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Women in Greenbelt

Danielle McKinney: Greenbelt’s
First Black Woman on Council

by Melissa Sites

Danielle Mc- 4

experiences taught

Kinney, Greenbelt’s
first African Ameri-
can woman elected
to city council, is
familiar with firsts
in her family. Her |
mother was the
first Black woman
in the first class of
women at St. John
Fisher University,
and became the
first Black woman
dean of students at
Rensselaer Poly-
technic Institute.
Her brother became
the first Black as-

McKinney how to
get to know peo-
ple from different
backgrounds. She
studied educational
leadership and poli-
cy at the University
of Maryland, and
thought, “If I'm
going to be doing
policy work I need
to understand some
of the issues that
are going on in
our urban schools.”
So she taught fifth
grade with Teach
for America in
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sistant general Danielle McKinney

manager in the Na-
tional Hockey League for the
Florida Panthers.

Growing up in Albany, N.Y.,
McKinney had no Black teachers
before college, but having two
college-educated parents opened
doors for her. As an eighth grad-
er, McKinney attended Space
Camp in Huntsville, Ala., and
went to Spain as an exchange
student at the age of 15. These

Long Beach, Ca-
lif., where she had
35 students, with two thirds as
second-language learners. Her
husband is a teacher at DuVal
High School. McKinney currently
works in training and develop-
ment for Marriott and has lived
in Greenbelt for five years.
McKinney’s top priority is
to be a consensus builder and

See MCKINNEY, page 7

Charlestowne North Receiver
Appointed; Tenants Notified

by Erica Johns

PHOTO BY CHONDRIA ANDREWS

From left, Matt Staff, regional supervisor, Tarantino Properties;
Sal Thomas, executive vice president for Multifamily Operations,
Tarantino Properties; Terri Hruby, director of Planning and Com-
munity Development, City of Greenbelt; and Josué Salmerdn,
Greenbelt city manager

The Prince George’s County
Circuit Court appointed Tarantino
Properties of Texas as receiver
for the Charlestowne North apart-
ment building on February 26,
and Tarantino staff began work-
ing at the building on February
28. This occurred within one
month of Freddie Mac’s Febru-
ary 2 receivership filing in Prince
George’s County Circuit Court.

Charlestowne North tenants
described receivership as “the
best thing that can happen to us.”
(See Greenbelt News Review,

February 8, 2024.) A receiver is
a custodian responsible to the
court to care for the property and
resolve its many code violations.
Receivers are often property man-
agement companies experienced
in managing rental properties and
authorized to collect rent. Taran-
tino’s website says their business
is focused on commercial and
apartment properties, including
services for property manage-
ment, brokerage, leasing, renova-
tion and receivership.

See TENANTS, page 7

Crime Trends, Youth Offenders
Discussed at Police Meeting

by Deb Daniel

On February 27, more than 20
residents joined Greenbelt police
officers in a community meet-
ing at the Community Center to
discuss crime trends and preven-
tion, juvenile crime and upcom-
ing events. Other topics raised
included traffic problems during
road repair, dangerous vehicle ex-
hibitions and funding bottlenecks.

Juvenile Offenders

Much discussion focused on
juveniles who repeatedly break
the law and receive only light
consequences for their actions
(usually the maximum sentence
for a juvenile offender is proba-
tion with the family).

Some bills pending before
the Maryland General Assembly
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seek to address the problem of
repeat juvenile offenders (HB814,
SB744, SB0792). However, the
legislation leaves many issues
unresolved, for example, at what
age juveniles can understand the
consequences of their actions and
what environment would foster

See CRIME, page 8

City and Franklin Park Ponder
Maintenance and Finances

by Cathie Meetre

On February 21, the Greenbelt
City Council held a workses-
sion with Franklin Park manage-
ment. Part of that meeting is
described in a separate article on
public safety (see the February
29 issue). In the meeting, Laurie
Bonner, operations manager for
Fieldstone Properties (owner of
Franklin Park), and Franklin Park
Manager Denise Knight fielded
questions from council and at-
tendees on multiple topics. To set
the scene, Bonner described the
massive complex of 153 acres,
246 buildings and 2,877 rental

units, stating multiple times dur-
ing the meeting that Fieldstone’s
goal is to house people in quality,
affordable properties. Franklin
Park is divided into nine phases,
each with its own boiler plant.
In an interesting historical note,
each of these phases was indi-
vidually owned when the original
Springhill Lake was built in the
early 1960s.
Improvement Projects

Bonner commented that the
replacement windows project is
ahead of schedule and Fieldstone
will shortly have completed three

of the nine phases. Each win-
dow and sliding door must be
individually measured and built.
The remaining six phases, how-
ever, are on hold and will need
to be paced with cash flow. Even
so, they expect to complete them
within the original three-year tar-
get. Following the windows, in-
terior hallways are to be updated.

Fieldstone has been follow-
ing a program to install new
roofs and high efficiency boilers.
With one boiler section already

See FRANKLIN PARK, page 11

The News Review seeks
web builders for website
upgrade. See page 7.

What Goes On

Monday, March 11

7:30 p.m., City Council
Meeting, Municipal Building
Wednesday, March 13

7:30 p.m., Council Workses-
sion: Northway Fields Secu-
rity Improvement, Municipal
Building

See the city ad on page 5
or the meetings calendar at
greenbeltmd.gov for more
information.
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On Sunday, March 3, the Greenbelt Honk! Situation band
joined crafters at the March Artful Afternoon event. Together
they celebrated the year of the dragon with paper-crafted
dragons, music and dancing, along with a large dragon puppet
that danced its way through the room.
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Letters to the Editor

Don’t Cut Bus Service

One of the first things I
learned when I moved here was
that the public transit was ap-
palling. Not just WMATA, the
county-run buses and UMD too.
I made a list of ways to improve
transit; cutting service was not on
that list.

At a time when, for so many
reasons, public transit should be
encouraging more riders, cutting
service is not an environmentally
sound choice.

One example of the current
service: to get to a venue in
Montgomery County on a Sat-
urday afternoon, a distance of
perhaps 10 miles, the combination
bus/train trip as directed would
have taken me two hours each
way, and the train portion took
me out of the way, sending me
south first to go north, wasting
my time. The trip planning on
the website is often like that, so
I spend hours trying to figure out
the real best way to get to places
I want to go.

Another example, going to the
post office on a weekday. I just
missed the return bus and had to
wait an hour for the next one. I
don’t want to stand around at bus
stops, particularly in wet or hot

We are blessed here in Green-
belt to have, for those eligible,
GIVES and the Greenbelt Con-
nection. I doubt others in the
DMV have such service avail-
able.

Having the consequences of
mismanagement fall on already
badly served riders by cutting
service, giving them even fewer
options, is not the answer

Joan Estenson

Do We Need a New
School Building?

To piggyback off the idea ex-
pressed in recent News Review
letters to move the municipal
offices to empty office space in-
stead of spending millions of dol-
lars for a new municipal building,
the same should be considered
for the Dora Kennedy French Im-
mersion School.

Pros:

1) The school will remain in
Greenbelt; transportation would
remain the same.

2) A new school would not
need to be built, saving millions
of dollars.

3) An existing old school
would not have to be extensively
rehabbed.

weather, but infrequent service

means [’ve had to. See LETTERS, page 6

On Screen at Greenbelt Cinema

Origin

This film is Director Ava DuVernay’s adaptation of journalist Isa-
bel Wilkerson’s nonfiction work Caste: The Origins of Our Discon-
tents. While grappling with tremendous personal tragedy, Isabel sets
herself on a path of global investigation and discovery. Despite the
colossal scope of her project, she finds beauty and bravery while
crafting one of the defining American books of our time. Starring
Aunjanue Ellis-Taylor, Jon Bernthal, Niecy Nash, Vera Farmiga,
Audra McDonald and Nick Offerman. Said Sergio Burstein of the
Los Angeles Times about the film, “Origin is a sincere, passionate
and excellently acted film that takes us on a discovery, with wonder,
of fascinating historical situations.”

Bob Marley: One Love

This biographical drama celebrates the life and music of an icon
who inspired generations through his message of love and unity.
On the big screen for the first time, discover Bob’s powerful story
of overcoming adversity and the journey behind his revolutionary
music.

The Taste of Things

Cook Eugénie (Juliette Binoche) and her boss Dodin (Benoit
Magimel) grow fond of one another over 20 years, and their ro-
mance gives rise to dishes that impress even the world’s most il-
lustrious chefs. When Dodin is faced with Eugénie’s reluctance to
commit to him, he begins to cook for her. Said critic Max Weiss
of Baltimore Magazine, “The Taste of Things is not just a sensual
experience for the characters, but for the viewer as well. And it
goes beyond the food.”

Turn Every Page

This documentary chronicles the remarkable 50-year relationship
between two literary legends, writer Robert Caro and his longtime
editor Robert Gottlieb. Now 86, Caro is working to complete the
final volume of his masterwork, The Years of Lyndon Johnson;
Gottlieb, 90, waits to edit it. The task of finishing their life’s
work looms before them. The film is an intimate look into artistry,
mortality, antagonism and the transformative power of creative col-
laboration.

Howl’s Moving Castle

Exquisitely illustrated by master animator Hayao Miyazaki, the
film is a delight to children and adults alike. Sophie (Emily Mor-
timer) has an uneventful life at her late father’s hat shop, but all
that changes when she befriends wizard Howl (Christian Bale), who
lives in a magical flying castle. However, the evil Witch of Waste
(Lauren Bacall) takes issue with their budding relationship and casts
a spell on young Sophie, which ages her prematurely. Now Howl
must use all his magical talents to battle the jealous hag and return
Sophie to her former youth and beauty.

Don't forget to set your
clocks forward on Sunday

greenbelt

CINEMA

Greenbelt Cinema
129 Centerway
301-329-2034
www.greenbeltcinema.org

Members Always $6.50!
Member kids are always FREE!

Adults $9, Kids $6,
Senior/Student/Military $8

All shows before 5 PM:
Adults $7, Kids $5

OC = Open Captions
CC = Closed Captions
VS = Descriptive Video Service/

\D
/ SHOWTIMES: \
MARCH 8th - 14th

Origin (PG-13) (CC) (DVS)
(2024) (141 mins)
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium
Fri. 4:30 PM
Sat. 5:00 PM, 8:00 PM
Sun. 2:00 PM (OC)
Mon. 5:00 PM
Tues. 7:00 PM
Screen 2 - The Screening Room
Fri. 7:45 PM
Sun. 5:00 PM
Mon. 2:00 PM
Wed. 7:45 PM
Thurs. 8:00 PM

Bob Marley: One Love
(PG-13) (CC) (DVS) (2024)
(107 mins)

Screen 1- Main Auditorium
Mon. 2:15 PM (OC)
Wed. 8:00 PM
Thurs. 5:15 PM
Screen 2 - The Screening Room
Fri. 5:00 PM
Sat. 815 PM
Sun. 215 PM
Tues. 7:15 PM

The Taste of Things (PG-13)
(CC) (DVS) (2024) (145 mins)
French w/ English subtitles
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium
Sun. 5:15 PM
Wed. 5:00 PM
Screen 2 - The Screening Room
Sat. 5:15 PM
Mon. 5:15 PM
Thurs. 5:00 PM

Turn Every Page (PG) (CC)
(DVS) (2022) (112 mins)
With post-screening guest
speakers!

Screen 1- Main Auditorium
Fri. 7:30 PM

Howl's Moving Castle (PG)
(CC) (DVS) (2004) (129 mins)
Cinema Pop!

Hello

- by Sandy Rodgers, News Rev1ew, March 3, 2023

Letters Policy

Deadline for letters is 6 p.m. Monday. Submission does not
guarantee publication. Letters should be no longer than 300
words (shorter letters are more likely to be published).

Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, civility and
space constraints. The News Review may add a comment
from the editor if deemed necessary.

All letters must include the letter writer's
name, physical address, and telephone number.

Only the name will be published; the News <27 g}l
Review will consider requests for the name to
be withheld.

Send Us Your High Resolution Photos!

The News Review encourages readers to send in photos of
Greenbelt landmarks, activities and the changing seasons. Photos
should be at least 300 dpi, and must include the name of the pho-
tographer and a caption. The caption must name any identifiable
people in the photo, as well as explain the picture.

If you are sending photos from your phone, please choose the
option to send "actual size", or upload the photos to your computer
first and then email the photos at full size. Send photos to editor@
greenbeltnewsreview.com.
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Community Events

At the Library

Regular hours for the Green-
belt Library are 10 a.m. to 6
p.m., Mondays, Thursdays and
Fridays; noon to 8 p.m., Tues-
days and Wednesdays; 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m., Saturdays; and 1 to 5
p.m., Sundays. Face masks are
recommended for all customers
over the age of 2 at all Prince
George’s County Memorial Li-
brary System (PGCMLS) build-
ings.

Storytimes

Friday, March 8, 10:30 a.m.
to 11:30 a.m., ages newborn to
5. Pre-K Story Hour / Hora de
Cuentos de Prekinder, Springhill
Lake Recreation Center. Register
at pgemls.info/event/9974972.

Friday, March 8, 11:15 a.m.,
ages 2 to 3. Register at pgcmls.
info/event/10082716.

Monday, March 11, 10:15
a.m., ages newborn to 2. Register
at pgemls.info/event/9974725.

Wednesday, March 13, 12:15
p.m., ages 3 to 5. Register at
pgemls.info/event/9974752.

Talk Health

Friday, March 8, 11 a.m., ages
18+. Free blood pressure screen-
ing sessions led by University of
Maryland School of Nursing stu-
dents. Get blood pressure checked
and a personalized review of
medications. For more informa-
tion only (no registration), visit
pgmls.info/event/10127171.

Talk Health Seminar

Friday, March 8, 12:30 p.m.,
ages 18+: Bring lunch for a
learning opportunity for a dis-
cussion of heart health. A short
presentation will be followed by
discussion, a 20-minute energetic
and low-impact seated exercise
class, and a 5-minute mindful
meditation practice. Register at
pgemls.info/event/10126902.

Senior Nutrition
Program Luncheon

The Senior Nutrition Food
and Friendship program provides
lunch for seniors Monday through
Friday at the Community Center
beginning at 11:30 a.m. Note the
updated start time. Meals must
be reserved two weeks ahead
so that enough food is ordered.
Participants must complete a
registration form in person at
the Community Center office, on
Monday through Friday between
9 am. and 4:30 p.m. There is a
suggested donation. Call 301-397-
2208, ext. 4215 with questions.

Two menu options, one veg-
etarian, will be offered for each
luncheon. All meals, which pro-
vide at least one third of recom-
mended dietary allowances for
older adults, include margarine,
coffee or tea and skim milk.

PORCH Food Pickup

Schedule for March

Greenbelt PORCH collects
donations of nonperishables and
hygiene products and brings
them to the St. Hugh’s Food
Pantry, making neighbors helping
neighbors possible all year long.
Donations must be placed by
front doors in containers marked
RUAK or PORCH visible from
the street. The pantry cannot ac-
cept open containers or food that
has expired.

March schedule:

Sunday, March 10 — by 11
a.m. for 1 to 8 Courts Ridge
Road, 1 to 8 Courts Crescent
Road and 1-2 Courts Westway

Saturday, March 16 — by 10
a.m. for 14 and 15 Courts Laurel
Hill Road

Sunday, March 17 — by 4
p.m. for Boxwood Village and
P.A.L. (PORCH at large) mem-
bers (including Woodland Hills
donors). If not part of a regu-
lar pickup route, email Robert
Goldberg-Strassler by noon on
March 17 at spreadruak@gmail.
com. He will come to any porch
to pick up donations.

Sunday, March 24 — by 4
p-m. for 9 through 13 Courts
Ridge Road; by 5 p.m. for Lake-
side Drive.

Volunteers who would like
to expand Greenbelt PORCH
to additional neighborhoods
in Greenbelt are always
welcome; especially needed are
coordinators in Greenbelt East.
Anyone with questions or who
is interested in being a volunteer
or starting a new neighborhood
for monthly food collection
with Greenbelt PORCH,
email Goldberg-Strassler at
spreadruak@gmail.com.

St. Hugh's Seeks Help

With Student Dinner

The St. Hugh’s Parish Sodality
hosts an annual Taste of Home
event serving a home-cooked
meal for Catholic University of
Maryland students at the campus
Catholic Student Center. This
year’s dinner will be on Wednes-
day, April 3.

The Sodality is seeking volun-
teers to make a menu item. For
more information, to check out
the menu or to sign up for a food
contribution, call or text Cindy at
301-821-5967.

Luminis Health Offers
Free Health Screenings

Luminis Health will be provid-
ing free blood pressure, diabetes
and cholesterol screenings on
Wednesday, March 20 from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. at Doctors Com-
munity Medical Center, on the
first floor of the North Building.

arfvnury- D SToryTeling

Greenbelt Access Television
Mar. 9, Sat - Mar. 15, Fri

Verizon FIOS Channel 19 = Comcast 77
{School Programming on Your Cable Guide)

Streaming on www.greenbeltaccesstv.org

THIS WEEK on GATe = Your Community Access Station
Featured Flm (Bam, 3pm, and Bpm)

Please Murder Me! (1956)
The late, great Angela Lansbury stars as a femme-fatale of sorts, in this dark,
thrilling film noir mystery!

New This Month

Digital Animations from Winter 2024
Spring is coming! As the weather warms up and Winter classes come to a close,
we revisit the many amazing, animated creations from Mister Geo's very talented
students!

Al this and more on the GATe channel this week! Check greenbelizccessihvory for the full
broadcast schedula, and visit Greenbelt Access Television on YouTube for new videa
productions.

Bilingual Story Time
At Springhill Lake

On Friday, March 8 at 10:30
a.m. at the Springhill Lake Rec-
reation Center, RUAK (Ran-
dom Unselfish Acts of Kindness)
with the Prince George’s County
Memorial Library System will
present engaging, lively stories
and activities for young chil-
dren and their caregivers to help
build early literacy skills. This
monthly program is an introduc-
tion to reading aloud to children
as a way to instill the love of
literature. After the readings, the
children can stay and play with
balls in the gym. There will be
free children’s books and free
healthy nutritious snacks. Come,
and spread the word to friends
and families.

Libros, Bolas, Burbujas ...

Diversion!

El viernes 8 de marzo a las
10:30 a.m. en el Centro Recre-
ativo de Springhill Lake, RUAK
(Random Unselfish Acts of Kind-
ness) con el Sistema de Bib-
liotecas Conmemorativas del
Condado de Prince George’s
presentaran interesantes historias
y actividades divertidas para ni-
flos pequefios y sus cuidadores,
para ayudar a desarrollar las
habilidades de alfabetizacion
temprana. Este programa mensual
es una introduccioén a la lectura
en voz alta a los nifios como
forma de inculcar el amor por la
literatura. Después de las lectu-
ras, los nifios pueden quedarse y
jugar con pelotas en el gimnasio.
Habran libros infantiles gratis y
aperitivos saludables y nutritivos.
Como dijo un padre al irse, “Fue
muy bueno!” Unete a nosotros,
y corra la voz a amigos y fa-
miliares.

Poetry in The Garden

The poetry group will meet
in Schrom Hills Park on Sunday,
March 10 from 3 to 5 p.m. The
group is open to everyone. Bring
a favorite poem to read or come
to listen and enjoy listening to
others. For more information call
Effie at 443-415-1053.

Yarn Donations Needed

Gifts from the Heart is a
group of knitters and crocheters
meeting Fridays from 10 a.m. to
noon at the Community Center.
Every year they donate hundreds
of hats, scarves, shawls, blankets,
walker bags and baby items to
schools, churches, nursing homes,
Project Linus and other organiza-
tions. Donations of acrylic yarn
are welcome and may be dropped
off when the group meets or at
the Community Center office dur-
ing business hours.

Greenbelt Chess Club

March Meetings

The Greenbelt Chess Club
will meet at the Youth Center on
March 12, 19 and 26. The meet-
ings run from 6:30 to 8:45 p.m.
This group is for all ages and
skill levels. For questions, contact
Effiec at 443-415-1053.

Labor Day Committee

Meets on Tuesday

The Greenbelt Labor Day Fes-
tival Committee will hold their
annual membership meeting on
Tuesday, March 12 at 7:30 p.m.
in the Community Center. The
meeting marks the start of plan-
ning for the 70th Festival, which
will be held over Labor Day
weekend. At the meeting, the all-
volunteer committee will elect the
board of directors, pass a budget
and begin planning for this year’s
Festival. New volunteers are wel-
come to attend the meeting and
sign up to help. For more infor-
mation, visit greenbeltlaborday.
com.

Greenbelt Orchestra
Free Concert March17

Greenbelt Community Orches-
tra will give a free concert on
Sunday, March 17 at 3 p.m. in
the Community Center gym. The
orchestra will perform Schubert’s
Symphony #8, as well as works
by Mozart, Mendelssohn, Saint-
Saéns and Grainger.

To find out more about the
orchestra, visit greenbeltorchestra.
org.

Golden Age Club

The Greenbelt Golden Age
Club meets on Wednesdays at 11
a.m. in the Community Center. If
public schools are closed (or open
late) due to weather issues, the
meeting is canceled for the day.
The club is now collecting dues
for 2024, which are $15 for the
year. For paid members, a part of
the dues goes toward a discount
for the annual luncheon on April
17. Paying dues by check is pre-
ferred; make the check payable
to Greenbelt Golden Age Club.
Remember to pay dues and sign
up for the luncheon as soon as
possible. Luncheon prices are $15
for members and $32 for guests.

The club will be having a
Spring Ticket Raffle Auction on
April 10. Donations of items to
be auctioned will be accepted
until April 3.

March activities:

March 13, Sheila Maffay-
Tuthill presentation on Greenbelt
Museum

March 20, Birthday celebra-
tions; bring lunch and a dessert
or finger food to share.

March 27, Bingo

Dem. Club Features
Women in Politics

The Eleanor and Franklin
Roosevelt Democratic Club is
hosting a panel discussion on
women in politics, featuring
elected women from the greater
Greenbelt area. The event is Sun-
day, March 17 from 7 to 8:30
p.m. in the Greenbriar Terrace
Room, 7600 Hanover Parkway.

Attendees are encouraged to
come in green in the spirit of St.
Patrick’s Day.

Sewing Class Sundays

The SPACE: Free Art For All
is starting a Sunday sewing class,
Sew, What?! from 1:30 to 3 p.m.
in the former Big Lots location
upstairs at Beltway Plaza, 6000
Greenbelt Road. The classes are
open to all skill levels. A limited
number of sewing machines is
available; participants can also
bring their own.

#4This Week at the New Deal Café?$

SUPPORT Greenbelt’s only venue with BOTH dinner AND a show!
N[gv DEAL
L 7,

/

-~y

Greenbel, M1

113 Centerway, Roosevelt Center, Greenbelt, MD

WINTER HOURS: Mon/Wed/Th 8am-9pm; Tues 8am-9:30pm; Friday/Saturday 8am — 10pm;
Sunday 9am — 9pm, UNLESS NOTED.
TH 3/07 FRI13/08 SAT 3/09 SUN 3/10
FRENCH CONVERSATION, NDC COMMUNITY DRUM 20
5:30p - 6:30pm The Sandra Dean NDC COMMUNITY DRUI DEAF BROUNCH, 10:30-12NOON
, , rganized
Wolf’s Blues Show Band 12-1:30pm 6-8pm
& Sit-in Jam 710pm Black Masala DC’s five-piece organ trio
6:30-10pm Fresh interpretations 7-10pm . ,
Let's i P playing the 60’s
et’s jam! of Rock, Blues & Soul A NDC Fav!
MON 3/11 TUES 3/12 WED 3/13 TH 3/14 SPECIALS!
Member Open Micw/ | Potecasi Slade & FRENCH CONVERSATION, | HAPPY HOUR
Appreciation Tom Gleason The Saturday il 'ri:] (')”'; 4-7pm
Night _7-9:30 | Night Specials v g i SRS
4-9pm Slgn ups begln 7-9pm 7_9pm WEDNESDAY
Discounts for at 6:15pm Funky, soulful Pre St. Pat’s Day $1 OFF PER GLASS
members!* Blues Celebration! $5 OFF A BOTTLE

*Join NDC! Go to www.newdealcafe.com, click on “ABOUT”, then “BECOME A MEMBER OR RENEW.”

FUNDING FOR THESE ADS PROVIDED BY A GENEROUS DONOR.
THE NDC NEEDS YOUR VOLUNTEER TIME ON COMMITTEES. Contact:

"belltower@zahoo.com. We Bromise: It won’t hurt!
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Hank Irving

Harry “Hank” Gerald Irving
of Greenbelt died in his home
on Sunday, March 3. Born on
January 4, 1945, in Mt. Rainier,
Hank’s life journey was one of
dedication, service and love.

During his formative years,
Hank attended St. Ambrose Cath-
olic Elementary School, followed
by Bladensburg High School and
St. John’s College High School,
where he was on the varsity
football and wrestling teams. He
was a dedicated member of the
JROTC. Following graduation he
enlisted in the Army, eventually
becoming a drill sergeant dur-
ing the Vietnam era, where he
dedicated himself to training and
mentoring other young soldiers.

Upon his return from service,
Hank earned both bachelor’s and
master’s degrees in Recreation
and Parks Administration from
the University of Maryland, Col-
lege Park, the field which would
become his life’s work. During
those summers away from school
he enjoyed serving as a part-time
police officer in Ocean City.

It was at the University of
Maryland where Hank found
the love of his life and wife of
45 years, Maureen “Moe.” They

were married on February 26,
1976, and in 1978 they welcomed
identical twin daughters Christy
and Kelly.

a
OR - Join us on ZOOM!
For ZOOM link:
CCG1985+owneregroups.io

e
2 |

Greenbelt
BAPTIST
CHURCH

Christ-centered
Biblical

& Reformed

Sunday Morning Worship 10:30am
Sunday School 9:15am

Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00pm

101 Greenhill Rd. Greenbelt, MD
www gresnbeltbaptist.org

Hank’s 38 years of service as
director of the Greenbelt Recre-
ation Department began in 1971,
and he left an impression on
the community that will never
be forgotten. His tireless efforts
led to numerous additions and
improvements to the city’s rec-
reational facilities and programs,
including the development of the
indoor Aquatic & Fitness Center,
Schrom Hills Park, the Springhill
Lake Recreation Center, the Skate
Park, the Community Center and
much more. His efforts along
with his unwavering support and
mentorship of his staff earned
him the admiration of his beloved
work family for 38 years. He
was also an active member of
both the Maryland and National
Recreation and Parks Associations
throughout his career.

Hank took delight in bringing
laughter to family and friends
with his jokes and silly gags.
He loved annual St. Patrick’s
Day parade celebrations and she-
nanigans, summers eating crabs,
vacations on Cape Cod with
Moe’s family, who he held dear,
and taking weekend trips with his
wife and daughters. He enjoyed
British TV, old movies, Univer-
sity of Maryland football and the
Washington Redskins. He was a
lifetime member of the Greenbelt
American Legion where he and
Moe enjoyed many Labor Day
and 4th of July celebrations.

Our sympathies to the family
and friends of Esther Robinson.
She will be remembered for her
love of the Golden Age group.

Condolences to the family and
friends of Sue Marie Johnson.

She was a construction industry
leader and worked on many local
projects.

Sympathies too to the family
and friends of Henry “Hank” Ir-
ving whose many years of service
to the Recreation Department will
not be forgotten.

Condolences to the friends and
family of Robin Olson who died
suddenly on March 5. She was a
dedicated and engaged member
of the community and will be
missed by many.

Congratulations and good luck
to Erin Dougherty who has been
nominated for America’s Favorite
Teacher through the Reader’s Di-
gest competition.

Send details of your news to
editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

Robin Olson

The funeral for Robin
Olson will be held at 10:30
a.m. this Sunday, March 10 at
Mishkan Torah, with interment
following at Judean Memorial
Gardens in Olney at 12 noon.

Prayer Group Meets
Tuesdays, AllWelcome

A contemplative prayer group
meets on Tuesdays at the Green-
belt Community Church, United
Church of Christ, from 12:30 to
1:30 p.m. This is a time to pray
in silence for oneself, others
and the world. It nurtures inner
and outer peace and reinforces
the oneness of all people and
creation.

The format for this group is
an opening introduction, 30 min-
utes of silence and then some
sharing. All are welcome to at-
tend from all denominations and
faith traditions. For more infor-
mation, contact Patience Robbins
at patience.robbins@gmail.com.

Mishkan Torah Invites
Allto Celebrate Purim

Mishkan Torah invites the
community to join in for Purim,
with an exciting, free lineup to
celebrate a favorite holiday.

Bake Hamantaschen with the
Karp Family School on Sunday,
March 17 from 10 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. A Purim Party will be held
on Saturday, March 23 from 5:30
to 7:30 p.m. Kids and adults are
encouraged to come in costume.
Enjoy pizza, an all-ages Purim
spiel and a multilingual megillah
reading on Saturday, March 23,
starting at 6 p.m.

Visit MishkanTorah.org for
more information. RSVP for the
baking and party to childrensed@
mishkantorah.org.

“The troubles of this world pass, and what we have left is

what we have made of our souls.”

— Shoghi Effendi

Greenbelt Baha’i Community

www.greenbeltbahais.org

The Bible Says...
Lent-Week #4
All of us like sheep have gone astray,
Each of us has turned to his own way;
But the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all

To fall on Him(Jesus).
Isaiah 53:6

COMMUNITY CHURCH

Sunday Worship Services
10a-11:15a @ Greenbelt Elementary School

(66 Ridge Rd.)
MCFcc.org

But Hank’s greatest joy in life

Plans for shiva are pending.

See OBITUARIES, page 6

St. John's Episcopal Church

11040 Baltimore Avenue, Beltsville, MD 20704
301-937-4292 www.saintjohnsbeltsville.org

Welcomes you each Sunday for
Worship & Sunday School
at 10:00 AM

Mishkan Torah Congregation

‘\'\) — > = 10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770
~ ~5 Rabb| Saul Oresky, Cantor Phil Greenfield

An unpretentious, historic, welcoming, liberal, egalitarian synagogue
that respects tradition and becomes your extended family
in the 21st century.
Friday evening services at 8:00pm
Saturday morning services at 10:00am
Offering hybrid services, online and in-person activities
For further information, call (301) 474-4223 www.mishkantorah.org
Affiliated with these movements: Conservative and Reconstructing Judaism

Join'Us Sun;dia-y*“
9 0:I55AM

"W

w

and Church School
face bfl«!om/cc UCCMD
A

fcommunit uklh .org,

ST. HUGH OF GRENOBLE &

CATHOLIC CHURCH
« Daily Mass: Mon-Fn 7:15am®, Sar %am® 1':""“'
= Sunday Mas: e
o Sat vigil 5pm* ::jrimk
o Sum Sam, S=dkm, 1 lam el
= Confessions Saturday 3pm - dpm. el
Maiks for the unvaccinared encouraged. g bt

CII_IBR:&T[ WITH US
'?35 Crestent Rd, == - =

-

www.sthughofgrenoble.org A

Paint Branch Unitarian Universalist Church

3215 Powder Mill Road, Adelphi

Phone: 301-937-3666 www.pbuuc.org
Welcomes you to our open, nurturing community
March 10, 2024 at 3:00
New Ways Ministry Speaks

Francis DeBernardo and Sister Jeannine Gramick
with Worship Associates Carol Boston and Carol Carter Walker

In 1976, a Catholic Bishop wrote a pastoral letter, Sexuality: God’s Gift, one of the
first statements to contain a compassionate and encouraging message to gay and
lesbian people. He addressed the GLBTQ+ community directly, saying, “We pledge
our willingness...to try to find new ways to communicate the truth of Christ because
we believe it will make you free.” That passage and the term, new ways, caught the
attention of a priest and nun team who were already ministering to the gay and lesbian
community. A series of workshops then gave rise to New Ways Ministry, a non-
profit advocating for Catholic gay and lesbian concerns. Today, we will hear from its
Executive Director, Francis DeBernardo and Co-Founder Jeannine Gramick about this
work and see its intersectionality with ours.

Streaming to our Facebook page, on Zoom and in person at 3:00 at:
University Christian Church, 6800 Adelphi Road, Hyattsville, MD

College Park Unifed Me odlst Church
fowatt Memori

ltls e of
eg{?unon

Lenten Bible study e —x
T e 7 i
: S Wie will worship tha Lord through
mtmmmmsmmw reflection, song, and
host a light communal meal that consist communion.
ot soup, Mﬂ“ﬁ*mw Mowatt Memorial UMC, 40 Ridge
aur Community MEI'H. Chiris. Rd, Greenbalt MD
mmmmo&nm Good Friday, Mar 29th
axporiences of several individuals.
~ around Jesus in his final days, A
focusing on a new life and redemption During this service, we will remember
rather than loss. the passion and death of Jesus. The
5 R : - gradual extinguishing of the candles is
‘9601 Rhode _%A-\'. w accompanied by prayer, hymns, and
ParkM reading from Scriptura,
Mowatt Memarial UMG, 40 Ridge
Sﬂm Eﬂgmmﬂ Rd, Groenbaolt MD
1 p.m - 2:30 pm EHSEETSIII‘HIBU
Kids pre-K through Sth 10a.m
grade are invited for a tHend
fun-filled Easter egg hunt on Elnm . i e
Saturday, March 30th. aslar Sunday service as we
celebrate God's gift of new litel

Mowatt Memonal UMC, 40 Ridge

Rd, Gresnbalt MD Maowatt Memarial UMC, 40 Ridge

Rd. Greenbell MD
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/ GREENBELT

City Information & Events

The strength of Greenbelt is diverse people living together in a spirit of cooperation. We celebrate all people. By sharing
together all are enriched. We strive to be a respectful, welcoming community that is open, accessible, safe and fair.

GREENBELT CITY CALENDAR

Be sure to check out
the City calendar for
all up to date events at
greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

GREENBELT CITY COUNCIL - REGULAR MEETING
Monday, March 11, 2024 at 7:30 pm

ORGANIZATION

Call to Order

Roll Call

Meditation and Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

Petitions and Requests

Consent Agenda - Approval of Staff Recommendations (Items on the
Consent Agenda [marked by *] will be approved as recommended by
staff, subject to removal from the Consent Agenda by Council.)
Approval of Agenda and Additions

COMMUNICATIONS

Presentations

- ACE Educator Awards Ceremony

- MeatOut Day Proclamation

- National Women’s History Month Proclamation
* Minutes of Council Meetings

- Administrative Reports

* Committee Reports

LEGISLATION

OTHER BUSINESS

- Bridge Remediation Repairs - Contractor Recommendation

- Legislative Bill Review

- Motion to Donate a Greenbelt Flag to the County Library

- Meeting - Discussion of Summer Meeting Schedule

- Council Activities

- Council Reports

* Meetings

* Stakeholders

* Re/Appointment to Advisory Board

- Letter - Proposed Minor Amendent to the 1989 Approved Master
Plan and Sectional Map Amendment for the Langley Park-Greenbelt-
and Vicinity

In advance, the hearing impaired is advised to use MD RELAY at 711 to
submit your questions/comments or contact the City Clerk at
(301) 474-8000 or email banderson@greenbeltmd.gov.

MEETINGS FOR MARCH 11 - 15
Saturday, March 9, 1- 5 pm, REPARATIONS COMMISSION RETREAT

Wednesday, March 13 at 7:30 pm, WORK SESSION - NORTHWAY
FIELDS SECURITY IMPROVEMENT

In advance, the hearing impaired is advised to use MD RELAY at 711 to
submit your questions/comments or contact the City Clerk at (301) 474-
8000 or email banderson@greenbeltmd.gov. This schedule is subject
to change. For confirmation that a meeting is being held call (301) 474-
8000. For information on public participation for the meetings above,
visit the meetings calendar at www.greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

EMERGENCY DIAPER DISTRIBUTION
Open Registration

Please remember that you must register each month.

Parents must present proof of Greenbelt residency displaying parent’s name and
residential address, state-issued photo ID, each child’s birth certificate.

To register: https:/forms.gle/uYJLegTD7HGjaAZz76 or call (240) 424-0302.

PARENT & BABY WELLNESS FAIR
April 3,10 am - 12 pm
Springhill Lake Recreation Center, 6101

Cherrywood Lane ? at

Must register by March 27.

Fair includes health screenings, diapers & other
giveaways, nutritional education, period products,
sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS) education,
pediatric CPR training, and more.

Contact Brendy Garcia at bgarcia@greenbeltmd.gov or
call (240) 424-0302.

Register at https://forms.gle/jpdsDQFg46d9C3At9.

CURRENT CARES PROGRAMS
CARES is happy to provide the following programs FREE of charge:
. March Emergency Diaper Program

. Produce Distribution at the Greenbelt Community Center, Ground Floor East,
15 Crescent Road
Upcoming Dates: March 21, April 18, May 16, from 1 - 3 pm
. Produce Distribution at the Springhill Lake Recreation Center,
6101 Cherrywood Ln (Greenbelt West Residents Only)
Upcoming Dates: March 21, April 18, May 16, from 3 - 4:15 pm
. Senior Driver Safety & Mobility Seminar
March 7, from 7 - 8 pm, Virtual

For descriptions and information, visit www.greenbeltmd.gov/CARESprograms.

GREENBELT RECREATION’S SPRING ACTIVITY GUIDE
www.greenbeltmd.gov/activityguide

Registration currently open for residents;
Registration opens at 10 am on March 11 for Non-Residents

GREENBELT YOUTH MUSICAL
BURIED TREASURE
March9 at2 pm & 7 pm

Be transported on a magical adventure by Buried Treasure, written and directed by
Christopher Cherry.

Saturday, March 2, 7 pm, Sunday, March 3, 3 pm, Saturday March 9, 2 pm & 7 pm.
Greenbelt Community Center Gymnasium. All ages. $5.

Purchase tickets at the Community Center Business Office or by phone at
(301)-397-2208.

Details: https:/bit.ly/3ulOtFq.

NATIONAL BIKE TO WORK DAY 2024
MAY 17, 6:30 - 8:30 AM
Parking Lot of Greenbelt Aquatic & Fitness Center, 101 Centerway
Commuter Connections and the Washington Area Bicyclist Association invites you
to join over 16,000 area commuters for a celebration of bicycling as a fun, eco-

friendly, low-cost commuting option and it provides both physical and mental health
benefits. The Greenbelt Pit Stop will be one of 100 Pit stops in the regional area.

Register at biketoworkmetrodc.org;
Pit Stop Manager: Di Quynn Reno, dquynnreno@greenbeltmd.gov (240) 542-2053.

GREENBELT SAVE OUR SENIORS GRANT PROGRAM
Are you homebound and need help with personal care?

The Greenbelt Assistance in Living Program, in partnership with Pickett Fences
Senior Services, has been awarded a grant to provide temporary home health
support, bathroom safety assessment, and equipment to residents 60+ or 50+ with
a disability, who reside within incorporated Greenbelt. During this time staff will
work to identify and link residents with long-term support programs.

Benefits:
* RN Assessment
« Bathroom Safety Assessment and Equipment
* Home Health Visits

Limited spots are available!
Please email Trinity Cephas, GAIL Student Intern, for more information at

tcephas@greenbeltmd.gov or call the Bilingual Health Caseworker, Brendy Garcia,
at (240) 424-0302 or bgarcia@greenbeltmd.gov.

_;___’;:_;..- "
COMMITTEES & BOARDS
VACANCIES

VOLUNTEER TODAY!

Volunteering for City of Greenbelt
Committees & Boards is an
excellent opportunity to engage
with your community and make a
difference. Choose from a number
of committees & boards such as
the Senior Citizens Advisory
Committee, the Youth Advisory
Committee, or the Advisory
Committee on Education, Arts
Advisory Board, Board of Elections,
Community Relations Advisory
Board, Employee Relations
Advisory Board, Forest Preserve
Advisory Board, Greenbelt Advisory
Committee on Environmental
Sustainability, or the Park and
Recreation Advisory Board and
make a difference in Greenbelt!

By dedicating your time and
expertise, you will help shape the
future of Greenbelt and create a
community that values the voices
of all its residents. Take the first
step towards making a positive
impact and apply for one of these
committee vacancies today!

Call (301) 474-8000.

UPCOMING PRODUCE DISTRIBUTIONS
MARCH 21, APRIL 18, & MAY 16
TWO LOCATIONS

Community Center Ground Floor East: 1 pm, while supplies last. Open to
all Greenbelt residents. Must have a registration card via Brendy Garcia at
(240) 424-0302 or bgarcia@greenbeltmd.gov.

Springhill Lake Recreation Center: 3 - 4:15 pm, registration required. For
Greenbelt West residents only. Register via email bgarcia@greenbeltmd.gov.

FREE PRODUCE DISTRIBUTION

QUARTERLY CITY
CONNECTER

The City Connecter has been a
publication of the City of Greenbelt
since 2008. City Departments are
solicited for each issue in order to
provide a well-rounded newsletter.
Each newsletter includes information
about City services, events, and other
governmental services.

Check out the latest edition of the
Greenbelt City Connecter today!
#StayConnected

Visit https://ow.ly/h76W50QvXhW.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR PRODUCE DISTRIBUTION

Volunteers are needed every third Thursday of the month at the Spring Hill
Lake Recreation Center & the Greenbelt Community Center. Volunteers will
assist with setting up tables, sorting and organizing fresh fruits and vegetables,
and distributing them to families in need.

Springhill Lake Recreation Center Volunteers - For information, contact
Katherine Farzin (240) 524-2019.
To register, please use the link: https:/forms.gle/AgQNxCARjwioCntWf9.

Greenbelt Community Center Volunteers - For more information, contact
Flora Li (301) 412-2480.

WELCOME KITS

The City of Greenbelt’s Public
Information Office is now accepting
items (e.g., flyers, pens, calendars,
maps, postcards, brochures,
tchotchkes, etc.) to be added to the
2024 Welcome Kit for new Greenbelt
residents. If you want to include any
information about your business,
club, or organization, please send
200 promotional items to the address
below by Friday, April 19.

Contact candrews@greenbeltmd.gov.

FREE HEALTH SCREENINGS
at Doctors Community Medical Center, 8100 Good Luck Road

Luminis Health will be providing free blood pressure, diabetes, and cholesterol
screenings on select Wednesdays in March. Screenings will take place on the 1st
floor of the North Building at Doctors Community Medical Center.

Dates:

Wednesday, March 20, 10 am - 2 pm

™ Luminis Health.

GREENBELT ARPA GRANT PROGRAMS
Applications Deadlines Extended Through August 30, 2024

To better assist Greenbelt individuals, families, and businesses affected by
COVID-19, Greenbelt’s ARPA programs have extended deadlines through the end
of the year for grants and other assistance.

Grants include:
Childcare Vouchers, Healthcare Vouchers, Higher Education Scholarships
First-Time Homebuyer Downpayment Assistance, Workforce Development
Micro Grants, Tree Canopy Grants

To view grant programs, or to see how other ARPA programs are helping your
community recover from the COVID-19 pandemic, visit www.engagegreenbelt.org.

BRING YOUR OWN BAG

ORDINANCE

Effective January 1, 2024, the City
of Greenbelt’s Bring Your Own
Bag bill aims to reduce single-use
plastic bag waste and litter in our
local waterways and tributary
system.

The Bring Your Own Bag bill will
prohibit a retail establishment from
providing a plastic carryout bag

to shoppers and can charge at
least 10 cents for each paper bag
provided to a customer at the point
of sale.

Visit www.greenbeltmd.gov/BYOBag.
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Obituaries continued

was playing golf alongside his
wife Moe. They took up the sport
later in life and fell in love with
it immediately. Hank often tried
to figure out a way to outscore
Moe, who had a natural gift for
the game, but he rarely was able.
And that was more than alright
with him.

Hank’s legacy of dedication,
service and love will continue
to inspire all who were fortunate
enough to know him. He will be
deeply missed and fondly remem-
bered.

In his passing, Hank is re-
united with his beloved Maureen
and departed loved ones, includ-
ing his parents Emily and Henry
Irving, his sister Patricia Wild-
man (Ted) and brother Timothy
Irving (Linda). He is survived by
his daughters, Kelly Irving and
Christy Irving (Jason), his broth-
ers Michael Irving (Pinky) and
Kerry Irving (Chris) and sister
Teri Knott (Dan), as well as a
host of nieces and nephews.

Funeral services are being ar-
ranged at Holy Trinity Church
in Cape Cod, Mass., with a local
Celebration of Life planned for
Hank in the future.

Sue Johnson

PHOTO COURTESY THE FAMILY

Sue Marie Johnson

Born in December of 1947,
Sue Marie Johnson (née Vraden-
burg) died on December 19,
2023.

Sue graduated from St. Mary’s
College of Maryland in 1966 and
later obtained a law degree from
the University of Maryland. She
was an industry leader for women
in the construction industry. She
served as the publicity chairper-
son for the Greater Washington
D.C. Chapter of the National
Association of Women in Con-
struction and attained the titles of
comptroller and IBM Systems 32
data processing manager in the
1970s while at Standard Electric
Company. In those capacities, she
worked on widely ranging proj-
ects from the D.C. Metro Subway
Farecard Collection System to
residential condo/apartments at
Greenbriar/Glen Oaks in Green-
belt.

Sue also had a consulting busi-
ness for seniors as well as a
private catering service. She is
remembered for her flair for deco-
rating and entertaining, her unique
sense of humor and her eye for
order and efficiency. She loved
shopping at thrift stores, collect-
ing turtle artwork and clocks,
conducting yard sales and taking
walks with her best friend Tiger,
a Shih-Poo.

Sue grew up all over the
world, including Italy, Japan and
several states, living wherever her
father, Brady Vradenburg, a cap-
tain in the Army, was stationed.
Among those, her favorite home
was Williamsburg, Va., where
her mother, Nancy Vradenburg,

was a character-docent in the
village. She lived in College
Park and Greenbelt (Glen Oaks
and Westchester Park) for over
20 years and would host “porch
socials” with her neighbors. Her
last months were spent in Venice,
Calif., with her family.

Sue is survived by her niece,
Rebecca Chou (daughter of Sue’s
sister, Kathryn Hoover), and her
two great-nieces, Juniper and Ivy
Chou. Donations can be made
to the COPD Foundation in her
memory at copdfoundation.org.

Esther Robinson

PHOTO COURTESY THE FAMILY

Esther Robinson

Esther Robinson died on Feb-
ruary 23, 2024. A resident of
Greenbelt since 1990, Esther was
an active member of the Golden
Age Club and enjoyed participat-
ing in the many activities that
were offered. She was a dearly
loved mother and grandmother
(Mimi) and she will be greatly
missed by her loving family and
close friends.

A funeral service will be held
at Metropolitan Baptist Church
in Largo on March 13 at 11 a.m.,
followed by interment at Fort
Lincoln Cemetery.

City Notes

The Arts Program’s Youth Mu-
sical, an all-hands-on-deck effort,
was facilitated by Recreation and
many other city staffers. Arts also
presented a dragon-themed Artful
Afternoon. The Greenbelt Mu-
seum and the Reparations Com-
mission presented a Black His-
tory Month event at the Greenbelt
Library, drawing 70 attendees.

City Manager, Planning, Fred-
die Mac and Tarantino Properties
toured Charlestowne North. Hu-
man Resources and Finance met
with a health insurance broker.
The City Manager and the Plan-
ning and Economic Development
departments met with Roosevelt
Center owners.

Animal Shelter residents are
12 cats, five kittens, four dogs
and a rabbit.

Environmental/Sustainability
Coordinators, Compost Crew and
USDA representatives toured the
Trinity Church composting site.
Street crews set up furnishings
for a reusable bag giveaway.

The Community Center ac-
commodated the Greenbelt Assis-
tance in Living program’s diaper
distribution, Scouts, Golden Age
Club, Concert Band, Commu-
nity Orchestra, Honk! Situation,
Greenbrook Estates, Senior Citi-
zens Advisory Committee, Po-
lice, Planning, Farmers Market,
Astronomy and six rentals.

Park Rangers trained Recre-
ation staff to use Google Trans-
late and Information Technology
upgraded police radio routers.

MCF Community Church Has
Reusable Bags to Hand Out

Maryland Chris-
tian Fellowship
Community Church
(MCF) will donate
2,500 reusable tote
bags to Greenbelt
residents at various
locations on Satur-
days March 9 and
16, from 1 to 5
p.m.

“For many families, paying
for bags or purchasing reusable
bags is yet another challenge in
an already difficult journey,” says
Pastor Jeff Warner of MCF.

The tote bags, measuring 20”
by 13” by 87, will be offered in

Novel Endings

Open for Business

Novel Endings is the used
book room within the Greenbelt
Library. Sales of books and other
media from this room support
special programming and the
Library.

Maintained by volunteers for
the Friends of Greenbelt Library,
Novel Endings receives donations
of book discards from the library
as well as donations from the
community by special arrange-
ments. To donate books, email
friendsofgreenbeltlibrary@gmail.
com. Cash and check donations
are also accepted in the blue box
next to the Library’s front desk.

Come see what Novel End-
ings has to offer and support the
Greenbelt Library at the same
time.

Letters continued

4) The drinking water problem
would be solved.

Obviously, there are security
issues to consider. For example:
locking security entry doors on
the floor(s) the school would be
on, proximity readers for entry by
students and personnel, resource

will give potential contractors the

mmid April. Questions may be sent to
GMRWebRfp@gmail.com

The News Review Seeks Vendors for Website Upgrade

Courtesy of a grant from the City of Greenbelt, the News Review plans to
make Its website more robust, serviceable and maintainable.
Improvements include expanded ad processing and uploads of material.
The current website is viewahle at www greenbeltnewsreview.com,

Companies or individuals with the skills to perform these upgrades are
Invited to respond to a Request for Proposals (see QR code below) or at
https:{/greenbeltnewsreview.com/RFF/2024GNR-RFP.pdf

& four week question and answer period

opportunity to clarify the paper’s needs.
Final submissions will be due in early-to-

Repairs are not guaranteed.

Greenbelt Makerspace Repair Café (free)
Saturday Mar. 16 from 10 am - 2 pm
Quilting workshop Sunday March 17 ( with fee)
at the Granite Bldg, 115 Centerway

Come learn how to repair your tired or broken stuff or help
repair others' items (volunteers needed as well). Bring your
clothing, furniture, appliances, computers, jewelry, toys, etc.
for the challenge of making them useful again. .

Tool Library every Sat. 10am-12, Sun 11am-1pm
https:/ltools.greenbeltmakers.org

Bepatr Cofe

Toss it? No way!

Ok

officer(s) and perhaps a dedicated
elevator that would go only to the
floor(s) the school is on. These
things are already done for busi-
nesses that deal with classified,
protected or confidential informa-
tion. It shouldn’t be too difficult
to implement for DKFI.

Laurie E. Siegel

The Eleanor and
W Franklin Roosevelt
Democratic Club

person at the Co-
op, Safeway, Giant
Food, Target, Green-
belt Metro Station
and Franklin Park
(near the intersec-
tion of Cherry-
wood and Springhill
Drive). For free de-
livery of four bags
per family in Green-
belt, use the QR code below.

PHOTO BY JEFF WARNER

Insect Art Crafting
Workshop Saturday

PHOTO BY KAREN O. BROWN

Insect art created at a crafting
workshop

College Park Arts Exchange
(CPAE) is sponsoring a free
insect-art-making craft workshop
this Saturday, March 9, from 10
to 11:30 a.m. at the Old Parish
House, 7411 Knox Road, Col-
lege Park. Welcome Spring and
all its glorious critters. Join arts
educator and visual artist Karen
O. Brown in this lively workshop
using colorful recycled materials
to create 2 and 3-D insects while
learning about their anatomy and
special characteristics.

Keep an eye out for items to
bring, like brightly colored cereal
boxes, cracker and cookie boxes,
foil wrappers from candy — all
make great insect parts!

Free, donations welcome. Find
out more about this and other
CPAE events at cpae.org.

,?j;

Invites vou to a Panel Discussion on

(11

Women in

Politics

Featuring Elected Women
from the Greater
Greenbelt area

March 17, 2024 at 7:00 to 8:30 pm
Greenbriar Terrace Room
7600 Hanover Parkway

%

We encourage people to come in Green In the
spirit of St. Patrick’s Day!


http://copdfoundation.org
http://cpae.org
mailto:friendsofgreenbeltlibrary@gmail.com
mailto:friendsofgreenbeltlibrary@gmail.com
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News Review Plans Update
To Its Old Online Presence

With much fanfare, the News
Review implemented its new
website in 2015. Former Mem-
ber Joan Falcao had pioneered
the first site in the early 2000s,
but the new one was built by
Diamante, a start-up born in
Greenbelt’s own MakerSpace.
The design is relatively simple
and appealing, especially given
we’re a newspaper and not pri-
marily web-oriented, but like
Fibber McGee’s closet, it’s long
overdue for a cleaning out.

Enter 2024 and a grant from
ARPA funds from the city to
refresh the site and extend some
of its capabilities. The News
Review has put together a re-

quest for proposals (RFP) from
web developers to find a vendor
that can bring new life to our
small but crucial enterprise. The
RFP sets out what the newspaper
needs and asks how the developer
would address it. It asks for an
estimate of cost. But it is flex-
ible in nature, and discussion is
expected before award.

If you or someone you know
has experience developing
small website applications,
we’d be delighted to see this
news passed on. The RFP is
available at greenbeltnewsreview.
com/RFP/2024GNR-RFP.pdf.
Questions should be emailed to
GNRWebRFP@gmail.com.

treetops at the Lake.

Near the end of a winter day, the late afternoon sun lights the

BY JEFFREY ALLEN JONES

MCKINNEY continued from page 1

Luminis Health Offers
FreeDiabetes Classes

As part of its community out-
reach program to serve vulner-
able populations and to prevent
and manage chronic conditions,
Luminis Health is offering a nine-
month diabetes prevention pro-
gram. The free virtual classes
for people who have been diag-
nosed with pre-diabetes or are
at risk for diabetes will meet on
a weekly basis for the first four
months, then once per month for
the next five months. Beginning
on Monday, March 11, the classes
will meet on Mondays from 4:30
to 5:30 p.m.

The evidence-based program
is targeted to individuals with
pre-diabetes with the goal of
weight loss and behavior change.
A specially trained lifestyle coach
will lead the program, which will
include a support group of people
with similar goals and challenges.
The classes will focus on how
to eat healthy, be active, self-
monitor, problem solve, manage
stress, stay motivated, be positive
and change participants’ lifestyle.

Register for the free classes
using the Eventbrite link at
eventbrite.com/e/diabetes-
prevention-program-dpp-
tickets-807173516717 or call
443-481-5555. Additional details
and instructions will be sent after
registration.

listener. She values bringing
underheard voices to the ta-
ble, and suggests that more
flexibility, such as holding
council meetings in differ-
ent locations around the
city, could help residents
bring their issues before
council. “People might have
transportation or childcare
issues or work conflicts,”
she said. McKinney com-
mends the city manager for
putting council meetings
on Facebook live, Zoom
and Instagram. “We need to
do a little more digging,”
she said, “to find where
those channels are, and fig-
ure out how to frame the
story and collect stories
that are representative of
all the different people. One
of the reasons I started getting
involved in the community was
that there was not a lot of infor-
mation coming to the newest part
of Greenbelt in Greenbelt Sta-
tion” (where McKinney resides).
McKinney wants to bring more
young people onto the youth
advisory committees. “We have
to think differently about how
to reach out to the kids. The ap-
plication process may not work,”
McKinney said. “Maybe we go to
kids’ night at the Youth Center. I
would love to include kids from
7th and 8th grades.” McKinney
admires the Boys and Girls Club,
which holds basketball games ev-
ery Saturday at Greenbelt Middle
School, stating, “It’s important

Rec Spring Activity
Guide Is Live Online

Greenbelt Recreation has posted
its spring activity guide online
at greenbeltmd.gov/activityguide.
Registration is already open for
Greenbelt residents and opens for
non-residents on Monday, March
11 for all spring classes. The
spring and summer camp guide
can be found at greenbeltmd.
gov/camps. Camp registration is
ongoing for all.

Danielle McKinney

that we connect with the people
who are already doing the work.”

McKinney has a passion for
gardening. On her balcony she
has grown Brussels sprouts,
Swiss chard, romaine, arugula
and herbs, and she loves to make
salad dressings with what she
grows. Her grandfather, who
grew up in South Carolina,
shared the love of gardening with
her. After being on a waitlist for
four years, she managed to get
a garden plot on Gardenway. In
the 10 x 50-foot space she put in
six 4 x 6 raised beds. “My father
came down and helped me put
up a shed,” she said. She plans
to put in a rain barrel with solar
timed drip irrigation. Growing

food to increase our local
food supply is important
for McKinney. “We have
the space to grow,” she
said, describing space-con-
scious ways to grow food
without impacting Green-
belt’s tree canopy.
McKinney is determined
to make the most of green
spaces around Greenbelt
Station. “The Neighbor-
hood Design Center in Hy-
attsville partnered to do a
green space master plan,”
she said. “We did commu-
nity walks and mapped out
how to bring more facili-
ties onto that side of town:
basketball courts, pickleball,
dog parks, gardens. I want
to figure out from a budget-
ary standpoint when we can
move forward, and bring in foun-
dation partners to help fund it.”
McKinney continues to be
inspired by the memory of Ric
Gordon and his support when she
ran for council. “He was truly
an amazing person — his sense
of optimism; it was truly about
bringing the people together,”
said McKinney. “There’s nobody
that could ever replace or fill his
footsteps, but I do feel an obliga-
tion to do my very best because
that’s what he would have done.”

PHOTO COURTESY DANIELLE MCKINNEY

TENANTS continued from page 1

Greenbelt City Manager Josué
Salmeron notified tenants of the
receivership approval by email
on February 27. He said lender
Freddie Mac, Tarantino and the
city were preparing a work plan
to prioritize the building’s code
violations and expected the build-
ing’s office phone and email to
be established within days for
resident communication with
Tarantino staff. Salmeron said
residents should expect direct
communications from Tarantino
Property Management.

Rental License,
Rent Collection

Terri Hruby, the city’s Plan-
ning and Community Devel-
opment director, explained that
her office issued a three-month
conditional, temporary license to
Tarantino. The license will remain
valid as long as Tarantino makes
acceptable progress toward ad-
dressing property maintenance vi-
olations that her office identified
for immediate and priority action.
Tarantino was to provide payment
instructions to residents and begin
collecting rents effective March
1. When all open violations are
abated, the city will issue a non-
conditional license, valid until the
property’s annual license renewal
date in August 2024.

Utilities and Trash

WSSC issued a February 22
notice for water and sewer charg-
es unpaid since August 2023,

upon which the city negotiated
a hold on disconnecting wa-
ter and sewer service. Tarantino
is addressing unpaid bills from
WSSC, Pepco, Washington Gas
and the waste collection service.
On February 28, Greenbelt Public
Works staff cleared the building’s
trash chute which was full up to
the eighth floor, the building’s
top floor.
City Commitment

Mayor Emmett Jordan said,
“We are relieved that the ongo-
ing issues with Charlestowne
North ... are being resolved. Our
residents can now begin to return
to a sense of normalcy and sta-
bility with their living arrange-
ments. We are also thankful that,
as a team, we were able to help
our constituents in their time of
need.” Salmeron said, “This is
a crucial step toward resuming
normal operations and ensuring
the safety and well-being of our
residents at Charlestowne North
Apartments, but much work re-
mains to ensure the long-term
sustainability of the property. We
remain committed to supporting
the residents and working with
the lenders, property manage-
ment and residents during this
process.” He emphasized the
city’s continuing commitment
to communicate prompt updates
to residents to ensure they have
legitimate information throughout
this process.
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Pool, Fields and Charlestowne
North Occupy the City Council

by Maurice Crawford

The Greenbelt City Council
met on Monday, February 26
and discussed a range of top-
ics, including the status of the
Charlestowne North apartments,
equipment purchases for ballfield
maintenance, repairs to the indoor
pool at the Greenbelt Aquatic &
Fitness Center, the Dora Kennedy
French Immersion (DFKI) school
and Metro’s plans to reduce ser-
vices.

Charlestowne North

City Manager Josué Salmerdon
updated council on the status of
the Charlestowne North Apart-
ments and was happy to report
that as of February 26, a judge
had approved the receivership
motion. The legal and property
management teams will be work-
ing to address the code violations
and other immediate issues facing
the property. Freddie Mac has
provided an advance of funds to
help stabilize the property and
water and electric providers have
placed a hold on disconnections.
There is no disconnect notice
for gas but there are outstanding
bills. Salmerdn stated that there
is much that remains to be done,
including the foreclosure process,
but the long-term goal is to find
a new property owner.

Salmeron felt that some les-
sons learned from this situation
that should be explored include
developing a robust right of first
refusal which would prioritize the
renters’ offer to purchase a prop-
erty if it is for sale. Also, learn-
ing what more can be done from
a code enforcement perspective
that will provide better protection
for residents.

Councilmember Jenni Pompi
asked if any legal action was go-
ing to take place. Salmeron said
they were looking into this with
the state but that the residents
have filed complaints with the
Attorney General’s Office. Coun-
cilmember Silke Pope wanted to
make sure that council remained
informed and asked if there was
a process for this. Salmerén made
it clear that the city intends to re-
main involved until a new prop-
erty owner is identified.

Ballfields

Public Works staff sought ap-
proval to spend $352K of Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)
funds for equipment used to
maintain ballfields including a
tractor, batwing mower, ballfield
groomer and other items. Some
of these equipment pieces were
purchased in 1995 but now need
to be replaced. Councilmember
Rodney Roberts felt that the
ARPA funds should be invested

ANACOSTIA TRAILS
HERITAGE AREA, INC.

Explore the History, Culture, Arts and
Mature of Prince George's County!

Curated routes and trail maps:
anacostiatrails.ong

in Greenbelt West to develop
play areas for children, and not
on equipment that the city will
purchase over the years. This led
to a discussion on what areas of
Greenbelt have been most sup-
ported by ARPA funds. That point
of discussion was not resolved
but council approved the expen-
diture.
Indoor Pool

Council approved a request to
spend $38K on pre-construction
engineering services to assess the
cause of water pooling on the
interior pool deck surface. As-
sistant Director of Public Works
Brian Kim said the problem is
that at the deep end of the indoor
pool, water is settling between
two layers and not flowing into
the drain. It is a serious issue
that needs to be addressed im-
mediately.

Public Works staff have pro-
posed that engineers be hired to
investigate the problem and rec-
ommend how to repair it. There
were some questions about when
the assessment would begin and
how it would affect pool opera-
tions. Salmeroén thought the team
could be onsite in two weeks,
and that their work would have
a minimal impact on pool hours.
He said, however, that this is the
first step in the process and the
second step would involve repairs
to the pool, which will likely af-
fect pool operations. More will
be learned after the initial assess-
ment is completed.

State Legislative Bills

There were two bills discussed
during the meeting. The first bill
(SB0654, HB0821) would cre-
ate a student support specialist
network with specified member-
ship in each public high school
in Prince George’s County, and
requires each network to develop,
complete and implement a student
support success action plan. There

were several questions regarding
implementation of the bill and
the associated costs. Salmeron
mentioned that all bills are sup-
posed to be assessed for fiscal
impact and ensuring that a bill
works at the local level can be
challenging.

The second bill (HB095)
would require the governor to
include in the annual budget
bill an appropriation from the
Transportation Trust Fund of at
least $80,533,314 to the Locally
Operated Transit System Grant
Program for statewide program
operations. For both bills, coun-
cil decided to wait for more
information before taking any
action.

Dora Kennedy School

Council agreed to send a letter
to the county historical commis-
sion asking that a historic site
evaluation be made of the DKFI
building. Council felt that such a
designation would provide some
level of protection for the building.

Metro Services

Council discussed the pro-
posed changes to Metro ser-
vices (see the February 29 issue).
Mayor Emmett Jordan said that
Metro has been challenged since
the pandemic. Pompi believed
that Metro has been historically
underfunded which has exacer-
bated the current situation. Rob-
erts pointed out that we spend
far more on roads than public
transit. The council agreed to
write a letter to Metro opposing
the changes.

Petitions and Requests

Resident Leon Schachter re-
quested that council lift the cur-
rent rule limiting service on ad-
visory committees and boards to
one at a time per individual when
the additional committee or board
meets only as needed. He noted

See COUNCIL, page 11

CRIME continued from page 1

that understanding of consequenc-
es if not the home or detention
environment. It was generally
agreed that besides the police
enforcing the law, schools must
confront rising truancy, legislation
must be funded to be effective
and parents need support in hold-
ing their children accountable for
their actions.
Rising Crime Rates

Police Chief Richard Bowers
identified as an especially con-
cerning issue: the rising assaults
on law enforcement officers dur-
ing service calls. There were 12
assaults in 2023, up from two or
three assaults in 2022. In 2023
the department had 33,000 calls
for service and 500 arrests and
only 10 use-of-force actions in
all those calls. Across Maryland,
the rate for most types of crime
is rising. In Greenbelt, there was
an overall 43 percent increase in
crime in 2023 citywide. Lead-
ing the increase is automobile
theft which was up 263 percent
over 2022. In 2023, robberies
were up 46 percent. Juvenile ar-
rests were up 212 percent. All
these incidents are included in
the Uniform Crime Reporting
(UCR) data which include theft,
rape, robbery, murder and ag-
gravated assault and totaled over
1,700 crimes in 2023. The city’s
population has increased but not
enough to account for those high
numbers.

This year, only six weeks in,
compared to the same six-week
period last year, automobile theft
is down 50 percent and theft is
down 254 percent but robber-
ies are up 600 percent. These
increasing calls for service and
crime put additional work on
police officers. Fortunately, the
police department has additional
support through partnership with
the Prince George’s County Po-
lice Department and the Maryland
State Police. With extra patrols
and partnerships, the toll on the
city’s police staff is heavy but the
crime numbers are coming down.
One problem that remains is theft

and armed robbery taking place
around Greenbelt Middle School,
frequently for items like shoes.
Crisis Intervention

The police Crisis Intervention
Team (CIT) managed 500 crisis
calls last year with 20 staff, not
counting follow-up calls. Bow-
ers considers this co-responder
program, where police are paired
with a crisis intervention staff
person, to be a success. When
appropriate, CIT partners with the
city’s CARES program to help
find or provide interventions for
the families, but CIT Supervisor
Rachel Tobin reported a lack of
systemwide resources for parents.

CARES provides a Youth Ser-
vices Bureau, but funding for it
from the state has been reduced.
In this Maryland General As-
sembly session, bill HB1136, if
passed, would restore some of
the needed funding for the Youth
Services Bureau.

Department Composition

Eunice Pierre from the Pub-
lic Safety Advisory Committee
(PSAC) asked Bowers to discuss
diversity hiring in the police
department. Bowers and Deputy
Chief Tim White produced the
following statistics for the 53
sworn police officers: 58 percent
are people of color, 42 percent
are white, and by gender, 84
percent are male and 16 percent
female. Front-line supervisors are
33 percent white and 66 percent
people of color (breakdown by
gender was not shared).

Vehicle Exhibitions

Resident John Mills asked
about the incident on Hanover
Parkway where a mass of cars
came together and would not
disperse (see Street Takeover
by Cars in the February 15 is-
sue). Police from all over had
to come to disperse the cars but
no one was arrested. Greenbelt
police officer Captain Jermaine
Gulledge explained that in a
crisis, the best response is to en-
sure safety. He noted there were
cars doing dangerous stunts and

See CRIME, page 9
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Police

Blotter

Incidents reported here occurred February 26 - March 3, 2024.
Readers are encouraged to contact the police if they have information
that may aid in an enquiry. Call the non-emergency number 301-474-
7200 or email pd@greenbeltmd.gov. Times provided are when the

incidents were reported.

Greenbelt Police Department
had two death reports, two do-
mestics with arrests and four
mental health diversions, one
involving suicide and another
involving overdose.

Armed Person

On March 2 at 6:04 p.m. near
5701 Cherrywood Lane, two men
were arguing and one displayed a
knife in his waistband; they left
when someone called 911.

Disorderly

On February 28 at 3:17 a.m.
near 550 Crescent Road, inside
the police station, a man ap-
peared to be under the influence
of PCP. He took a marijuana
cigarette out of his pocket and
was told he could not smoke it
inside the station. The subject re-
sponded by pulling out his lighter
and saying, “You gonna have to
take me to jail.” The defendant
was arrested and actively resisted
during the process.

DUI Arrests

On March 1 at 12:30 a.m.
near 6200 Springhill Drive, a
truck ran a stop sign and made a
wide turn, crossing into the op-
posite lane of traffic and almost
striking a vehicle. After a field
sobriety test, the driver was ar-
rested on suspicion of DUIL

On March 2 at 12:14 a.m.
near 5717 Cherrywood Lane, a
truck was cutting off other driv-
ers; the driver smelled of alcohol
and was arrested for suspected
DUIL

Fraud

On February 27 near 5917
Cherrywood Terrace, a woman’s
identity was stolen when she pro-
vided her bank account informa-
tion and Social Security number
to an investment company. On
February 29 near 7607 Greenbelt
Road, a man’s credit card was
used at CVS and surveillance
captured the subject on video.
On March 2 near 5301 Settling
Pond Lane, unauthorized charges
appeared on a business credit
card account and the bank was
notified.

Theft

On February 27 near 7919
Mandan Road, medicine was
delivered and stolen from a resi-
dence. On February 28 near 5907
Cherrywood Lane, an Amazon
package was taken. On March
1 at 9:40 p.m. near 6100 Green-
belt Road, a young woman was
stopped for shoplifting; she was
listed as a missing juvenile and
was returned home. On Febru-

ary 28 at 12:01 p.m. near 6100
Greenbelt Road, a man stole
merchandise and exited through
the fire escape. On February 28
at 4:25 p.m. near 7405 Greenbelt
Road, customers left the res-
taurant without paying for their
food. On February 29 at 4:04
p.m. near 430 Ridge Road, some-
one opened the change box at the
laundromat and stole the money.
On March 2 at 12:06 a.m. near
5700 Cherrywood Lane, someone
was recorded on a surveillance
camera stealing a bicycle. On
March 3 at 12:05 p.m. at 8120
Miner Street, a package was
taken from the front door.
Vehicle Crimes
Stolen Vehicles

Six vehicles were stolen, in-
cluding four Hyundais: February
26 near 7518 Mandan Road,
a burgundy 2018 Infiniti Q50
(Md. 9FP2589); February 28 near
6922 Hanover Parkway, a 2008
Honda CRV (Md. 6CM8264);
March 1 near 53 Crescent Road,
a light blue 2015 Elantra (Md.
5DE0471); March 2 near 22
Crescent Road, a red 2022 Ac-
cent, and near 7992 Lakecrest
Drive, a white 2013 Accent (Md.
8CB6737); and on March 3 near
5900 Cherrywood Terrace, a sto-
len Elantra was found running
with ignition damage and the
window smashed.

Theft from Auto

On February 27 near 122
Westway, a car window was bro-
ken and a wallet was stolen. On
February 29 near 5904 Cher-
rywood Terrace, three hub caps
were missing from a vehicle. On
March 2 near 8150 Lakecrest
Drive, a Kia Sorento had ignition
damage and several items were
missing. On March 3 near 121
Centerway, a Honda Accord was
broken into and tools were stolen
from the trunk.

Recovered Stolen Tag

On March 3 near 27 Ridge
Road, a stolen tag was found in
someone’s front yard.

Vandalism to Auto

On February 28 near 8225
Miner Street, a 2010 Nissan
and a 2023 Toyota had win-
dows smashed; near 8147 Green-
belt Station Parkway, a window
was broken on a Hyundai Elan-
tra.

Three More Teens Arrested
In Murder of DuVal Student

by Anna Bedford-Dillow

Last week Prince George’s
County Police arrested three more
suspects in connection with the
murder of DuVal High School
student Jayda Medrano-Moore,
whom police have identified as a
Greenbelt resident (see the Sep-
tember 14, 2023, issue).

A 17-year-old male, who is
accused of being the shooter, was
arrested in the days following
Medrano-Moore’s murder. Three
additional suspects have now
been arrested and are accused of
planning the fight and coordinat-
ing it via group chat and text
messages. They are 18-year-old
Ramon Richardson of Lanham,

18-year-old Cameron Anderson
of Landover and a 17-year-old
male from Lanham who is being
charged as an adult. All those ar-
rested were high school students
at either Charles Herbert Flowers
High School or DuVal.

On September 11, 2023, at
approximately 3:45 p.m., officers
believe 16-year-old Medrano-
Moore was walking on Palamar
Drive with friends after leaving
school when a fight ensued be-
tween two groups as part of an
ongoing dispute. A witness said
the group had been followed by
a suspect in a ski mask and fur-
ther suspects arrived, getting out

CRIME continued from page 8

of a car. During the fight, one
suspect produced a gun. Detec-
tives believe Medrano-Moore was
attempting to intervene when she
was shot.

State’s Attorney for Prince
George’s County Aisha Brave-
boy said that although Medrano-
Moore was not the intended vic-
tim, the fight was planned and
the teens also planned to use
weapons.

Richardson, Anderson and
the two 17-year-olds are facing
first- and second-degree murder
charges. They are being held
without bond.

endangering people by shooting
fireworks. The police did get
everyone out safely and cleared
the area — the nuisance cars then
went into Anne Arundel County.
Bills in the Maryland General
Assembly (HB0601/SB0442) are
addressing exhibition behavior
and loud, dangerous driving.
Greenbelt East Paving

Mary Thomas from PSAC
spoke about the lack of traffic
control during the paving and
construction on Greenbelt Road.
She shared that four-way gridlock
caused traffic to wait for an ex-
cessive amount of time. She had
waited 10 minutes at an intersec-
tion to get from Greenway Center
to Hanover Parkway. Greenbelt
Police Department has been in
touch with the state police about
the traffic situation but noted the
priority for the state police is
ensuring the safety and protec-
tion of the highway workers.
Mayor Emmett Jordan expressed
optimism that the work will be
completed soon as the street is
now completely ground down and
ready for paving.

Funding for Legislation

City Manager Josué¢ Salmeron
appreciated the police department
holding community meetings.
He stressed that legislation with
full funding was critical to keep
Greenbelt safe and juveniles pro-
tected as they grow.

Attendee Questions

Resident and former city coun-
cilmember Judith Davis asked if
calls for service included every
call, both emergency and non-

Tax Loan
Special

emergency calls. Bowers con-
firmed the calls included every
kind of call, including traffic
stops and animal control. Bowers
did not have statistics on repeat
offenders per a question from
Davis.

Resident Connie Davis asked
what the times for peak crime
activity are. Bowers responded 3
to 11 p.m. are high crime hours.

Answering a question from
PSAC Chair Peggy Higgins,
Bowers noted that 3,300 of the
33,000 calls for service were traf-
fic stops.

Resident Carolyn Lambright-
Davis asked if police are engag-

ing with the community by get-
ting out of their cars and talking
with residents. Bowers mentioned
the work of Franklin Park Part-
nership Officer Erick Alvarez in
running a one-week program for
mentoring children. Other officers
spend their own money to buy
food and school supplies for kids
as they head home after school,
he added.

Information on all the Mary-
land State Assembly bills can be
found at mgaleg.maryland.gov/
mgawebsite_under the Legislation
heading by typing the bill num-
ber (example: HB0601) into the
search box.

PHOTO BY KATRINA BOVERMAN

5-J GARDENWAY, GREENBELT, AD 20770

PRICE: $190000

2 bed/ 1 bath GHI/CO-OP, with beautiful
hardwood floors and new tile floors in
kitchen and bath.

Kitchen includes new refrigerator and
stove. New stackable washer/dryer on the
main level. Home has been freshly painted
and allows for plenty of natural sunlight.
Ductless mini-split offers heating and
cooling in addition to baseboard heating.
Enjoy spacious backyard backing to trees
and shed that conveys with property.
Call for details!

Rate as low as
8% apr*

Greenbelt Federal CU
112 Centerway 301-474-5900

Melanie Cantwell
Realtor MD & DC

9094 Baltimore Ave
College Park, MD 20740
C: 240-470-5911
0:301-441-9511
Melanie.Cantwell@LNF.com
MELANIECANTWELL.com

Easy online application
www.greenbeltfcu.com

Senios, Chldren wih School D
and Customers wih
Disabilities RIDE FREE

MELANIE CANTWELL

— Longand Foster Real Estate —

Gliitem

*apr=annual percentage rate. Rate subject to change
without notice. Rate based on credit

Call for more information.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

MERCHANDISE

YAMAHA PIANO FOR SALE — Beau-
tiful Rosewood Upright. Excellent
condition. Only two owners. Asking
$1,900 (paid $2,500 over 15 years ago)
301-441-1645

SERVICES

HOUSECLEANING —OVER 20 years
in Greenbelt area. Weekly, bi-weekly,
monthly or one-time cleaning offered.
Local references and free estimates
available. Debbie, 301-523-9884.

COMPUTERS, WIFI and PRINT-
ERS — Training, Installing, Repairing,
Troubleshooting. JBS, 240-601-4163.

YARDWORK - spring cleanup, leaves,
weeding, mowing, weed-wacking, trim
bushes, etc. call 410-940-9945.

CUSTOM FLOORING, LLC Installing
all flooring products. Specializing in
refinishing hardwood. Starting $3.50
per sq. ft. Call Now 301-844-8897,
www.customflooringllc.net.

MISSY’S DECORATING - Serv-
ing Greenbelt for over 30 years.
Interior painting. Free estimates.
MHIC #26409. Insured. Call Missy,
301-345-7273.

FRANK’S VIDEO CONVERSION
— Convert VHS tapes/8mm movies,
slides to DVD. LP records to CD.
DAT tapes to CD. H 240-295-3994,
C 703-216-7293.

HEATING AND COOLING - We
specialize in installing Mitsubishi duct-
less heat pump systems in Greenbelt
Homes. Call Mike at H & C Heating &
Cooling, 301-953-2113. Licensed and
insured since 1969.

DO YOU NEED A TUTOR in Math,
Chemistry or AP Chemistry with
an Experienced Teacher? Email:
Janehemeltmennella@gmail.com.
Text: 240-475-2802.

LICENSED MASTER ELECTRI-
CIAN — Will do all repairs and new
installations. 20+ years’ experience.
Call Desmond 301-346-5335.

ANGELA’S HOUSE CLEANING
AND PAINTING - Cleaning your
home like my own, at reasonable prices.
Painting inside and out. References
available in Greenbelt. Ten years’ pro-
fessional experience. AngelalLazol@
hotmail.com; 240-645-5140.

KELLAHER MAINTENANCE
ENGINEERING, LLC — Junk removal,
plumbing, electrical, painting, drywall,
leaf removal, landscape design,
mulching flower beds, bucket truck
services, stump grinding, pruning
trees & removal, pole lighting, power
washing siding & decks. Mulch
& top soil delivery. Dkellaher@
hotmail.com, 301-318-5472. Insured.
Visa, MasterCard, Discover. www.
Kellahermaintenance.com.

HAULING AND JUNK REMOVAL —
Complete clean out: garages, houses,
construction debris, etc. Licensed &
insured. Free estimates. Accept credit
cards. Mike Smith, 301-346-0840.

3 CLASSIFIED: $3.00 minimum for ten words. 15¢ for each addi-
tional word. Submit ad with payment to the News Review office by 6
p.m. Tuesday, or to the News Review drop box in the Co-op grocery
store before 5 p.m. Tuesday, or mail to 15 Crescent Rd., Suite 100,
Greenbelt, MD 20770.

BOXED: $10.60/column inch. Minimum 1.5 inches ($15.90).
Deadline 2 p.m. Monday for ads that need to be set up, including
those needing clip art and/or borders. 6 p.m. Tuesday for camera-ready

e RATES

ads. Certs and Notarizations each $10.

NEEDED: Please include name, phone number and address with
ad copy. Ads not considered accepted until published.

DROP ads and payments in the mail slot in the exterior door of
the News Review office. The door is located to the left of the main
entrance on the east side of the Community Center (side closest to
Roosevelt Center and the Municipal Building).

ZELLE: The News Review is now accepting electronic payments
through Zelle. Find out more at zellepay.com. Customers should direct
their payments to business@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

Continental Movers
Free boxes
Local — Long Distance
$80 x two men
$100 x three men
301-340-0602
202-438-1489

www.continentalmovers.net

AD DESK: 301-474-4131 or ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

COLLECTIBLES — Small collector
pays cash for coins/collections. Call
Gary, 301-809-0291. Will come to you.

LEW’S CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY —
Free estimates, fabric samples, local
business for over 30 years. Call Missy,
301-345-7273.

YARD/MOVING SALES

YARD SALE — Saturday and Sunday
March 9-10, 9 am. to 4 p.m.; 30 all
genuine leather jackets, $25 each.
Also, misc. items, 112 Ridge Road,
Greenbelt.

S&A Plumbing
Service Inc.

24/7 plumbing service needs
Garbage disposal, dishwasher
Leak, clog, faucets, etc.

Please call me.

Independent and local.

Prices reasonable.

Give me a call 240 988 8908
Time bank members receive
“great discounts”

JC Landscaping 20+ years
serving Greenbelt and everywhere.
Planting - flowers, shrubs, trees.
Maintenance - pruning, trimming,

mulching, weeding, edging beds. Garden
Cleanup -flowers, shrubs, small trees,
yard debris. Hardscaping-retaining
walls, patios, walkways. Handyman
services. Free Estimates: 301-742-0364

Maryland

Cwpuriment

Greenbelt Auto & Truck Repair Inc.

159 Centerway Road
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770

301-982-2582

reimeeeens WWW.Ggreenbeltautoandtruck.com

A.S.E.
Master Certified Technicians

A complete service facility equipped to
perform all service requirements that your
manufacturer recommends to comply with
Preventive Maintenance service sched-
ules & extended warranty programs! Also,
routine repairs that keep your vehicles
operating safely and reliably.

Auto-body, collision repairs and theft recovery damage
A.S.E. Certified Technicians,
Insurance Claims Welcome.
[ | Free estimates, please call for appointment [ |

Tpss

[ YEIP

Let's Clear The Air

O

CROWLEY CONSTRUCTION,INC,

Commercial & Residential
ROOFING SPECIALISTS
NEW ROOFS # REROOFS 4+ REPAIR ¢+ MAINTENANCE

EMERGENCY REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE 24/7

ASK ABOUT OUR OTHER SERVICES
SKYLIGHTS | GUTTERS & DOWNSPOUTS | SIDING | WINDOWS
CHIMNEYS | BRICK WORK | HARDSCAPING

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE
(410) 643-3779 OR (301) 345-1349

www.crowleycoroofing.com
M.H.I.C License #90063

GREENBELT SERVICE CENTER
Auto Repairs &
Road Service

A.S.E. Certified Technicians
Maryland State Inspections

161 CENTERWAY
GREENBELT, MD

301-474-8348

NnC

National Cooperative Bank

NCB has been financing at Greenbelt
Homes for over 40 years. We offer:
- Fixed Rate Mortgages
Competitive Financing
- Low Closing Costs
Cooperative Expertise

G. RYAN GREER
Senior Vice President
(202) 349-7455
rgreer@ncb.coop
ww.ncb.coop/rgreer

NMLS #507534

and services provided by National Cooperative

mber FDIC. NCB NMLS #422343

F:L'r!lh

Lowest Selling fees

Free Staging f‘ . 7 E
Agent 4 Free Pre-‘market Bmkerl
Frances Fendlay Sluanings Richard Cantwell
240.481.3851 410.790.5099
'WE GUARANTEE THAT WE WILL BEAT t.}.’Ff.-'.'L:‘ BROKERAGE FEES FOR THE

SAME SERVICES

-] - s
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FRANKLIN PARK continued from page 1

replaced, that plus the window
replacement has shown consider-
able savings in energy. In addi-
tion, 14 buildings have replaced
water heaters and the grounds
have recently received $100K in
improvements to landscaping.
Pool Conversion

Since Covid, the second of
the two pools in the complex has
remained closed and Bonner and
Knight confirmed that the remain-
ing pool has not reached capacity
usage during the last few sum-
mers. The plan for the coming
year is to fill in the closed pool
and develop the area for a vari-
ety of purposes: sports facilities,
a second dog park, a grilling
area and an updated play area,
with the hope of an 18-month
turnaround with work potentially
starting this April. Bonner ex-
plained that running the pool is
very expensive, especially since
it only gets used three months
of the year, and that Fieldstone
believes a more extensively used
arca that costs less money is a
sound strategy.

They have recently done resi-
dent surveys to identify the most-
wanted improvements. Residents
continued to express concern over
lack of ballfields and the poor
state of the Springhill Lake Rec-
reation Center.

Finances, Rent
Stabilization Cap

At several points in the dis-
cussion, costs and cashflow came
into focus. Prince George’s Coun-
ty capped rent increases in new
rentals to three percent, in tempo-
rary legislation being considered
for permanent legislation. Bonner
spoke of the pressures this creates
when some of their costs, par-
ticularly insurance, have gone up
by as much as 20 to 30 percent.
She explained they can’t afford
to upgrade a vacated apartment
when the new rent is so little
above the earlier one and that this
inevitably gradually impacts the
quality of what they offer.

Delinquencies, some stemming
from Covid, remain a problem
with approximately 20 percent
of tenants in arrears, of whom
perhaps 80 to 90 percent are be-
hind by 90 days or more. Bonner
and Knight described how they
work with tenants to enable them
to retain their leases. Strategies
focused on helping residents pay
their way going forward and help-
ing them reduce prior indebted-
ness by, for example, removing a
late fee incurred earlier each time
they complete a current month’s
payment on time. So far, there has

been one eviction this year.
Future Development

Mayor Emmett Jordan asked
what impact the planned FBI
building would have. Bonner re-
peated that they aimed to provide
good quality and affordable hous-
ing and she thought this would
resonate with FBI employees.
She stated that it was, “balance
between shiny and new and pro-
viding what people can afford.”
She reiterated that they would
continue to upgrade units (noting
that approximately 1,000 or one-
third of the apartments now had
washers and dryers).

With the anticipated Beltway
Plaza redevelopment, Bonner
stated that all issues are resolved
with the shopping center and they
were just waiting for a start date
for the redevelopment.

Code Violations

City Director of Planning and
Community Development Terri
Hruby commented on city inspec-
tions and code issues. She said
that the annual inspection is in
the spring, and as Franklin Park’s
rental license expires in May, city
inspections are starting early and
are increasing to 50 percent of
apartments checked (up from 20
percent in previous years). The
city is back to, and prefers to do,
in-person inspections.

When asked about the penal-
ties for infractions, Hruby stated
that the owners have 10 days to
remedy and to schedule reinspec-
tion and that additional time may
be granted depending on what
has to be done. She did note
that if the matter went to court,
backups there make it a multiple-
month process to get a resolution.
Fines are $200 up to $1,000.

In terms of Franklin Park, the
city has received 74 complaints
since July 1, 2023. A major area
has been the scourge of rodents
which, Hruby said, have been
especially prevalent through-
out the region this year and not
only for Franklin Park. Knight
was positive about working on
their process to prevent infesta-
tion, describing how, in the case
of persistent problems, tracking
down the source often led to the
people who didn’t complain about
infestations, with whom Franklin
Park would work on issues like
hoarding or hygiene.

Maintenance Issues

Residents attending the meet-
ing brought up some extensive
concerns, particularly about rou-
tine and emergency maintenance
tickets that didn’t get attended to,
in some cases for months. Con-

LAwW OFFICES OF

PATRICK J. MCANDREW, LLC.

[£iz]

Personal Injury, Civil, Criminal, Traffic Matters, DUI, Business Law &
Incorporation, Estate Planning & Administration, and
G.H.l. Settlements

6305 lvy Lane, Suite 408, Greenbelt, MD 20770
301-220-3111

GASCH’S

Funeral (£))) Home, pA.

4739 Baltimore Avenue
Hyattsville, MD 20781

301-927-6100

www.gaschs.com

Family Owned and Operated

since 1858

Traditional Funerals
Memorial Services
Cremations

Flowers

Caskets, Vaults, Urns
Pre-Arrangements
Large on-site parking

cerns included a persistent roof
leak, exterior lights being out
for months and graffiti in play-
grounds. A resident described the
ticket system as “broken.”

Franklin Park management
appeared concerned to resolve
these issues — especially with the
contractor that fields nighttime
and weekend emergency calls —
and requested contact information
from those at the meeting or con-
tributing electronically to expedite
the process.

Trash collection was also a
concern, with dumpsters sometimes
overflowing. Knight described how
their maintenance crews trailed the
trash trucks to clean up after the
dumpsters were emptied. A discus-
sion ensued about recycling (which
is not currently provided) and
Knight and Bonner were referred
to the city’s recycling coordinator,

Luisa Robles.
Looking Ahead

Jordan noted that applications
are again being accepted for the
county’s Emergency Rental Assis-
tance Program, funds designated
to help those still impacted by
Covid, and offered city help in
applying. Fifteen-year resident
Kevin Lockhart suggested a ten-
ants’ association could provide a
useful source of input to Franklin
Park management. Knight was
quick to promote the idea of a
team approach to garnering resi-
dent input rather than an associa-
tion. Jordan wondered whether
there were plans for electric ve-
hicle charging stations, to which
Bonner replied that Fieldstone
was evaluating how to roll out
a consistent program across all
its Maryland and New Jersey
properties.

COUNCIL continued from page 8

that for some such bodies an
entire year could elapse without
a meeting.

Concerned community mem-
ber Malaika Nji-Kerber asked
the council to do what they can
to prevent the students at DKFI
from being moved and to pro-
tect the historic building, which
she described as “well-built and
beautiful.” The DKFI school it-
self brings families to this area,
she said. “It is one of the main
attractions for a lot of families
that want to move here,” she said,
describing it as a top-notch public
school and adding that, “It may
be a specialized school, it may be
a magnet school with a specialty
in French Immersion, but it is
full of public school students who
live in this area.” She felt that
most of the students live here,
they are community members and
that they matter. The decision to

move the school had been made
without consulting faculty or
staff; and families found out from
the Greenbelt News Review (see
the February 1 issue). “It is one
of the schools that raises our test
scores countywide, statewide as
well ... We need to do the best
that we can to get PGCPS to turn
back from what was, in their own
words, a bad decision,” she said.

Jordan responded that they had
been shocked to find out about
this proposal and are working
with their sister municipalities.

Council accepted a check from
Guillermo Guerrero on behalf of
the Eleanor & Franklin Roosevelt
Democratic Club in the amount
of $250 for the city’s Emergency
Assistance Fund. Jordan thanked
them for the contribution to the
fund that assists displaced fami-
lies.

Our 38th Year in Greenbelt

301 982-0044

Linda Ivy 301-675-0585
Mindy Wu - 301-661-5387
Leonard Wallace - Broker

301-675-9036

The Leader in
== Greenbelt Real Estate

RICHARD K. GEHRING, HOME IMPROVEMENT

LICENSED -

SPECIALIST IN REMODELING & REPAIRS
CARPENTRY — DRYWALL — PAINTING
KITCHENS — BATHROOMS
SIDING — WINDOWS — DOORS - DECKS
INSURED - LEAD PAINT CERTIFIED
MHIC #84145
PHONE 301-448-8703

* Trimming & Pruning
= Grading & Sodding

Russel]’s Trimlawn & Landscape

iy Commercial & Residential
5? * MOWING & MAINTENANCE

%, * Planting: Perennials & Annuals

(301) 595-9344

_ Free Estimates
% % Guaranteed  Low Prices

#* FALL & SPRING CLEAN-UP
= Seeding & Lawn Acration

» Edging

= Mulching

Donald V. Borgwarde
FUNERAL HOME, P.A.

Pre-Need Counseling
By Appointment

4400 Powder Mill Rd.

(301) 937-1707

Beltsville, Md. 20705-2751

www.borgwardtfuneralhome.com

Family owned
and operated

Traditional
Funerals

Monuments

Cremation
Service

Brick Townhome on CUrner Lot Large
fenced yard with shed. Refinished
hardwood flooring upstairs and new
laminate flooring on main level. Nice!

2 Bedroom Townhome Large fenced
backyard with deck - opens onto com-
munity parkland. Energy-efficient Mit-
subishi mini-split heat pump/ac system.

Need to reach us right away?

Text ‘Greenbelt’ to 88000 on
your cell phone and get an in-
stant response! We can show
you any listing in Greenbelt.

. Scan here with your
cell phone and go
directly to our weh-

| site! Search all of

3 Bedroom Greenbriar Condominium
with 2 full baths. Remodeled top to
bottom - modern kitchen, new closet
doors throughout - a real showplace!

Single-Level Living in Greenbelt Lake
Village corner unit. 3 bedrooms & 2
baths with screened patio deck. Mod-
ern kitchen & Iaundry/bantry Nlce'

Commg Soon 3 BR townhome W|th
opened kitchen and living room. Cin-
derblock construction with vinyl siding.
One of the largest floorplans in GHI.

Coming Soon 2 bedroom townhome
on large corner lot. 0Oak hardwood
flooring on both levels. New thermal
doors and windows. Call for more info.

Your Greenbelt Specialists
In Roosevelt Center

Since 1986
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Greenbelt Youth Musical: Buried
Treasure Enters Final Weekend

by Melissa Sites

N 1

From left, the Dummyshirts — Kellen Cole, Lucy Bindel, Lirael McFarland, Cameron O'Roark, Henry

Turner, Caspaen Jackson, Gabriel Crompton and Shawford Jackson — with Harriet (Kira Wilkinson)

Three young adventur-
ers explore themes of bravery,
knowledge and perfection, dig-
ging deeper to get to the heart of
these virtues that lie beneath the
surface of what may seem obvi-
ous at first glance. With Buried
Treasure: An Underground Musi-
cal Adventure, writer and direc-
tor Christopher Cherry proves
himself a master of clever words
and catchy melodies, but just as
impressive is his storytelling and
development of themes across
intersecting storylines.

Each of the heroes is devoted
to a particular virtue, laid out
clearly in the song Brave as a
Lion, Wise as an Owl, Good as
Gold. Josh (Donovan Amin) tries
to prove his bravery to a gang
called the Wildcats, and meets
warriors underground, includ-
ing Leopards and Tigers. Har-
riet (Kira Wilkinson), a young
scholar who values knowledge
above all else, learns to share her
intellectual skills. Miranda (Han-
nah Baker) prizes perfection, but
eventually comes to realize that
a golden exterior may not reflect
true virtue. All the leads deliver
outstanding performances, incit-
ing enthusiastic applause from the
packed house.

Sometimes one actor will play
more than one role. Jacob Royle
provides the adventurers with ad-
vice as the mythological figures
of Cerberus and Coyote, as well
as puzzling mythographer Cato
McSage. Nyle Karamat men-
aces the heroes as both a green
dragon and a red dragon who’s
a little too fond of burning down
libraries. These obvious doublings
prepare the audience to look
deeper within other characters,
reinforcing the overall theme
of the show: to try to perceive
hidden truths beneath surface ap-
pearances. Choruses of warriors,
ragamuffins, “Dunstans” and more
allow actors to transform between
roles and take on fun elements
of movement, skipping, leaping
and dancing. Water, fire and an
amazing flight of bats are excit-
ing theatrical elements.

With Greenbelt Recreation’s
Nicole DeWald heading up pro-
duction design, costumes and
sets are simple but evocative.
Costumes ranging from drab to
shimmering, including gorgeous
headpieces on the dragons, re-
mind us again not to place too
much value on appearances. Just
a few well-designed set pieces
bring the entire underworld to
life. Beautifully rendered sta-
lagmites evoke the cave setting,

- Photos by Judy Goldberg-Strassler

From left,
Hannah Bak-
er, Donovan
Amin and Kira
Wilkinson play
the three ad-
venturers.

From left, Ellie Young-Wilson, Ida Ellison, Mari Loucaides, Eleanor
Cooper, Lirael McFarland (front, as Ragsy), Maeve Waters, Kellen
Cole, Clara Bills and Tabitha Melin play the Ragamuffins.

Nyle Karamat plays the Red Dragon.

while two rolling screens come
together to depict the facade of
an ideal public library. The sets
are then easily transformed into
a girl’s bedroom, a roaring river
and a princely palace.

Buried Treasure will show
again on Saturday, March 9 at
2 and 7 p.m. at the Community
Center. Get tickets soon because
this entertaining production is
sure to sell out.

Labor Day Festival Marks Big
Anniversary, Needs Volunteers

by Melissa Sites

This year will mark
the 70th Greenbelt
Labor Day Festival.
The volunteer organ-
izing committee will
meet to kick off planning for the
Festival on Tuesday, March 12.
Linda Ivy, who has been on the
committee for 31 years and has
served as president for the last
17, said, “We would like to see
more volunteers from the com-
munity. If they don’t want to
make a commitment for the entire
year, they could volunteer at the
Festival for bingo or the photo
show, just to name two.”

Jon Gardner first joined the
committee in 2004 and has seen
some changes over the years.
The Craft Fair has become a
big part of the Festival, and the
Rising Stars talent show provides
an opportunity for community
participation. Adding a commu-
nity art installation was new last
year, and Gardner would like to
see such projects continue. He
added, “We’re hoping to make T-
shirts for the 70th Festival. We’ll
run a design contest, and then get
shirts made up with the winning
entry.”

Davina Johnson, who joined
in 2008, said, “We have tried to
keep the same feel to the Festi-
val with similar rides, art show,
Community Center games, pa-
rade, music and bingo. Although
we have more food choices, we
have vendors that have been with
the Festival for many years.”

To involve Greenbelters who
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live outside the city
center, a shuttle bus
rotates continuous-
ly during the entire
weekend. Ivy sug-
gests, “The entire community
can get involved by volunteering
or entering the photo show, art
show or craft fair.”

Ivy says the greatest reward of
being on the committee is “keep-
ing a 70-year-old Festival that is
all-volunteer going. To be part of
a weekend that many call ‘Green-
belt’s Homecoming.” To see the
kids’ smiling faces when they get
their wrist bands for an afternoon
of carnival rides. To walk through
and hear ‘bingo!” To visit the
craft fair to pick out unique gifts,
or the photo and art shows that
showcase the talent we have in
Greenbelt. Businesses and groups
can hand out flyers and talk to
people and share community
information. There are so many
free things to do, like a day of
kids’ fun on Braden Field. Bring
a blanket or lawn chair and listen
to some amazing music groups.

“My greatest reward is watch-
ing it all come together year after
year and see the smiles on all the
faces of the people who attend
as well as all the volunteers who
make this happen!”

The Festival was started in
1955 as a way of raising funds
to build a Youth Center, and is
considered “one of Maryland’s
largest all-volunteer organized
events.” For more information,
visit greenbeltlaborday.com.
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Upgraded Spaces and Café
Planned for Greenbelt Library

Planned improvements to al-
location of space in the Greenbelt
Library, aimed at greater conve-
nience, security and enjoyment
for visitors, were discussed in a
February 14 meeting of city staff,
city council and representatives of
the Prince George’s County Me-
morial Library System. Plans to
relocate and reshelve the Tugwell
Collection in the Library, and
other community concerns, had
prompted the meeting. Renova-
tions should improve conserva-
tion of the Tugwell historical
collection, upgrade security for
Passport Services and provide a
refreshment space for visitors.

A new café space with vend-
ing machines is planned to re-
fresh visitors during long study
sessions and provide a relaxed
venue for lively discussions.

Passport Services, now on the
lower level of the Library, will
move into the former Tugwell
space for safety and security
reasons.

The new Tugwell Room is
larger, more centrally located and
better ventilated, Library staff
emphasized. It will better con-
serve the historical collection and
also improve seating and provide
tables for visitors.

PHOTO BY LESLEY KASH

The future café at the Library

A celebration of the Tugwell
Room is being planned to reac-
quaint the community with the
collection in its new home and
showcase the value and conve-
nience of Greenbelt’s historical
archive.

All the meeting participants
reaffirmed their partnership, com-
mitments and formal agreement
about the Tugwell Room’s impor-
tance to Greenbelt.

During the transition, the Tug-
well Collection is still available;
Library staff will retrieve materi-
als on request.

For more on the Tugwell Col-
lection and its move, see last
week’s issue.

This article is drawn from a
press release.

Visit

Wi, greenbeltnewsreview.com
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