uni-
fied Benefits Screener to guide 
Marylanders toward available 
supports; and programs to sup-
port veterans, who make up 
approximately 15 percent of all 
federal workers in Maryland; 

‒ launching a new resource 
page on Teach Maryland to sup-
port federal workers interested 
in starting a second career with 
Maryland’s public schools; 

‒ launching the Joining Team 
Maryland virtual information 
session for federal workers who 
want to continue their public 
service careers through state gov-
ernment; and 

‒ partnering with county and 
local leaders to connect federal 
workers with recruitment events 
and job fairs in their communi-
ties.

Information in this article is 
drawn from a press release from 
the Office of Maryland’s Gover-
nor Wes Moore.

A red-tailed hawk observes the scene from above Greenbelt 
Road.
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FIND AMAZING
WOMEN-OWNED

BUSINESSES
AT CO-OP

Something for Everyone!
121 Centerway, Greenbelt • www.greenbelt.coop

CELEBRATE WOMEN’S HISTORY
MONTH - SHOP AT CO-OP!

Fish FRidays?
Victor has a variety
of seafood options!

Pai

nter
land Sisters Yogurt Pur

ely Elizabeth Granola Partake Cookies

Jaju Pierogies GoMacro Bars

Sweet Lor
en's Cookies

Computers ,  lamps,  head-
phones, heaters, bikes and more. 
From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Satur-
day, February 1, 15 volunteers at 
the Repair Café met with more 
than 50 people and were able 
to repair 29 of the 34 items that 
needed work.

The free event took place in 
the Greenbelt Makerspace’s Tool 
Lending Library, which is in the 
basement of Roosevelt Center’s 
Granite Building. The Tool Lend-
ing Library has recently taken 
over another office in the Granite 
Building, providing a bit more 
space for repairs and classes. 

And at times on Saturday, 
the Repair Café needed all the 
space it could find. While Bob 
Bourg fixed a child’s bike at the 
entrance to the building, John 
Martin worked with Laura Lis-
ing on a space heater and Tony 
Lieuallen helped Anatol Such-
er with his wooden desk chair. 
Meanwhile, Jon Bell looked at a 

Repair Café Offers Fixes 
by Amy Hansen

pair of broken headphones, while 
others addressed lamps and com-
puters, even moving upstairs to 
the building’s conference room. 

One of the reasons for the 
Café’s success was the funds 
provided by two Cassels grants, 
which are administered by the 
Greenbelt Co-op Supermarket. 
Greenbelt Makerspace used the 
money to buy more tools and 
parts including a bike repair kit, 
furniture parts and lamp sock-
ets, items that had been in high 
demand during other Repair Ca-
fés, according to Robert Candey, 
who coordinates the Repair Café 
and is on the board for the Tool 
Lending Library. 

Candey and other volunteers 
a im to  ho ld  Repa i r  Cafés 
quarterly, and have held over 
30 since 2014. The event is 
announced several weeks in 
advance in the News Review and 
on the Makerspace website at 
GreenbeltMakers.org.

Anatol Sucher, left, works with Tony Lieuallen to repair 
Sucher’s chair.
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Last month, 
Jerry Darnell, 
a  member  o f 
Greenbelt Amer-
ican Legion Post 
136 and Sons of 
The American 
Legion (SAL) 
Southern Mary-
land Regional 
Commander, led 
a contingent of 
swimmers into 
the cold waters 
of Chesapeake 
Bay. They were 
among the thou-
sands who par-
ticipated in the 
Maryland State 
P o l i c e  P o l a r 
B e a r  P l u n g e 
fundraiser for 
t h e  S p e c i a l 
Olympics. Dar-
nell said tem-
peratures were 
in the 30s with 
an even cold-
er wind chill. 
“Many of us were hesitant, but 
we plunged into the cold water 
anyway, motivated by the event’s 
purpose of raising money for the 
Maryland Special Olympics.”  

Between gasps of breath ac-
knowledging how cold they were, 
some swimmers declared the 
fundraising purpose kept them 
going. The ongoing tally of ac-
cumulated funds encouraged teh 
cold-plungers’ excitement and 
gratitude for generous dona-
tions. Darnell said the Mary-
land SAL detachment donated 
$15,000 and the Auxiliary Unit 
136 and SAL Squadron 136 do-
nated $5,000 each toward the 
more than $3 million raised. 
“SAL Squadron 136 and Auxil-
iary Unit 136 proudly support the 
Special Olympics,” said Darnell. 
“The Special Olympics Maryland 

Local Legionnaire Darnell Plunges
Into Icy Bay for Special Olympics

by Butch Hicks

works to provide sports opportu-
nities for athletes, no matter their 
ability level.”

Darnell said helping the Spe-
cial Olympics is an opportunity 
to expand the SAL’s community 
assistance activities. “It joins our 
continuum of local support ac-
tivities such as funding efforts for 
the Greenbelt Little League base-
ball team, the Giants. We also 
provide leadership events and 
travel assistance for Greenbelt 
Cub Scout Pack 202 associated 
with the Greenbelt Community 
Church. We appreciate statewide 
opportunities to assist various 
causes,” said Darnell. “But Post 
136 family always remembers its 
Greenbelt roots when opportuni-
ties arise to assist local commu-
nity needs.”

Jerry Darnell, right, leads a contingent of swim-
mers into the cold waters of Chesapeake Bay for 
the Maryland State Police’s Polar Bear Plunge 
fundraiser for the Special Olympics.
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Artist Studio Space 
Available: Apply in April

Greenbelt Recreation is now 
accepting applications for studio 
space at the Community Center 
through the city’s Artist in Resi-
dence Program. New residencies 
will begin in July. This oppor-
tunity is open to fine artists and 
artisans ages 18 and up, including 
both residents and nonresidents of 
Greenbelt. The program is best 
suited for artists who are inter-
ested in being part of a profes-
sional, creative community and 
who are interested in engaging 
members of the general public 
through teaching, studio open 
houses and service activities. No 
vacancies are anticipated, but a 
limited number of incumbents 
reapply to the program annually 
and new applicants are also in-
vited to apply for consideration. 
Learn more at bit.ly/3R2URY9. 
Contact staff at 240-542-2057 
by Tuesday, April 1 to schedule 
a tour (required) and apply by 
Wednesday, April 9.

Free Tech Support 
Marylanders Online is cur-

rently offering free one-on-one 
tech support in English and Span-
ish for Maryland residents. Tech-
nicians can help with devices, 
including software and hardware, 
internet service and digital skill 
classes. Anyone can sign up for 
an online or in-person session 
online at marylandersonline.umd.
edu/get-help/schedule-appointment 
or call 301-405-9810 or toll-free 
1-866-206-9467. In-person meet-
ings are held at 8400 Baltimore 
Avenue, Suite 104, College Park. 
Online appointments are held on 
Google Meet.

CARES Needs 
Fund Donations

The Greenbelt Emergency 
Assistance Fund continues to be 
that safety net for Greenbelters 
in a financial crisis whatever the 
reason. Those who are able can 
help by donating to the fund.

Make checks out to Greenbelt 
CARES, write Emergency As-
sistance Fund in the memo space 
and mail to Greenbelt CARES, 
25 Crescent Road, Greenbelt, 
MD 20770 (or place in the se-
cure drop box at that address). 
Or, go to GreenbeltMD.gov, click 
Pay Online at the top of the page 
and choose Charitable Donations. 
Complete the form, indicating the 
donation is for the Emergency 
Assistance Fund, and click sub-
mit; the payment page then will 
come up with a form to enter 
credit card or PayPal informa-
tion.

Hey  
Businesses,

Your customers 
read this paper. 
This ad is $22.

www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com

The Bus
Seniors and Customers with 

Disabilities RIDE FREE

http://GreenbeltMakers.org
http://bit.ly/3R2URY9
http://marylandersonline.umd.edu/get-help/schedule-appointment
http://marylandersonline.umd.edu/get-help/schedule-appointment
http://GreenbeltMD.gov
http://www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com
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Gizelle Alvarez has no prede-
cessor, letting her shape her new 
job as Greenbelt’s first constituent 
services coordinator any way she 
believes will help residents. Be-
ing a Maryland native fluent in 
Spanish will help her serve the 
city’s diverse population.

S h e  h a s  b e e n  h e r e  t w o 
months, starting one week before 
Donald Trump was sworn in 
for his second term, and as she 
says, “I had one week of peace.” 
Helping federal employees and 
contractors and those in danger of 
deportation have been among the 
first projects she worked on with 
other city staff.

These issues aside, many peo-
ple think the federal government 
is most important, Alvarez said, 
but local government has the 
most impact on residents, giving 
property taxes as one example.

As she sees her job, some 
things she will solve herself or 
delegate to another city staff 
member.  But if many people are 
discussing something, “I want to 
build a foundation to solve the 
broader issue,” she said. To do 
that she believes putting together 
town halls is a good way to 
help people get the information 
they need. The first one she put 
together, about the rising cost of 
utilities, included representatives 
from utility companies but was 
not as well attended by residents 
as she had hoped (see the Febru-
ary 20 issue, page 1). The next 
one, to be held on March 27 at 
7 p.m., will be on tenant rights.

Alvarez’s favorite classes in 
school were social studies and 
history, leading to an interest in 
public policy. She earned a B.A. 
in public policy from the Univer-

Greenbelt Women

Gizelle Alvarez, Greenbelt’s First
Constituent Services Coordinator

by Joan Estenson

sity of Maryland after transferring 
from American University during 
Covid, which shifted her focus 
to looking at disparities within 
communities.  She was interested 
in international relations and 
considered going to work for 
USAID, but decided she could 
make a more lasting change in 
local communities.

At UMD she and three other 
Latinx students and the only 
Latina professor started a Latinx 
association in the School of Pub-
lic Policy, which looked first at 
policies within the school. The 
organization has since grown and 
become a more formal organiza-
tion, showing the need for it.

One of her jobs before com-
ing to Greenbelt was in Prince 
George’s County’s Office of Man-
agement and Budget, where she 
contributed to policy research and 
data analysis. While she learned 
from that job, she had little op-

portunity to see and engage with 
residents, something she will 
have plenty of in her new job.

Alvarez likes the work en-
vironment here, she says, with 
the weekly staff meetings and 
monthly check-ins. “You always 
have an opportunity to speak 
your mind,” she said.

She put together a Constituent 
Services Feedback Survey to help 
determine community concerns 
and set expectations. The survey 
is now closed but for more infor-
mation you can contact Alvarez 
at galvarez@greenbeltmd.gov or 
240-542-2020.

Alvarez figures she will go to 
graduate school at some point. 
She loves learning and never 
stops. She said, “No one can take 
your education away from you, 
and you never know where you 
will use those skills.”

New Constituent Services Coordinator Gizelle Alvarez
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On February 16, three young 
Greenbelt swimmers gathered at 
6:30 a.m. to “Knox” their hair for 
the Potomac Valley Pearls annual 
Have A Heart Invitational artistic 
swimming competition held at 
Fairland Aquatic Center in Lau-
rel. Emmeline Bedford-Dillow, 
McKenna Lynch and Rose Platt 
sat still as their mothers ner-
vously applied the goopy gold 
standard of gelatin to their tightly 
pulled-back hair and tidy buns in 
preparation for their first artistic 
swimming competition. 

The girls attended the Pearl 
for a Day clinic early last Oc-
tober and were hooked. They 
participated in an introductory 
class last fall and learned artistic 
maneuvers like the oyster, blos-
som and sailboat. After learn-
ing a few of these basics, they 
were invited to join the team 
at the end of December. De-
spite snow interruptions, the new 
Pearls spent January and early 
February learning and improving 
their sculls, boosts, thrusts, splits 
and other challenging techniques.  
They were excited to compete 
in their first invitational against 
“synchro” teams ranging from 
Hampton, Va., to Pittsburgh, Pa. 
The invitational included a vari-
ety of events with choreographed 
routines for teams, duets, trios, 
solos and combos. 

Greenbelters Take First Place 
In Artistic Swim Competition

by Kim Rush Lynch

The Greenbelt contingent rep-
resented the Pearls in the novice 
team and novice trio events for 
the 9-10 age group and were 
judged on elements such as ex-
ecution, synchronization, difficulty 
and artistic impression. The nov-
ice Pearls’ hard work paid off. 
Emmeline, McKenna and Rose 
brought home two first-place 
medals each. While they were 
the only novice team in their 
age group to participate in those 
events, showing up and giving 
their all at their first meet paid 
off. The smiles radiating from 
this adorable trio felt like an 
Olympic win.

The trio will compete this 
Sunday, March 23, in the Capital 
Classic in Manassas, Va.

Founded in 1993, the Potomac 
Valley Pearls is an artistic swim-
ming club (formerly known as 
synchronized swimming) that 
competes in local, regional and 
national competitions. The club 
is a supportive environment to 
learn an acrobatic water sport 
that builds strength, agility and 
confidence in young women and 
men. Children interested in learn-
ing more about artistic swimming 
might consider joining Pearl for 
a Day this October. Stay tuned 
to the Pearls’ Facebook and In-
stagram pages for the announce-
ment. 

From left, McKenna Lynch, Rose Platt and Emmeline Bedford-
Dillow attend the artistic swim meet on February 16.

From left, McKenna Lynch, Emmeline Bedford-Dillow 
and Rose Platt show off their gold medals.

- Photos by Anna Bedford-Dillow

Third Act Maryland held its first event in Greenbelt on Tuesday, March 18 ‒ a postcard-
writing party intended to inform Wisconsin voters of the importance of the upcoming 
election of a state Supreme Court justice who will determine the court’s balance of power. 
About 35 people attended the event at the New Deal Café. Third Act, an effort begun 
by climate activist Bill McKibben, is a nationwide organization of elders 
working to protect the environment and strengthen democracy for the 
next generations.

Katrina Boverman attends the Third Act 
Maryland event.

- Photos by Carol Griffith

Postcard Writing at the New Deal

Rob Wald, Communications Director 
for Third Act Maryland, welcomes at-
tendees to the postcard-writing party.

mailto:galvarez@greenbeltmd.gov
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Prevent colon cancer 
before it starts

If you’re 45 or older, it’s time to get screened. Colon cancer is one of the most preventable 
cancers when caught early, and you have options—including at-home testing.

At Luminis Health, we offer the following:

Talk to your primary care provider about the best option for you. 
Visit Luminis.Health/Schedule to make an appointment. 

• At-home test kits – quick and noninvasive

• Colonoscopy – the most effective way to detect and remove polyps

• Genetic testing and counseling – for those with a family history

• Comprehensive care and support – from treatment to survivorship

Anne Arundel Medical Center
Annapolis, MD 

Doctors Community Medical Center
Lanham, MD

100+ Primary and
Specialty Care Locations

common with Ferguson, started 
publishing podcasts about the 
case a year ago under the name 
Crime Crashers on YouTube. 
Additionally, The Raider Review 
and News Review covered the 
case from the start. Epstein 
collected articles and information 
about her case and created a 
website justiceforjulie.wordpress.
com.

Details have accumulated over 
time. Three individuals seen in 
the red car had been in the park-
ing lot about two hours before 
the estimated time of the ab-
duction. Meetre reports that the 
occupants were drug dealers in 
the area, already known to Julie. 
One was a man known for his 
“meticulous grooming” and mul-
ticolored silk shirts, another was 
a light-skinned Black man wear-
ing a hoodie and the last was a 
Black woman. The two men were 
known associates, and the car 
may have been stolen.

Meetre’s research led to fur-
ther investigation and DNA test-
ing of the suspects. Meetre be-
lieves that more details publicized 
earlier would have helped with 
the case, but police did not ad-
equately push the information 
out. “They have DNA evidence 
that hasn’t been moved forward 
the way it should, they have mul-
tiple people still on their list that 
they should be bringing in for 
questioning that they haven’t,” 
she said. “They didn’t provide 
this really important information 
from day one about people seen 
with her, they never revisited the 
witness who saw them, … they 
didn’t do a composite sketch, 

they took five years 
to listen to our story 
and they’re still tak-
ing a long long long 
time to get it done.”

Two other theories 
about this case have 
multiple inconsisten-
cies and insufficient 
connection to the 
crime. Two suspects, 
N o e l  S m i t h  a n d 
Doug DeSilva, are 
both now incarcer-
ated for other sepa-
rate crimes. Smith, 
incarcerated for mur-
der, had known Ju-
lie before her death; 
she had reportedly 
rejected his roman-
tic advances. Doug 
DeSilva was also 
questioned by Green-
belt police about this 
case after being ar-
rested for a crime in 
another state. 

The murder was a shock to 
the community, because vio-
lent crime was uncommon in 
Greenbelt. Many students sought 
counseling afterward and a vigil 
was held on the Roosevelt foot-
ball field. The police on the case 
were struggling to find clues, as 
no cameras had been in place 
and a complete autopsy had not 
yet been revealed. Several of her 
friends began seeking answers. 

“We  were  k ids  when  i t 
happened in high school and I 
knew that when I became an 
adult and I had some resources 
or some sense of authority that 
I would want to do something,” 

said Epstein. “So I made a 
promise to her after she died 
that I would do something and 
whoever did it would not get 
away with it.”

Ferguson’s friends are still 
looking for answers in this still 
open and active case. A $25,000 
reward is offered for information 
leading to the arrest of the killers. 
Any information, no matter how 
small, may help solve this crime. 
Contact Crime Solvers at 1-866-
411-TIPS. 

Yadira Reyes and Masoma 
Ngupkam are students at ERHS, 
writing for the Raider Review, 
where this article first appeared.

UNSOLVED continued from page 1

The school newspaper from May 1995 with the 
story of Ferguson's murder
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“May you live in interesting 
times,” is thought to be a curse.  
That these are interesting times 
is an understatement. Mutual aid 
asks us to share with and care 
for one another. But first we 
need to care for ourselves. Here 
are some suggestions for refresh-
ing your brain.

Neuroscience and You 
Human brains are hardwired 

for survival. Attending to po-
tential dangers is adaptive. Yet, 
living within a 24/7 news cycle 
and social media landscape is 
exhausting. Does our brain wait 
to be certain that what we see on 
the ground is a stick or a snake? 
Nope. It signals us to run away 
now and figure it out later. One 
way to stay healthy in fearful 
times is to use the senses – hear-
ing, scent, sight, taste, touch and 
memory – to ground yourself. 

Sensory Grounding 
The sensory method is always 

Thoughts on Grounding Oneself
In Difficult Times Like These 

by Susan Taylor

available.  Stimuli are around us 
always.   

Sit quietly for a moment or 
go outside for a walk. How 
many layers of sounds are pres-
ent? Does the aroma of morning 
coffee fill your nostrils? What 
do you see that is green? How 
many shades of green can you 
see? How does the air feel on 
your skin right now? Where are 
your feet? Are they touching the 
ground? Are they warm or cool? 
Relaxed or curled? What textures 
are in this bite of toast with jam? 
Is sweet present? Savory? 

Remember What Is Loved 
Another method involves tak-

ing a moment to list what you 
love. Bring those objects, ideas 
and images to life inside your 
imagination. They will always be 
there to ground you. 

Susan Taylor is a licensed 
clinical social worker – certified 
(LCSW-C).

Toastmasters Meet
The Greenbelt Toastmasters 

Club invites all to join them 
online every first, third and fifth 
Wednesday of the month at 7:30 
p.m. The club provides a fun and 
friendly environment for anyone 
interested in improving their 
public speaking and leadership 
skills. Learn more at greenbelt.
toastmastersclubs.org.

Community Orchestra
Welcomes Musicians

G r e e n b e l t  C o m m u n i t y 
Orchestra rehearses on Thursday 
evenings at  the Community 
Cen te r  and  we lcomes  new 
members ,  especia l ly  s t r ing 
players and low brass. For more 
in fo rma t ion ,  v i s i t 
GreenbeltOrchestra.
org.

http://justiceforjulie.wordpress.com
http://justiceforjulie.wordpress.com
http://greenbelt.toastmastersclubs.org
http://greenbelt.toastmastersclubs.org
http://GreenbeltOrchestra.org
http://GreenbeltOrchestra.org
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Police Blotter

LEGAL NOTICES

Incidents reported here occurred March 10-16, 2025. Readers are encouraged to contact the police if 
they have information that may aid in an enquiry. Call the non-emergency number 301-474-7200 or email 
pd@greenbeltmd.gov. Times provided are when the incidents were reported.

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE FAMILY COURT OF THE
THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF GREENVILLE
DOCKET NO.: 2025-DR-23-0001
NOTICE OF ADOPTION PRO-
CEEDINGS 
TO THE DEFENDANT: CARLOS 
RUIZ, ALLEGED BIRTH FATHER 
AND JOHN DOE BIRTH FATHER 
YOU ARE HEREBY GIVEN THE 
FOLLOWING NOTICE:

1. That an adoption proceeding 
was filed in the Family Court of 
Greenville County on January 2, 
2025, and in this Complaint, you 
are alleged to be the father of a 
Hispanic, female child born in Sil-
ver Springs, Marland, on December 
28, 2024; and you John Doe are al-
leged to be the father of a Hispanic, 
female child born in Silver Springs, 
Marland, on December 28, 2024. 2.  
That the Plaintiffs in the above cap-
tioned Notice are not named for the 
purpose of confidentiality; however, 
the Court knows the true identity 
of the Plaintiffs and in responding 
to this notice, you are required to 
use the caption and the number 
2025-DR-23-0001. 3. That if Notice 
to Contest, Intervene or otherwise 
Respond is filed by you with the 
Court within thirty (30) days of the 
receipt of this Notice of Adoption 
Proceedings, you will be given an 
opportunity to appear and be heard 
on the merits of the adoption.  To 
file notice to Contest, Intervene or 
otherwise Respond in this action, 
you must notify the above named 
Court at Greenville County Court-
house, Clerk of Court Greenville 
County Family Court, 350 Halton 
Road, Greenville, South Carolina, 
29607 in writing of your intention 
to Contest, Intervene or otherwise 
Respond.  The above named Court 
must be informed of your current 
address and any changes of your ad-
dress during the adoption proceed-
ings.4.  That your failure to respond 
within thirty (30) days of receipt of 
this Notice of Adoption Proceedings 
constitutes your consent to the adop-
tion and forfeiture of all of your 
rights and obligations to the above 
identified child.  It is further alleged 
that your consent to this adoption is 
not required under S.C. Code Ann. 
Section 63-9-310 and that your 
parental rights should be terminated 
pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. Section 
63-7-2570 (7). This notice is given 
pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. Section 
63-9-730 (E). Raymond W. Godwin, 
Esq. (SC Bar #2162) PO Box 354, 
Greenville, SC  29602 
PH (864) 241-2883 FAX: (864) 
255-4342
ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFFS
Date: March 6, 2025 

Realtor®

m 301.789.6294
kim.kash@compass.com

             Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing 
Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not 
guaranteed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass 
in Virginia and Maryland. 660 Pennsylvania Avenue SE Suite 300 Washington, DC 
20003 | 202.545.6900

I believe strongly in 
Prince George’s as the 
smartest buy in the DC 
metro area. Be in touch 
if I can help with real 
estate anywhere in the 
DMV--and especially 
in Prince George’s 
County!

Kim Kash of Compass
Washingtonian’s Face of Prince 
George’s County Real Estate

Incident Summary
Greenbelt Police reported two 

deaths, one involving suicide; 
two domestic incidents; and four 
mental health diversions. Two ju-
venile missing person cases were 
resolved.

Robbery
On March 13 at 11:35 p.m. 

near 550 Crescent Road, a man 
was waiting to meet up with 
some women and said he had 
been attacked by a man who 
stole his  shoes,  wallet  and 
iPhone.

On March 14 at 3:13 p.m. 
near 5717 Greenbelt Metro Road, 
a man pointed a gun at three oth-
er men. He took shoes from one 
of the men and ran. The three 
men then chased him and fought 
him to get the shoes back. They 
stated later they knew it was only 
a BB gun.

Armed Person
On March 14 at 10:09 p.m. 

near 5810 Greenbelt Road, a 
man sitting at the bar displayed 
a firearm, and security asked him 
to leave the restaurant. He was 
gone when police arrived.

Assault
On March 13 at 11:08 a.m. 

near 8301 Miner Street, a man 
had a party at his residence. 
During the party, a man said 
something the host did not like 
and the man was asked to leave. 
The man would not leave and 
proceeded to punch the host sev-
eral times. Officers know who the 
man is and are seeking a warrant.

Premise Check
On March 12 at 4:23 p.m. 

near 5911 Cherrywood Lane, offi-
cers checking a vacant apartment 
found a loaded firearm, several 
items used in theft from vehicles, 
multiple cellphones, iPads, cloth-

ing with store tags still attached, 
vehicle keys and out-of-state 
license plates.

Fraud
On March 13 near  7595 

Greenbelt Road, the Greenbelt 
Police Department was notified 
by the Hillsborough County Sher-
iff’s Office in Tampa, Fla., of 
several fraudulent transactions 
regarding a bank account in the 
Greenbelt area.

Shoplifting
On March 10 at 9:44 a.m. 

near 5910 Greenbelt Road, a man 
wearing a gray hoodie went be-
hind the counter, grabbed several 
items and left without paying.

On March 11 at 1:04 p.m. 
near 6000 Greenbelt Road, some-
one concealed items in a plastic 
bag and left the store.

On March 13 at 2:05 p.m. 
near 6000 Greenbelt Road, a man 
and woman walked past all points 
of sale, stealing items.

Trespassing
On March 11 at 12:07 p.m. 

near 6440 Cherrywood Lane, an 
evicted woman moved her be-
longings back into the apartment. 
She was arrested and transported 
to the Upper Marlboro Depart-
ment of Corrections. Her dog was 
impounded at Prince George’s 
County Animal Control.

On March 15 at 5:56 a.m. 
near 6600 Capitol Drive, a disor-
derly man was creating a distur-
bance inside the store. Store em-
ployees asked him to leave and 
he refused. Officers also asked 
him to leave, and he refused 
multiple times. He was then ar-
rested and released on a criminal 
citation.

Warrant Service
On March 12 at 1:54 p.m. 

near 6000 Greenbelt Road, a 

woman who’d been banned was 
seen inside the mall. Officers 
confirmed that she was still 
banned; she was arrested on a 
warrant and taken to the Depart-
ment of Corrections.

Vehicle Crimes
Stolen Vehicles

On March 10 near  6111 
Breezewood Court, a 2009 Ford 
F150 was reported stolen, but it 
had been impounded for being 
illegally parked.

On March 15 near 120 West-
way, a tan 2007 Chevrolet Subur-
ban (Md. FP4597) was reported 
stolen.

Attempted Theft of Vehicles
On March 14 near 7929 Man-

dan Road, a 2015 Lexus RC-F 
had a window broken and igni-
tion damage.

On March 16 at 00:47 a.m. 
near 9308 Edmonston Road, a 
2017 Hyundai Sonata had win-
dow and ignition damage, with 
the steering wheel column taken 
completely off.

Stolen Vehicle Recovered
On March 16 near  6100 

Springhill Terrace, officers found 
a 2012 Hyundai Sonata with a 
window broken and the ignition 
and steering column removed. 
The vehicle was left running and 
unoccupied.

Theft from Auto
On March 14 two vehicles 

were broken into and items sto-
len: near 7919 Mandan Road, a 
2015 Honda Accord; and near 
7480 Greenway Center Drive, a 
2011 Chevy Suburban.

Vandalism to Auto
On March 16 near 9300 Ed-

monston Road, a 2018 Hyundai 
Accent had a window broken.

Construction  
On Cherrywood Lane

On Tuesday, March 18 
construction began on Cher-
rywood Lane from Greenbelt 
Road to Breezewood Drive. 
The roadworks are antici-
pated to last three weeks, 
depending on weather, and 
will include concrete works, 
milling, base repair, asphalt 
overlay, striping and road 
markings.

Residents are warned to 
anticipate delays in the area 
during this time.

Two speed bumps were in-
stalled between 12 and 16 
Courts Ridge Road by Public 
Works on March 4.
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Dr. Dianna Lee, Dr. Clayton McCarl, and
Dr. Richard Duarte are licensed general dentists.

Dental Implants 
The Permanent Solution for Missing Teeth

$75 dental implant consultation
includes dental exam and digital x-rays

Over 700 5-star reviews!
Infection Control Certified

CALL US AT 301-474-4144

Français, s’il vous plaît:
French at the Café

A group of people interested 
in speaking French meets at the 
New Deal Café every Thursday 
from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. All ages, 
all levels of fluency are welcome.

Volunteers Needed
For Tool Library

The Greenbelt Makerspace 
seeks volunteers to staff the tool 
library and organize classes and 
other events. People are ask-
ing for more open hours. Help 
is needed for the tool library 
to expand. Sign up for shifts at 
signup.com/go/UNkLnqk or email 
us at staff@make125.org if inter-
ested in other times or jobs. 

The Greenbelt Makerspace is 
accessed via the exterior stairs 
on the west side of the Granite 
Building at 115 Centerway.

GIVES Needs Drivers 
The Greenbelt Intergenera-

tional Volunteer Exchange Ser-
vice (GIVES) is an all-volunteer, 
nonprofit organization that helps 
adult Greenbelt residents with 
transportation and friendly visits, 
along with other services. More 
drivers are urgently needed to 
meet the increase in requests 
for services. To be a driver for 
GIVES, one needs to be a resi-
dent of Greenbelt, be a member 
of GIVES, have a valid Maryland 
license and insurance, and obtain 
a free background check. Mem-
bership is free. For information 
or an application, call 301-507-
6580 or visit givesgreenbelt.org. 

Pileated woodpecker
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http://www.mccarldental.com
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43-C Ridge Road. Rare GHI Unit 
w/Detached Garage & ½ Bath

H. Dwayne Taylor, REALTOR 
HdwayneTaylor68@Gmail.com

Mobile: (301) 323-8384                                   
Office:  (301) 459-5040                                      

6301 Ivy Lane                                                           
Suite 805                                                    

Greenbelt, MD 20770

Simplifying Real Estate  
and Maximizing Outcomes 
For Our Clients

Spacious 2-BR, 1.5-bath GHI 
Cinderblock TH that has been 
fully renovated w/newly 
installed ½ Bath, Ductless 
HVAC system, SS appliances & 
luxury flooring. $309,999. Best 
Bargain in Greenbelt! Call 
Dwayne today to see it right away 
before this one gets away.

H. Dwayne Taylor MD & DC 
REALTOR

Seller Representative Specialist 
(SRS)                                        
Real Estate Negotiation Expert 
(RENE)                                    
Pricing Strategy Advisor (PSA)                                 
Accredited Buyer’s Representative 
(ABR)

 

LifeNet    Healthcare Services, Inc. 
A HOME HEALTHCARE AGENCY 

NO MINIMUM HOURS REQUIRED 
301-798-5678 

FOR SENIORS, YOUNG ADULTS & PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED 
LifeNet’s REGISTERED NURSE ON CALL 24/7 

OUR CAREGIVERS ARE FINGERPRINTED & BACKGROUND CHECKED 

 

 
WE ACCEPT 

MEDICAID 
PRIVATE PAY 
& LONG-TERM 

INSURANCE 
Call today for a FREE 
In-home Consultation  

WE SPECIALIZE IN PERSONAL & COMPANIONSHIP CARE 
FOR PEOPLE WITH STROKE, DEMENTIA, ALZHEIMER’S, MULTIPLE 
SCLEROSIS, PARKINSON’S, VISION IMPAIRED-Call Today for Service 
WE ASSIST WITH BATHING, LAUNDRY, DRESSING, MEAL PREPARATION, TOILETING, 

HOUSEKEEPING, MEDICATION REMINDER, WALKING, RESPITE CARE, ESCORT TO 
DR’S APPOINTMENTS, PICK UP MEDICATIONS, INCONTINENT CARE, THERAPEUTIC 
EXERCISE, MEMORY STIMULATING ACTIVITIES, 24/7 LIVE IN CARE, & MUCH MORE 

We Are Local, & We Serve All Counties in Maryland 
 

65 and 70 decibels. The closest 
buildings now are perpendicular 
to the road, so the buildings’ 
short ends face the road to reduce 
exposure to noise. Recreation-
al areas (including a pickleball 
court) will be furthest from the 
road. 

The Buildings
Each building has 24 apart-

ments (96 altogether), with one 
unit set aside at the request of 
council to facilitate engagement 
with the wider community (the 
city has no formal power over 
zoning but developers are often 
willing to make concessions).  
There are four floor plans (and 
their mirror images) that depend 
on location in the building – for 
example, corner or middle – but 
all have two bedrooms, two bath-
rooms and a balcony.

The site is being developed 
not to the provisions of the cur-
rent site zoning (from April 1, 
2022), but under the provisions 
of the pre-2022 ordinance (which 
the rules allow). This enables 
the property to have the slightly 
higher-than-normal density of 
apartments per acre that was al-
lowed for housing for the elderly 
or disabled under the pre-2022 
rules. The normal number of such 
units allowed would be 90. 

Parking and Landscaping
The site will have a total of 

119 parking spaces, most on the 
smaller side, at 9’x18’ (often 9.5’ 
x 19’/20’); eight are handicapped-
accessible (larger) spaces, 111 
are regular and two are elec-
tric-charging spaces. The build-
ing description notes that these 
smaller-than-usual parking spaces 
provide “more room for the older 
residents than utilizing compact 

vehicle spaces,” but perhaps more 
importantly to the developer, 
“ensure the minimum green area 
requirements are satisfied.”  

Preliminary landscaping dia-
grams show plantings that will 
encapsulate and shield the site 
from nearby homes and apart-
ments, with significant attention 
to the border along Greenbelt 
Road.  

Conforming to Zoning  
The site is subject to R-18 

zoning and the justification docu-
ment walks through the ordi-
nance’s criteria showing how the 
development meets each of them. 
These include requirements for 
attractive buildings and landscap-
ing, suitable amenities, grading, 
services, public spaces and park-
ing/circulation. The R-18 zoning 
promotes neighborhood preserva-
tion, the provision of age-restrict-
ed housing and owned rather than 
rented properties. It promotes di-
versity of available housing types 
and identifies characteristics asso-
ciated with the ability of seniors 
to “age in place.”  

Ownership and Marketing
The buildings will be sold unit 

by unit as condominiums with a 
governing board of residents and 
a resident management company 
to provide day-to-day services to 
the apartments. Expected comple-
tion dates and pricing are not yet 
available.

D e t a i l e d  s u b m i s s i o n s 
to the city from the owners/
builders can be seen online at 
greenbeltmd.gov/government/
planning-community-development/
development-proposals/currently-
under-review/7010-greenbelt-road. 

CONDOS continued from page 1

access roads and consulting with 
the Washington Metropolitan Area 
Transit Authority (WMATA). 
However, money for construction 
has not been set aside and is not 
part of the continuing resolution 
passed by Congress last week. 

Speaking with the News Re-
view on Monday, City Manager 
Josué Salmerón said the city will 
continue its work on the project 
until the General Services Ad-
ministration (GSA) tells them 
otherwise. Stephen Ehikian, a 
technology, artificial intelligence 
and software entrepreneur, was 
appointed as acting administra-
tor and deputy administrator of 
the GSA by Trump in January. 
He’s unlikely to dispute Trump’s 
decision.

Governor’s Outcry
The State of Maryland, whose 

leaders worked for over a decade 
to secure the winning bid for 
the site, seems poised to fight 
Trump’s decision. Over the week-
end, Governor Wes Moore said 
he found out about Trump’s state-
ment from the news rather than 
the White House, demonstrating 
the lack of partnership, and called 
it a “direct attack on law enforce-
ment” and on the FBI. In a social 
media post on Sunday, Moore 
wrote: “This is a direct assault 
on the brave men and women of 
the FBI, full stop. They deserve 
a modern, consolidated HQ that 
meets their public safety and 
national security mission. It’s 
why Greenbelt was chosen – and 
that’s not a political position, it’s 
a fact.” 

Impact
The overruling of that decision 

would come at a particularly bad 
time for the region as Maryland 
faces an over $3 billion deficit 
and is in need of economic de-
velopment. Moore has estimated 
the new headquarters would bring 
some 7,500 jobs to the region 
and generate revenue of over $4 
billion. Prince George’s County is 
facing a projected deficit of more 
than $170 million and the City 
of Greenbelt has been making 
difficult decisions about cuts in 
efforts to balance its own budget. 
Greenbelt, the county and the 
state have also been significantly 
impacted by federal job losses in 
recent weeks. According to U.S. 
Census Bureau data 17.3 per-
cent of Prince George’s County 
residents and more than 14 per-
cent of Greenbelt’s residents are 
federal workers; still more are 
federal contractors.

A History of Opposition
On Friday, Trump said a “big” 

new FBI headquarters will be 
built in Washington, D.C., and 
should be located close to the 
Department of Justice. Most will 
not be surprised by Trump’s 
promise to “not … let that (move 
to Maryland) happen,” and many 
foresaw his election as the death 
knell for the FBI headquarters 
in Greenbelt, given his history 
of opposing its relocation from 
Washington, D.C. In 2017 Trump 

similarly announced the head-
quarters would stay in Washing-
ton, D.C., and be rebuilt down-
town. 

Following the announcement 
in 2023 that the headquarters 
would come to Greenbelt, the 
selection process was met with 
pushback from then-FBI Director 
Christopher Wray and Virginia 
leaders. They claimed the GSA’s 
selection process was “fouled by 
political considerations and al-
leged impropriety,” and requested 
an immediate investigation (see 
the December 6, 2023, issue of 
the News Review). After nearly 
a year of silence, GSA’s report, 
released last month, found the 
selection process, though flawed, 
was not marred by a conflict of 
interest. Former GSA Admin-
istrator Robin Carnahan stated 
none of the issues raised “under-
mine the overall integrity of the 
process.” The report dismissed 
allegations that former GSA of-
ficial Nina Albert had improperly 
influenced the decision.

GSA Report on Site
After more than a decade of 

deliberation, the GSA announced 
in November 2023 that Greenbelt 
would be the new home of the 
FBI headquarters, selecting the 
site over Springfield, Va., and 
Landover, Md. (see the Novem-
ber 16, 2023 issue.) The decision 
followed years of advocacy from 
Maryland officials, who argued 
that Greenbelt’s proximity to 
public transit, cost-effectiveness 
and equity considerations made it 
the best choice. 

On Tuesday Greenbelt City 
Council and the City Manager 
issued the following statement: 
“The City of Greenbelt fully sup-
ports the decision to relocate the 
FBI headquarters to our commu-
nity. As emphasized by Governor 
Moore, Senator Van Hollen and 
the entire Congressional delega-
tion, Greenbelt offers the most 
secure, build-ready and cost-
effective site to meet the FBI’s 
mission and operational needs. 
Changing the GSA’s thoroughly 
vetted decision again will further 
compromise national security 
and delay vital progress. We are 
committed to keeping Greenbelt 
and Prince George’s County as 
the site for this essential facility 
and will continue working with 
our Team Maryland colleagues to 
ensure the FBI has the best loca-
tion and the best use of taxpayer 
resources.”

Diya Shah is a student at the 
Philip Merrill College of Jour-
nalism interning with the News 
Review.

FBI continued from page 1

Construction equipment on the move at the site for condos for age 
55+ on Greenbelt Road, near the Armory
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Golden Age Club 
The next meeting of the Gold-

en Age Club is on March 26, 
when Bingo will be the featured 
program. The Club meets most 
Wednesdays at 11 a.m. in Room 
201 of the Community Center.  
The club does not meet when 
inclement weather delays or clos-
es the Prince George’s County 
schools. Annual dues are due.

The Golden Age Club Anni-
versary Luncheon will be held on 
April 16 at the Holiday Inn Col-
lege Park, 10000 Baltimore Av-
enue, starting at noon.  There will 
be entertainment by the musicians 
of TGIF group, playing favorites 
from the 1950s and beyond. For 
more information, call Suzanne 
Sligh at 301-477-3077.

Make a Difference Now:  
Hunger Close to Home 

The community coming to-
gether can stamp out Greenbelt 
hunger, even during these most 
uncertain times. The impact of a 
fully stocked pantry is profound. 
Keeping the shelves stocked at 
the Greenbelt Interfaith Leader-
ship Association food pantry at 
St. Hugh’s, which were emptied 
during the holidays, takes a com-
munity effort. PORCH will pick 
up nonperishable food placed on 
porches in March as scheduled 
below. 

Sunday, March 23 ‒ by 5 p.m. 
for 11 Court Ridge Road, 14 and 
16 Courts Ridge Road, 8 and 10 
Courts Southway and Lakeside 
Drive.

Weekly Programs
Held at The SPACE 

Artrepreneurship, meets Tues-
days, Wednesdays and Thursdays, 
5 to 7 p.m. Four-week program.

Sundays, Sewing Classes, 1:30 
to 3 p.m. Open to all skill levels. 
A limited number of sewing ma-
chines is available; participants 
can also bring their own. 

Wednesdays, Beginners Music 
Classes in Ukulele and Key-
boards, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Fridays (1st and 3rd of the 
month), Free Art for All Game 
Night, 5 to 7 p.m. Play for fun 
and gear up for monthly tourna-
ments. 

Saturdays, Yoga with René 
Hood, 10 to 11:30 a.m.; Expres-
sive Art Workshops, 2 to 4 p.m. 
Space Family Band Jam Session, 
4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Rainbow Joe is 
back. Bring an instrument or bor-
row one from The SPACE and 
jump into the jam.

All classes are not only en-
riching but also free and open to 
the public. The program extends 
a warm welcome for donations to 
support its community initiatives.

T h e  S PA C E  i s  l o c a t e d 
upstairs in the former Big Lots 
space at Beltway Plaza, 6000 
Greenbelt Road. Details on 
upcoming events can be seen 
on Instagram or Facebook @
TheSPACEFreeArtForAll. For 
details call 240-244-6115.

Advertise 
here and 

read about YOU.
Not us!

$16.35 and up
www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com

http://greenbeltmd.gov/government/planning-community-development/development-proposals/currently-under-review/7010-greenbelt-road
http://greenbeltmd.gov/government/planning-community-development/development-proposals/currently-under-review/7010-greenbelt-road
http://greenbeltmd.gov/government/planning-community-development/development-proposals/currently-under-review/7010-greenbelt-road
http://greenbeltmd.gov/government/planning-community-development/development-proposals/currently-under-review/7010-greenbelt-road
http://www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com
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Join us for a double feature on

With special guest

Dr. Joanne
Margaret
Braxton

Black History and
Women's History Month

�� Sunday, March 23, 2025
⏰ 3:00 PM

�� Greenbriar Terrace Room
�� 7600 Hanover Parkway, Greenbelt, MD

�� Don’t miss this critical discussion!

School News

Students from Greenbelt Nursery School pay a visit to Greenbelt 
Access Television.

The team from Greenbelt 
Middle School, reigning Prince 
George’s County Public Schools 
Middle School Science Bowl 
champion, won the regional com-
petition for the 2025 National 
Science Bowl (NSB) in January 
and will compete in the 35th 
annual NSB National Finals this 
spring. The U.S. Department of 
Energy (DOE) sponsors the NSB.

Making the announcement, 
Harriet Kung, acting director of 
the DOE Office of Science, said, 
“I am honored to congratulate the 
Greenbelt Middle School team 
as they advance to the National 
Finals. Continue to believe in 
yourselves and your knowledge 
as you compete for the title of 
champion. Good luck!”

The NSB brings together 
thousands of middle and high 
school students from across the 
country to compete in a fast-

On January 28, students from 
Greenbelt Nursery School vis-
ited Greenbelt Access Television 
(GATe) to record a song about 
snowmen. The class of preschool-
ers ranged in age from 3 to 5 
and all were excited to visit the 
studio and see the lights and 

Students from the French 
Honor  Soc i e ty  a t  E l eano r 
Roosevelt High School presented 
Roosevelt’s Got Talent Show to 
a packed auditorium of mostly 
students and their families on 
Friday, January 24.

Sponsored by Anna Maria 
Cherubin and Laurent Rigal, the 
event was hosted by students who 
kept the audience engaged with 
their energy and banter. 

The first round consisted of 
11 varied acts: a keyboardist, 
vocalists, pianists, a rock group, 
dancers and a saxophonist. They 
performed to an appreciative 
audience who were clapping and 
cheering along. What talent these 
students have.

During intermission, the audi-

Nursery School Children Visit
GATe to Record Their Song

camera. They were welcomed by 
GATe’s Executive Director Sheila 
Tilert and Animation Instructor 
George Kochell. 

The recording will be view-
able on GATe’s website and You-
Tube channel, Verizon Fios 19 
and Comcast 77.

Annual Talent Show Features
Roosevelt Students’ Top Acts

by Dan Celdran

ence was treated to a perfor-
mance by the Lady Raiders and 
Dem’ Raider Boyz step teams.

The acts were judged by the 
principal, music teacher, guid-
ance counselor and other staff. 
The top five performers chosen 
by the judges performed their 
second acts. 

Proceeds from the talent 
show will be donated to Child-
Fund, a nonprofit organization 
that supports poor children and 
their families in French-speak-
ing African countries such as 
Senegal and Guinea.

A fun time for the whole 
family. Join us next year! 

Dan Celdran is mom to a 
sophomore at Eleanor Roosevelt 
High School.

Greenbelt Middle School Finalists
Compete in National Science Bowl

paced verbal forum to solve tech-
nical problems and answer ques-
tions. Middle school questions are 
in life science, physical science, 
earth and space science, energy 
and mathematics.

The winning team from each 
of the 46 middle- and 64 high-
school regionals will compete 
in the National Finals, at the 
National 4-H Conference Center 
in Chevy Chase from April 24 
to 28. 

The top two middle and high 
school teams in the National 
Finals will win $5,000 for their 
schools’ math and science de-
partments. Other schools placed 
in the top 16 will win $1,000 
for their schools’ science depart-
ments. For more information, 
email Nathan Clark, the NSB 
media manager at nathan.clark@
science.doe.gov.

Writing Contest on Peace
For Maryland Students

All Maryland middle school 
students are invited to enter a 
statewide writing contest focusing 
on the themes of peace and social 
justice. The contest, sponsored by 
Anne Arundel Peace Action, the 
Maryland Peace Action Educa-
tion Fund, the Benjamin Peace 
Foundation and the Peace and 
Social Concerns Committee of 
Annapolis Friends Meeting, is 
open to all seventh and eighth 
grade students enrolled in public 
or private schools in Maryland 
and to home-schooled students 
corresponding to the same grade 
levels. This is the 26th year the 
contest has been conducted.

Four cash prizes wil l  be 
awarded, for first through fourth 
place, and winners will be hon-
ored at a special ceremony, al-
though attendance is not required 
to receive an award.

To enter, students must submit 
an entry of up to 1,200 words on 
this topic:

“Suppose a time machine ex-
isted that gave you the opportu-
nity to meet with a figure from 
history who was prominent in 
promoting peace and social jus-
tice. Whom would you choose 
and why? Base your selection 
on something that you have read 
or watched and explain why that 
person has a special meaning for 
you. Drawing from your own 
experience, what questions would 
you ask them? How do you think 
your views, or even your life, 
might be changed as a result of 
this encounter?”

Entries must be accompanied 
by a separate cover sheet includ-
ing the student’s name, address 
and phone number or e-mail ad-
dress; school’s name, address and 
phone number; and the name of 
the teacher sponsor if applicable.

Entries and accompanying ma-
terials must be postmarked no 
later than May 31 and mailed to 
Fred B. Benjamin Peace Writing 
Contest, 310 Riverview Avenue, 
Annapolis, MD 21403-3328.

Kids Discovery Center
At Patuxent Refuge

The Discovery Center at the 
Patuxent Research Refuge offers 
learning activities and crafts for 
children ages 3 to 10 with an 
adult, Wednesdays through Satur-
days except on federal holidays. 
Sessions start at 10 a.m., 11 a.m. 
and noon, lasting 35 minutes. The 
March theme is Snails, Slugs and 
Worms.

Registration is strongly recom-
mended. Call 301-497-5760. Visit 
fws.gov/refuge/patuxent-research/
patuxent-visitor-center for more 
information.

Send Us Your High Resolution Photos!

The News Review encourages readers to send in  
photos of Greenbelt landmarks, activities and the changing 
seasons. Photos should be at least 300 dpi, and must include the 
name of the photographer and a caption. The caption must name 
any identifiable people in the photo, as well as explain the picture. 

If you are sending photos from your phone, please choose the 
option to send "actual size", or upload the photos to your computer 
first and then email the photos at full size. Send photos to editor@
greenbeltnewsreview.com.

- Photos by Anna Bedford-Dillow

Donate Sneakers
For People in Need

Greenbelt Community Church, 
United Church of Christ (GCC) 
is collecting athletic shoes by 
partnering with GotSneakers. This 
sneaker recycling program helps 
to keep sneakers out of landfills, 
where they have harmful effects 
on the environment. 

A donation box is located 
outside the Fellowship Center 
(the small building 
behind the church) 
for people to drop 
off sneakers at any 
time. 

mailto:nathan.clark@science.doe.gov
mailto:nathan.clark@science.doe.gov
http://fws.gov/refuge/patuxent-research/patuxent-visitor-center
http://fws.gov/refuge/patuxent-research/patuxent-visitor-center
mailto:editor%40greenbeltnewsreview.com?subject=
mailto:editor%40greenbeltnewsreview.com?subject=
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

G. RYAN GR��R

Senior Vice President

(202) 349-7455 
rgreer@ncb.coop

www.ncb.coop1rgreer

NMLS #507534

NCB has been financing at Greenbelt

Homes for over 40 years.  We offer:

Fixed Rate Mortgages

Competitive Financing

Low Closing Costs

Cooperative �xpertise

Banking products and services provided by National Cooperative

Bank* N.A .   Member FDIC .   NCB  NMLS #422343

 

GREENBELT SERVICE CENTER

Auto Repairs & 
Road Service

A.S.E. Certified Technicians 
Maryland State Inspections

161 CENTERWAY 
GREENBELT, MD 

301-474-8348

Continental Movers
Free boxes

Local – Long Distance
$80 x two men

$100 x three men
301-340-0602
202-438-1489

www.continentalmovers.net

w

Greenbelt Auto & Truck Repair Inc.
159 Centerway Road
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770

301-982-2582
www.greenbeltautoandtruckrepair.com

A.S.E.

A complete service facility equipped to 
perform all service requirements that your 
manufacturer recommends to comply with 
Preventive Maintenance service sched-
ules & extended warranty programs!  Also, 
routine repairs that keep your vehicles 
operating safely and reliably.

Master Certified Technicians

Auto-body, collision repairs and theft recovery damage
A.S.E. Certified Technicians, 
Insurance Claims Welcome.

Free estimates, please call for appointment

RATES
CLASSIFIED: $4.00 minimum for 15 words. $1 for each 1-5 ad-

ditional words. Submit ad with payment to the News Review office 
by 6 p.m. Tuesday, or to the News Review drop box in the Co-op 
grocery store before 5 p.m. Tuesday, or mail to 15 Crescent Rd., Suite 
100, Greenbelt, MD 20770.

BOXED: $10.90/column inch. Minimum 1.5 inches ($16.35). Dead-
line 2 p.m. Monday for ads that need to be set up, including those 
needing clip art and/or borders. 6 p.m. Tuesday for camera-ready ads. 
Certs and Notarizations each $10.

NEEDED: Please include name, phone number and address with 
ad copy.  Ads not considered accepted until published.

DROP ads and payments in the mail slot in the exterior door of 
the News Review office. The door is located to the left of the main 
entrance on the east side of the Community Center (side closest to 
Roosevelt Center and the Municipal Building).

ZELLE: The News Review is now accepting electronic payments 
through Zelle. Find out more at zellepay.com. Customers should direct 
their payments to business@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

AD DESK: 301-474-4131 or ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

S&A Plumbing  
Service Inc. 

24/7 plumbing service needs 
Garbage disposal, dishwasher 
Leak, clog, faucets, etc. 
Please call me.  
Independent and local.
Prices reasonable. 
Give me a call 240 988 8908 
Time bank members receive 
“great discounts”

HELP WANTED

HIRING HAIRSTYLIST – com-
mission only, Greenbelt area, must 
have a following. Call Dominick  
301-980-9200.

REAL ESTATE RENTAL

ROOM FOR RENT – (Upstairs).  
Montpelier, Laurel off 197 or Muirkirk 
Road. Nonsmoker.  $800/m incl. utili-
ties, 1st & Lst upfront.  FT employed 
outside the house.  House situated on 
corner wooded lot, Victorian decorated 
LR, Spacious Kit. Laundry room off kit. 
Patio.  301-676-3996, Nancy.

SERVICES

COMPUTERS, WIFI, PRINTERS – 
Installing, Repairing, Troubleshooting; 
Documents Printing, Pickup, Dropoff, 
Training. JBS, 240-601-4163.

CUSTOM FLOORING, LLC – Install-
ing all flooring products. Specializing 
in refinishing hardwood. Starting $3.50 
per sq. ft. Call Now 301-844-8897, 
www.customflooringllc.net.

HANDYMAN DAVE – Paint, wood-
work, exterior house cleaning, bath, 
kitchens, floor, more. 443-404-0449.

CARING KIM’S PET CARE – Drop-in 
visits, boarding and walks. Mornings, 
Noon, Evenings and Nights, seven 
days a week. By a lifetime animal lover 
and caregiver. Offered for dogs, cats, 
and other small animals. Call Kim at  
301-520-6708 for appointment or with 
any questions.

HOUSECLEANING – Over 20 years 
in Greenbelt area. Weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly or one-time cleaning offered. 
Local references and free estimates 
available. Debbie, 301-523-9884.

LAWN CARE -  Mowing, hedge 
trimming, leaf raking, pressure wash-
ing, etc. Call Dave for an estimate 
240-244-7945.

SOLO ELECTRICAL SERVICES, 
LLC and HANDYMAN – Service 
calls, EV chargers, Heavy ups and other 
electrical needs. Call 240-704-4993.

FRANK’S VIDEO CONVERSION – 
Convert VHS tapes/8mm movies, slides 
to DVD. LP records to CD. DAT tapes 
to CD. Home 240-295-3994, Cell 703-
216-7293. franksvideoconversion@
gmail.com.

HEATING AND COOLING – We 
specialize in installing Mitsubishi duct-
less heat pump systems in Greenbelt 
Homes. Call Mike at H & C Heating & 
Cooling, 301-953-2113. Licensed and 
insured since 1969.

ANGELA’S HOUSE CLEANING 
AND PAINTING – Cleaning your 
home like my own, at reasonable prices. 
Painting inside and out. References 
available in Greenbelt. Ten years’ pro-
fessional experience. AngelaLazo1@
hotmail.com; 240-645-5140.

KELLAHER MAINTENANCE 
ENGINEERING, LLC – Junk removal, 
electrical, painting, drywall, leaf 
removal, landscape design, mulching 
flower beds, bucket truck services, 
stump grinding, pruning trees & 
removal, pole lighting, power washing 
siding & decks. Mulch & top soil 
delivery. Dkellaher@hotmail.com, 301-
318-5472. Insured. Visa, MasterCard, 
Discover. www.Kellahermaintenance.
com.

GREENBELT MASTER ELECTRI-
CIAN – with over 20 years of expe-
rience. New installation and repair 
work. Call D&M Electrical Services 
301-346-5335.

YARDWORK – Spring clean-up, mow-
ing, weeding, etc. Call 410-940-9945 
ask for John.

SHAMROCK JUNK REMOVAL – 
Call 301-318-5472.

HAULING AND JUNK REMOVAL – 
Complete clean out: garages, houses, 
construction debris, etc. Licensed & 
insured. Free estimates. Mike Smith, 
301-346-0840.

WANTED

WE BUY military clothing and col-
lectibles, call 443-718-8087.

http://www.continentalmovers.net
http://zellepay.com
mailto:business@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.ncb.coop/rgreer
mailto:rgreer%40ncb.coop?subject=
http://www.crowleycoroofing.com
http://www.customflooringllc.net
mailto:franksvideoconversion@gmail.com
mailto:franksvideoconversion@gmail.com
mailto:AngelaLazo1@hotmail.com
mailto:AngelaLazo1@hotmail.com
mailto:Dkellaher@hotmail.com
http://www.Kellahermaintenance.com
http://www.Kellahermaintenance.com
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RICHARD K. GEHRING, HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST IN REMODELING & REPAIRS

CARPENTRY – DRYWALL – PAINTING
KITCHENS – BATHROOMS

SIDING – WINDOWS – DOORS – DECKS
LICENSED – INSURED – LEAD PAINT CERTIFIED

MHIC #84145
PHONE 301-448-8703














    
     


    
 
   












  
 

 
      
     


   
    
      


    
      
     



  
     


     
  
      
     



   

    





 








 





 
 Traditional Funerals 
 Memorial Services 
 Cremations 
 Flowers 
 Caskets, Vaults, Urns 
 Pre-Arrangements 
 Large on-site parking 

Family Owned and Operated  
since 1858 

301-927-6100             
www.gaschs.com 

4739 Baltimore Avenue 
Hyattsville, MD  20781 

Donald V. BorgwardtDonald V. Borgwardt
FUNERAL HOME, P.A. BB

Family 

O w n e d

Traditional  Monuments  Cremation
Funerals     Service

Family owned  
and operated4400 Powder Mill Rd.

Beltsville, Md. 20705-2751 
(301) 937-1707
www.borgwardtfuneralhome.com

Pre-Need Counseling
By Appointment

Call for Sports News
Do you have Greenbelt 

sports news to share?
We welcome your photos 

a n d  s t o r i e s  a t  e d i t o r @
greenbeltnewsreview.com.

MELANIE CANTWELL
REALTOR

LOOKING TO 
BUY OR SELL GHI,
SINGLE FAMILY
HOME, OR
TOWNHOUSE? 
LET'S WORK TOGETHER!

MELANIE.CANTWELL@LNF.COM
C: 240-470-5911/ O: 301-441-9511
WWW.LONGANDFOSTER.COM
9094 BALTIMORE AVE
COLLEGE PARK, MD 20740

LONG & FOSTER COMPANIES
PROVIDE AN ALL-INCLUSIVE
EXPERIENCE:

Real Estate
Mortgage
Inspection
Title
Insurance
Moving
Property Management 

 
NutritionDiabetesObesityMental Health Primary Care

WELLNESS CLINIC

(301) 263-3845 taicare.comtaicare4u

8751 Greenbelt Rd, #102 Greenbelt, MD 20770 Your Wellness = Your Wealth

An American toad (Anaxyrus 
americanus) in the North 
Woods, Greenbelt Forest Pre-
serve
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At approximately 8:40 a.m. 
on Wednesday, March 19, Green-
belt police officers discovered 
a fire active in three apartments 
within a multifamily building in 
the 6100 block of Breezewood 
Drive. Police were the first on 
the scene, joined by Berwyn 
Heights Police Department, and 
firefighters responded promptly to 
the two-alarm fire. The building 
was evacuated and, according to 
Prince George’s Fire Department 
(PGFD), seven residents were 
rescued from their balconies. 
Two residents were transported to 
hospital to receive treatment for 

Three Franklin Park Apartments
Catch Fire; Residents Rescued

by Anna Bedford-Dillow

non-life-threatening injuries.
City Manager Josué Salmerón 

was at the scene Wednesday 
morning and said that fortunately 
there were no deaths or life-
threatening injuries from the fire 
but the Red Cross was on scene 
treating residents for smoke in-
halation. Salmerón said it was 
not yet clear how the fire began, 
determining that may take some 
time, and it was unknown how 
many apartments would be con-
demned. Franklin Park would be 
relocating impacted residents, said 
Salmerón.

Firefighters respond to a two-alarm fire involving three apartments 
in Franklin Park on Wednesday, March 19. Seven residents were 
rescued from balconies.

- Photos by Prince George's County Fire/EMS Department

Quilts Across Maryland
Hang at Courthouse

T h e  2 2 n d 
exhibi t ion of 
Quilts Across 
Maryland cur-
rently hangs at 
the Greenbelt 
Federal Court-
house on Cher-
rywood Lane 
through the end 
of April. The works demonstrate 
a wide range of styles and tech-
niques that illustrate the versatil-
ity of the medium and the cre-
ativity of the artists.

Included are quilts by local 
artists Pat Scully of Greenbelt 
and Janet Freitag of Berwyn 
Heights. Others celebrate nature 
in various forms and commemo-
rate Black History Month.  

Woodland Melo-
dy by Pat Scully
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Much better late than never, 
The SPACE hosted a Mardi Gras 
celebration on Saturday evening, 
March 8, featuring the sensational 
Greenbelt S.I.T.Y. Stars jump 
rope team accompanied by the 
eye- and ear-popping stylings of 
Greenbelt’s resident New Orleans 
party band, the Honk! Situation.

An indoor New Orleans-style 
street parade kicked off the fes-
tivities. The fabulously clad 
brass band led a dancing crowd 
through the maze of creation ven-
ues that is The SPACE Free Art 
for All, a big open clubhouse for 
making art, upstairs at Beltway 
Plaza. 

The evening ramped up to 

Tardy Gras at The SPACE
Features Honk, S.I.T.Y. Stars 

by Lesley Kash

polished performances by S.I.T.Y. 
Stars, from the littles to the ex-
perts. After that exhibition of 
precision athletics, the Honk! 
Situation persuaded the crowd 
into a soul-train-ish jamboree, 
as the elegant S.I.T.Y. Stars, in 
cool-down mode, observed with 
skeptical amusement. And then 
the whole thing devolved into 
the flailing dance party one ex-
pects at any Situation instigated 
by Honk!

Shaymar Higgs, The SPACE’s 
creator and center of gravity, 
encouraged the happy crowd to 
support The SPACE and come 
back often.

Tardy Gras celebrants at The SPACE

S.I.T.Y. Stars perform at Tardy Gras.

- Photos by Lesley Kash

Artful Afternoons, March 2 and 9

Cleopatra Merritt shows off the Hello 
Kitty headband that she and her mother 
carefully crafted at the Artful Afternoon 
at Springhill Lake Recreation Center on 
Sunday, March 9.

Artists of all ages gather at the gluing station on 
Sunday, March 2 at the Community Center.

Two participants deftly ply needles and 
thread.

A young artist wears her creation.

Luna's grandparents help her show off her new 
mouse ears.

Sisters show off their finished headbands, a fox and 
an imaginary creature.

- Photos by Amanda Larsen

Two Artful Afternoons took 
place on Sunday, March 2 at the 
Community Center and on Sun-
day, March 9 at Springhill Lake 

Music from the Honk! Situation inspires danc-
ers.

Recreation Center. Participants 
made animal ears, taking inspi-
ration from Secret Circus, the 
Greenbelt Youth Musical, with 

instructor Vanessa Zanin who 
was one of the costumers for the 
show.


