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Inside Stories

New co-ed boy 
scout troop, p.8

Golden Age Club 
at Café, p.7

See COUNCIL, page  11

See TOKYO, page  8

What Goes On
Monday, August 23
8 p.m. City Council Work-
session: Forest Preserve Ad-
visory Board report on trail 
management activities in the 
Greenbelt Forest Preserve
Wednesday, August 25
8 p.m. City Council Work-
session: Greenbelt Station 
HOA (Stakeholder)

All meetings are virtual. 
See the meetings calendar at 
greenbeltmd.gov for agendas 
and information on public par-
ticipation in these meetings.A smiling mother, daughter, and their panda bear attend a 

Teddy Bear picnic at the Library on August 14. See story, p. 12.

Asha Brown delivers the Greenbelt News Review.
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At the regular meeting on 
August 9, the Greenbelt City 
Council voted 5 to 1 in support 
of the revised Detailed Site Plan 
(DSP) for Phase One of the rede-
velopment of Beltway Plaza. The 
support of this iteration was con-
tingent upon a set of recommen-
dations and conditions, laid out 
by city staff, that are the result 
of years of feedback from coun-
cil, staff, advisory committees 
(including the Advisory Planning 
Board, Park and Recreation Advi-
sory Board and GreenACES) and 
city residents, all of which have 
been agreed to by the applicant.  
While there still exist concerns 
about issues such as affordable 
housing and school adequacy, the 
majority of council and residents 
at the meeting felt that the posi-
tives seen in this evolved plan 

City Council Votes to Support 
Beltway Plaza’s Phase One

by Matthew Arbach

outweighed the negatives, making 
this decision a crucial step for the 
survival of this property and the 
present and future well-being of 
the city.

Consistent with the previous 
DSP are the three residential 
buildings, with a total of 750 
units, a 92-room hotel and a 
27,000-square-foot indoor recre-
ation facility, whose use has been 
offered to the city.  The area cov-
ers roughly 20 acres, the majority 
of which is currently an impervi-
ous surface parking lot.

Some of the changes include: 
the masking of several of the 
parking garages with exposed 
facades, especially along Breeze-
wood Drive; an increase in open 
space, now at 42 percent, or over 
eight acres of the site; and the 
return of the community garden 

in place of an orchard.
Three Construction Phases
For the first time, the appli-

cant, in response to requests from 
staff and council, has laid out 
in detail the three construction 
phases for Phase One.  

Phase One-A consists of resi-
dential building 1A, dog park, 
community garden, a tiered park, 
a 10-foot-wide hiker/biker trail 
along Breezewood and “permit-
ting, financial assurances and 
timetable for Greenbelt Road 
frontage improvements,” accord-
ing to Community Planner Holly 
Simmons.  

Phase One-B includes resi-
dential building 1B, city recre-
ation center, linear park, Street B, 
AMC Plaza, art walk and parking 
deck #4.  

Este artículo está disponible 
en español en nuestra página 
web www.greenbeltnewsreview.
com.

Pr ince  George’s  Coun ty 
has achieved “high” status in 
Maryland’s ranking of counties 
for community transmission of 
the Covid-19 virus. This dubious 
distinction is defined as more 
than 100 new cases per 100K 
residents over the preceding 
week or a 10 percent or higher 
positivity rate. This is borne out 
in Greenbelt’s 20770 zip code by 
a continued rise in recent local 
cases, though it seems to have 
levelled out between August 4 
and 10, averaging about four 
new cases daily, according to 
opendata.maryland.gov. This 
level is shared with 10 other 
Maryland jurisdictions including 
adjacent Charles County. Another 

P.G. County Behind the Curve
In Covid Statistics, Yet Again

by Cathie Meetre

11 jur i sd ic t ions ,  inc luding 
n e i g h b o r i n g  M o n t g o m e r y, 
Howard, Anne Arundel and 
Calvert counties, are listed as 
“substantial,” defined as 50 
to 100 new cases per 100K 
residents over the past week or 8 
to 10 percent positivity rate. Only 
Carroll County is in the moderate 
range (15 to 50 cases, 5 to 8 
percent positivity).

Tale of Two Counties
Prince George’s is also the 

Maryland county with more cu-

mulative cases than any other 
at over 88,600, counting since 
Day One.  Montgomery County, 
with its somewhat larger popula-
tion of ~1 million compared to 
Prince George’s ~906,000, has 
had ~15,000 fewer total cases 
at ~73,600 diagnosed. About 9.8 
percent of all Prince George’s 
County residents who have been 
tested, have tested positive for 
Covid-19 to date compared to 
about 7.4 percent of Montgomery 
County residents.  The number 
of deaths in both counties is 
roughly the same at around 1,600 
– meaning that those who do 
get sick in Montgomery Coun-
ty are somewhat less likely to 
die than their Prince George’s 
County neighbors, where 2.2 
percent of those diagnosed have 
died, compared to 1.8 percent of  

(Second in a series)
Zachary Downs Shattuck, 

born in Greenbelt, was diagnosed 
with hypochondroplasia dwarfism 
when he was an infant. Despite 
the challenges, Zach excelled at 
sports throughout his high school 
years and just before he entered 
college he discovered he was 
a rather good swimmer. This 
month, Zach competes in four 
events in the Tokyo Paralympics.  

Zach entered Frostburg Uni-
versity in the fall  of 2014.  
At his parents’ urging, he ap-
proached the swim team coach 
Justin Anderson to ask if he 
could recommend someone in 
the area who could coach Zach 
in swimming. Anderson replied, 
“If you’ll commit to the work-

Zach’s Road to Tokyo Goes
Through the Frostburg Pool

by Jack Downs

out schedule, you are welcome 
to join the Frostburg swim 
team.” At his first meet, in the 
100-meter backstroke, he had 
to be shown how to start and 
his teammates gave him a crash 
course in how to do a flip turn.  
He attended all the practices 
and swim meets with the Frost-
burg swimmers, quickly becom-
ing a crowd favorite. It wasn’t 
just his friendly but focused de-
termination, despite coming in 
dead last in almost every race 
through college. But Zach was 
accomplishing something else; 
beginning his sophomore year 
he was posting very competitive 
times for his classification in the 

Asha Brown has one thing 
on her mind these days: col-
lege. The Washington, D.C.-born, 
Greenbelt-raised native is headed 
to Morgan State University in 
Baltimore this upcoming fall 
semester. Her intended field of 
study? Journalism. “Growing up 
I didn’t really care for the news 
but I did love watching the To-
day Show and the Oprah Winfrey 
Show with my mom and sister,” 
she said about the earlier memo-
ries she has regarding the media. 
“My mother always encouraged 
me to keep a journal,” she said, 
which undoubtedly fueled her 
self-admitted love for reading and 
writing from a young age. 

Delivering News Review Helps 
Local Student Determine Major 

by Melissa Signorini

Aside from having grown up 
in Greenbelt, Brown also has 
ties to the News Review. The 
college freshman has been de-
livering her hometown paper for 
nearly five years, since she was 
in middle school. “The News Re-
view has helped me to appreciate 
the news even more,” she said of 
the paper’s role in her decision 
to study journalism in college. 
“I’ve realized the importance of 
the news by talking to neighbors 
and people in the community 
who receive the paper.” During 
high school, she enrolled in a 
journalism class having never 

http://greenbeltmd.gov
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://opendata.maryland.gov
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Drop Us a Line! 
Electronically, that is.  

editor@greenbelt 
newsreview.com

Se Habla Español
Vaya a nuestra página web 
greenbeltnewsreview.com  

para ver artículos en español.

See our website,  
greenbeltnewsreview.com,  
for articles in Spanish.

  

15 Crescent Road, Suite 100, Greenbelt, Maryland 20770-1887
Phone: 301-474-4131; Fax: 301-965-8247

editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com (stories, letters, photos)
ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com (ads)

business@greenbeltnewsreview.com (billing)
website:  www.greenbeltnewsreview.com

CIRCULATION   Circulation Coordinator:  circ@greenbeltnewsreview.com
 HOA information at: www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/contact-us/distribution:

Published weekly since 1937 by the Greenbelt Cooperative Publishing Association, Inc.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Cathie Meetre, president; Diane Oberg, vice president; Deanna Dawson, secretary; Tom 
Jones, treasurer; Pat Scully and Carol Griffith

PUBLICATION DEADLINES:
-  Monday 2 p.m. Articles/photos over 700 words, Display Ads (not camera ready).
-  Monday 6 p.m. All Letters to the Editor (300 word limit).
-  Tuesday 2 p.m. Articles/photos under 700 words, photographs not associated with a story.
- Tuesday 6 p.m. Classified Ads and camera-ready display ads.
-  Email submission is available.  Hardcopy submissions (delivered by respective deadline) 
may be mailed to the address above or left in the Co-op grocery store drop box or GNR 
external office door mail slot, as shown below.
-  Payment must accompany ads except by prior arrangement 

MAIL SUBSCRIPTION: $55/year

News Review
Greenbelt
AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

Presidents:  Alfred M. Skolnik, 1959-1977, Elaine Skolnik, 1977-1985 
Mary Lou Williamson, Editor

Amy Hansen, Managing Editor

Greenbelt Community Center at 15 Crescent Rd.
OFFICE HOURS: Monday 2 - 4 p.m., Tuesday 2 - 4, 6 -8 p.m. 
Office is currently closed to the public. Please phone or email.

GNR external office door mail slot is located up a few stairs 25 yards left of the 
Community Center’s east door near the municipal building.

STAFF
Matt Arbach, Jamal Austin, Mary Ann Baker, Ann Bauman, Kathryn Beard, Judy Bell, 
Letty Bonnell, Jerry Bonnell, Melinda Brady, Alan Burt, Rick Coleman, Jill Connor, 
Jeannette Connors, Peter Curtis, Deanna Dawson, Ana Fernandez-Napp, Kathleen 
Gallagher, Anne Gardner, Elizaberth Gardner, Jon Gardner, Melanie Gaschick, Jim 
Giese, Patrick Gleason, Jim Gray, Carol Griffith, Mary Halford, Kyla Hanington, Amy 
Hansen, Glenn Harris, Butch Hicks, Peggy Higgins, Donna Hoffmeister, Jeff Jones, 
Tom Jones, Suzette Joyner, Jennifer Jurling, Lesley Kash, Elisabeth Kevorkian, Amina 
Khalifa, Sue Krofchik, Michael Kusie, Sandra Lange, Amanda Larsen, Sylvia Lewis, 
Marcie Lissauer, Linda Lucas, Marc Manheimer, Neil McFarb, Kathleen McFarland, 
Cathie Meetre, Rahul Mehta, Mary Moien, Elaine Nakash, Carolina Napp-Avelli, Diane 
Oberg, Julie Rapp, Peter Reppert, Sandy Rodgers, Lois Rosado, JoEllen Sarff, Pat 
Scully, René Sewell-Raysor, Melissa Sites, Lola Skolnik, Helen Sydavar, Beth Terry, 
Nancy Tolzman, Jeff Travis, Jan Wolf, Stan Zirkin and Dea Zugby.

Letters Policy 
Deadline for letters is 6 p.m. Monday.  Submission does not 

guarantee publication.  Letters should be no longer than 300 
words (shorter letters are more likely to be published).

Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, civility and 
space constraints. The News Review may add a comment 
from the editor if deemed necessary.

All letters must include the letter writer's 
name, physical address, and telephone number. 
Only the name will be published; the News 
Review will consider requests for the name to 
be withheld.

UMD Reporter
Melissa Signorini, a Mary-

land journalism major soon to 
graduate, is an intern writing 
for the News Review.

Old Greenbelt Theatre
129 Centerway
301-329-2034

www.greenbelttheatre.org
Members Always $6.50!

Member kids are always FREE!
Adults $9, Kids $6,  

Senior/Student/Military $8
All shows before 5 PM: 

Adults $7, Kids $5
OC = Open Captions

CC = Closed Captions
DVS = Descriptive Video Service

Movies since 1938

SHOWTIMES
August 20th – August 23rd

THE SPARKS BROTHERS (R) 
(CC) (2021) (135 MINS)

FRI. 5:00 PM
SAT. 8:30 PM

SUN. 2:00 PM (OC)
MON. 5:30 PM

IN THE HEIGHTS (PG-13) 
(CC) (2021) (143 MINS)

FRI. 8:15 PM
SAT. 5:00 PM
SUN. 5:30 PM
MON. 2:00 PM

Strumming, running, clay pot 
throwing

Drawing, dancing, yoga posing
These are a few of the normal 

classes for the Greenbelt Recre-
ation Department as shown in the 
Fall Recreation Activity Guide 
released on August 16, available 
in the Virtual Recreation Center 
on the city website. What is new, 
different and still changing are 
the Covid-19 protocols that go 
with each class. 

Anne Oudemans, assistant di-
rector of Recreation Programs, 
said the recreation department 
tried to design classes that will 
be useful and can meet through-
out the changes to come. Right 
now, the classes fall into three 
categories: in-person, hybrid and 
virtual. The in-person classes 
are further divided into those 
that meet inside and those that 
are outside, with the inside, in-
person classes having a limited 
enrollment.

Covid-19 protocol basics are 
currently in place, Oudemans 
said. These include masks (which 
are currently required inside all 
city buildings), an increased num-
ber of air filtering machines, 
intensive cleaning protocols and 
Covid-19 waivers. The waiver, 
published at the end of the activ-
ity guide, acknowledges that the 
pandemic is a risk and the city is 
not liable. 

Oudemans said they put to-
gether the big class list and the 
three systems of teaching to be 
as prepared as possible for the 
unexpected. “We can’t predict the 
future. We don’t know if the state 
or the county will be shutting 
down again,” said Oudemans. 
“So we do our best to accommo-
date the class instructor and the 
students needs.”

For example, many of the 
yoga classes will continue online 
because the instructor and par-
ticipants are more comfortable 
that way. The ceramics classes, 
however, will meet in person be-
cause “you can’t have a pottery 
wheel class without the wheel,” 
she acknowledged. So the class 

Greenbelt Rec New Classes,
New Covid-19 Protocols 

by Amy Hansen

will be smaller and include open 
studio time, which means partici-
pants will sign up to practice in 
the studio without others around. 

Oudemans pointed out that 
the fall guide has several spe-
cial events listed as well as the 
classes, but events such as the 
Halloween parade and the Gobble 
Wobble Thanksgiving run are 
on hold. They aren’t cancelled, 
but they are also not planned 
yet. “We are just waiting to get 
closer to the events,” she said. 
On the other hand, the Festival 
of the Lights is planned as a hy-
brid event. The in-person portion, 
regulations permitting, will take 
place on the weekend of Decem-
ber 4 and 5. The festival will 
also be online from November 26 
through December 19. Vendors 
have the option of being just on-
line, just in person, or both.

One of the other differences in 
this fall’s listing of classes is an 
increase in family projects. “Fam-
ilies say they feel comfortable 
coming together,” she said, which 
also makes sense as a Covid-19 
pod group moving together to 
learn a new art skill.

Or, she noted, the same fam-
ily may not feel comfortable 
anymore. 

“We try to be super flexible in 
terms of accommodating people 
during the pandemic,” she said, 
noting that they have extended 
periods for dropping classes and 
refunding money. “And we appre-
ciate that people’s decisions about 
what they feel comfortable doing 
may change as the pandemic 
changes.”

Registration begins on Mon-
day, August 23 for residents and 
Monday, August 30 for non-
residents.

The fall activity guide can be found at greenbeltmd.gov/recreation 
under Recreation Classes.
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Greenbelt Access Television
Aug 20, Fri – Aug 26, Thu

Verizon FIOS Channel 19 • Comcast 77
Streaming on www.greenbeltaccesstv.org

THIS WEEK on GATe  •  Your Community Access Station
Greenbelt Newsreel
Democracy Now!
GATe Classic Film
Strata
Greenbelt Newsreel
Democracy Now!
PGCPS Science Bowl
Music at the New Deal
GATe Classic Film
Strata
PGCPS Science Bowl
Greenbelt Newsreel
Democracy Now!
GATe Classic Film
Strata
Music at the New Deal
Democracy Now!
Greenbelt Newsreel

Local Community Programming
Yesterday’s Syndicated Program
Beat the Devil • Humphrey Bogart
Follows FILM on the half hour
Local Community Programming
Today’s Syndicated Program
Hyattsville v Ridgecrest
The Fuss • Ska  Rocksteady  Reggae

Beat the Devil • Humphrey Bogart
Follows FILM on the half hour
Hyattsville v Ridgecrest
Local Community Programming
Today’s Syndicated Program
Beat the Devil • Humphrey Bogart
Follows FILM on the half hour
The Fuss • Ska  Rocksteady  Reggae

Today’s Syndicated Program
Local Community Programming

Connect with GATe
www.greenbeltaccesstv.org

7am
8am
9am

11am
Noon

1pm
2pm
3pm

5pm
6pm
7pm
8pm

10pm
11pm

MN

Community Events
At the Library 

Greenbelt Library open hours 
are Mondays, Tuesdays, Thurs-
days and Fridays from 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m.; Wednesdays from noon 
to 8 p.m.; and Saturdays from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m.

Sidewalk service for held 
books is available outside the 
upper-level entrance (pickup res-
ervation required), or requested 
books can be picked up on the 
shelves inside the library, as be-
fore. Study rooms are open but 
meeting rooms remain closed. 

Appointments for one hour of 
computer use can be made up to 
seven days in advance at pgcmls.
info/reopening or 240-455-5451; 
some computers may be available 
with no appointments. Shelved 
books are open for browsing 
without restrictions, no appoint-
ments required. The library is not 
accepting book donations for the 
foreseeable future but has a third-
party book donation bin outside 
the lower-level entrance.

Mobile Printing, Hotspots
The library offers mobile 

printing to the public.  The 
first 10 black-and-white pages 
are free. More information is 
available at pgcmls.info/mobile-
printing.

Families can borrow mobile 
hotspot devices for up to nine 
weeks at a time. Adults aged 
18 and older with library cards 
in good standing may request a 
SmartSpot through the curbside 
booking form. One device per 
household may be borrowed. 

Learning Resources
Brainfuse HelpNow offers an 

array of additional learning re-
sources for Prince Georgians, 
including SkillSurfer, a library of 
lessons, videos, tests and more, 
available year-round. The library 
also helps students prepare for 
standardized tests and writing 
college admissions essays through 
the EBSCO LearningExpress 
online resource. Check pgcmls.
info/events regularly for related 
programming.

Back to School Drive
Saturday, August 21

Beltway Plaza will have a 
Community Back to School Sup-
plies Drive and Pick-up on Sat-
urday, August 21 from noon to 
2 p.m. Come and bring the kids, 
bring donations, have fun and get 
free supplies. Located in the rear 
parking lot behind Beltway Plaza.

Astronomical Society 
Meets August 26

On Thursday, August 26 at 
7:30 p.m. the Astronomical Soci-
ety of Greenbelt (ASG) will hold 
a virtual (Zoom) meeting to pres-
ent material and lead a discus-
sion on the topic of dark matter 
and related issues, including dark 
energy, cosmological structure, 
relativistic and quantum mechani-
cal considerations and the present 
state of physics. Dark matter has 
been hypothesized by astrophysi-
cists to account for galactic mo-
tions which cannot be accounted 
for with normal matter alone. A 
basic problem is that dark matter 
cannot be seen.

All are welcome to join this 
event, whether members of ASG 
or not. For those interested, the 
Zoom session will open a half-
hour early for meet-and-greet. 
A Zoom link will be posted 
before the meeting on the As-
tronomical Society’s website,  
greenbeltastro.org.

Festival of Lights
Call for Artists

Artists,  artisans, authors, 
illustrators and nonprofit groups 
are invited to apply through 
September 10 to participate 
in the Greenbelt Recreation 
Department’s annual Juried 
Art and Craft Fair. Conditions 
permitting, the show will be 
held in person at the Community 
Center on December 4 and 5, and 
also online from November 26 
through December 19. Vendors 
may participate on-site, online or 
both. The show features original 
wares created by participating 
artists. Media typically span a 
wide range from wood, glass, 
ceramic and metalwork to wall 
art, fiber arts, toys, books and 
edible goods. Kit crafts and 
imported crafts are not permitted, 
and additional restrictions apply. 
Information and applications are 
linked at greenbeltmd.gov/arts.

Café Seeks Artists 
For Group Art Show

All artists, working in any 
medium including photography, 
are invited to submit photos of 
their art work for a group show 
entitled All That Jazz. The group 
show will be at the New Deal 
Café in Roosevelt Center. The 
theme of the show is music and 
it will be held in conjunction 
with music festivals held in Sep-
tember and October.  Submit 
photographs of the work to the 
attention of Shaymar Higgs at 
ArtShows@FreeArtForAll.org as 
soon as possible for consider-
ation.

The New Deal Café Art Show 
program is sponsored by Friends 
of New Deal Café Arts with sup-
port from the City of Greenbelt.

Museum to Host Town 
Fair Judging Outdoors

On Sunday, September 5 of 
Labor Day Weekend, the Green-
belt Museum invites gardeners, 
bakers, canners and crafters to 
enter their items into the Retro 
Town Fair. Inspired by Green-
belt’s earliest town fairs, this 
event is a small version of a 
county fair where ribbons are 
awarded to the best entries in 
each category: flowers and veg-
etables, baked goods, canned 
goods, needlework and crafts.  
Download, print and fill out an 
entry form at greenbeltmuseum.
org/exhibitsevents (only one entry 
per person per category).  Then 
drop off the item and form on the 
grounds of 10-A and 10-B Cres-
cent between 10 and 11:30 a.m. 
on September 5. Judging will 
begin at 11:30. All entries will 
be displayed for public viewing 
from 1 to 4 p.m. All entries must 
be picked up no later than 5 p.m. 

After careful consideration, the 
Museum has decided to do this 
event in person this year – all 
activities related to it will take 
place outside. They have tem-
porarily suspended the Legacy 
Exhibition of hand-crafted family 
heirlooms for this reason. Masks 
are strongly encouraged on the 
Museum grounds and when inter-
acting with staff and volunteers. 
They are closely tracking any 
changes in recommended Co-
vid-19 precautions and will make 
updates accordingly.

Don’t have a green thumb 
or skills in cooking or crafts 
but still want to be involved? 
The Fair team is always seeking 
volunteers to help with set-up, 
receiving entries, recording win-
ners and take-down.  To vol-
unteer or with any questions, 
contact Sheila Maffay-Tuthill at  
education@greenbeltmuseum.org.  
This event is free and is spon-
sored by the City of Greenbelt 
and the Friends of the Greenbelt 
Museum.

Monday Meet Ups  
With Homeschoolers

Every Monday, Greenbelt 
homeschoolers will meet up from 
11 a.m. until 1 p.m. at Schrom 
Hills Park, weather permitting, 
beginning Monday, September 13.

These meet-ups offer free play 
and social support for families. 
Bring a bag lunch if desired.

All are welcome.

GCC Paper Drive 
For School Supplies

Greenbelt Community Church 
(GCC), United Church of Christ 
begins its Annual Paper Drive 
and Collection of School Supplies 
for local schools from August 
through mid-September. While 
nothing is certain, living in Cov-
id-19 times has taught us to look 
for the needs in our local com-
munities and then begin problem 
solving. Thankfully, from past 
drives these skills are in abun-
dance with several teachers/GCC 
members and friends.

Schools will open in some 
format and teachers and adminis-
trators will need paper, often an 
expense that is paid for by school 
staff out of their own pockets. 
The church is looking for copy 
paper, lined paper, notebooks, 
composition books, index cards 
and construction paper.

In addition, many students will 
need school supplies this new 
school year. The church is asking 
for colored pencils, glue (stick 
and bottles), pencils, pens, paper 
towels, hand sanitizer, tissues, 
crayons, post-it notes, pocket 
folders, etc. Many of these items 
are on sale at local retailers in 
August and September and it is 
easy to add a few more items to 
a shopping cart or online orders.

Donations can be dropped off 
at the church, 1 Hillside Road, on 
Mondays and Thursdays from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. (look for the office 
sign), or during Sunday services 
from 10:15 to 11:30 a.m. To do-
nate by check, make a check out 
to GCC and note “paper drive” 
on the envelope or check. Gift 
cards are also accepted.

GCC is grateful to the many 
people who have supported this 
drive in the past and will con-
tinue to give generously in the 
future.

HUG WALK Returns  
RUAK (Random Unsel f -

ish Acts of Kindness) is again  
organizing the annual HUG 
WALK (Help Unite Greenbelt 
With A Little Kindness) to be 
held on Sunday, October 10, rain 
or shine.

All Greenbelters are invited to 
participate in this event, joining 
the walk in any of the Greenbelt 
neighborhoods noted below and 
continuing through the city. 

Walk Schedule
1 p.m., gather at the Indian 

Creek Trail bridge at Green-
belt Station; 1:30 p.m., walk 
step off; 2 p.m., walk continues 
from Springhill Lake Recreation 
Center; 2:30 p.m., join the walk 
at Buddy Attick Park; 3 p.m., 
join the walk at Roosevelt Cen-
ter; 3:30 p.m., join the walk at 
Greenbriar Community Center; 
4 p.m., join the walk at Windsor 
Green Community Center; 4:30 
p.m., walk concludes at Schrom 
Hills Park.

Any group that wishes to join 
more than 40 civic, social and 
religious groups that are already 
co-sponsoring the event should 
contact RUAK at spreadruak@
gmail.com or Robert Goldberg-
Strassler at 301-345-8755 by 
September 26.

County Has Rent Help  
Prince George’s County is 

offering rent relief because of 
Covid-19. The county’s 2021 
Emergency Rental Assistance Pro-
gram will help eligible applicants 
with payment assistance for rent 
and utilities. Landlords may also 
apply on behalf of their tenants. 
Applications will be accepted 
until funds are out. To apply and 
for more information visit hcd.
mypgc.us and click “Emergency 
Rental Assistance Program.”

Vax Scholarships
In an effort to encourage 

Marylanders to protect themselves 
from Covid-19, the Maryland 
Higher Education Commission 
and the Maryland Department of 
Health (MDH) have set up a $1 
million VaxU Scholarship Promo-
tion fund for vaccinated residents 
ages 12 to 17. The state is offer-
ing up to 20 scholarships during 
nine statewide drawings. Those 
who win will receive a $50,000 
scholarship through a Prepaid 
College Trust or a College In-
vestment Plan from the Maryland 
529 plans. The funds will go to-
ward covering the cost of tuition 
and fees for a four-year college 
or university. Students who have 
a registered Maryland address at 
the time of their vaccination and 
who get vaccinated in Maryland 
(not at federal locations) will be 
automatically entered in the pro-
motion for a chance to win.

Two winners will be selected 
each week on Mondays until 
September 6. On this, the last 
draw date, four winners will 
be selected. MDH will run the 
drawings, and every week a ran-
dom generator will decide prize 
winners. Alternate winners will 
be selected in case original win-
ners do not accept the prizes, are 
deemed ineligible or do not pro-
duce all necessary documentation 
and information to be validated 
as eligible.

For more information on 
eligibility and the promotion, 
v i s i t  the  Maryland  Higher 
VaxU Scholarship Promotion 
website. For all questions, email  
Va x U S c h o l a r s h i p . m h e c @
maryland.gov.

Donate Sneakers
For People in Need

The Board of Congregational 
Life at Greenbelt Community 
Church, United Church of Christ 
(GCC) is collecting athletic shoes 
by partnering with GotSneakers. 
This sneaker recycling program 
helps to keep sneakers out of 
landfills, where they have harm-
ful effects on the environment, 
and will send the sneakers to 
countries where the poor of-
ten go barefoot out of neces-
sity. For more information about 
GotSneakers, go to their website 
at GotSneakers.com.

A donation box for sneakers 
is located outside the Fellow-
ship Center (the small building 
behind the church) for people to 
drop off sneakers at any time. 
GotSneakers will pay GCC a 
varying amount for name-brand 
and off-brand laced-up sneak-
ers with no tears inside or out-
side. The company even pays for 
cleaning and shipping – all GCC 
does is collect sneakers. 

http://greenbeltastro.org
http://greenbeltmd.gov/arts
mailto:ArtShows@FreeArtForAll.org
http://greenbeltmuseum.org/exhibitsevents
http://greenbeltmuseum.org/exhibitsevents
mailto:education@greenbeltmuseum.org
mailto:spreadruak@gmail.com
mailto:spreadruak@gmail.com
http://hcd.mypgc.us
http://hcd.mypgc.us
mailto:VaxUScholarship.mhec@maryland.gov
mailto:VaxUScholarship.mhec@maryland.gov
http://GotSneakers.com
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Obituaries

August 22    10 a.m.
The Holy Appears

Rev. Ann Kadlecek

Zoom video at https://zoom.us/j/93495780708

with Worship Associate Clark Ritz

What, in this life, do you consider holy? In what ways does it appear? In this 
service, a Buddhist koan inspires a reflection on some of the ways the holy 

might appear to us, in these times.

Paint Branch Unitarian Universalist Church
3215 Powder Mill Road, Adelphi

Phone: 301-937-3666           www.pbuuc.org

Welcomes you to our open, nurturing community

Whoever you are  
and wherever you are 

 on your  
Spiritual journey,  

you are welcome HERE.

This Sunday’s Sermon   
on Facebook Live  
Sunday at 10:15 

At the Crossroads
www.facebook.com/GCCUCCMD

www.greenbeltcommunitychurch.org

Greenbelt 
Community 
Church

Condolences to the family and 
friends of Linda Long Wampler 
whose celebration of life will be 
held on Sunday, August 29. Linda 
grew up in Greenbelt, where the 
Long family lived for many years. 

We extend our sympathy to 
the family and friends of Cecilia 
Barton, formerly of Greenbelt, 
who died on August 13. 

Welcome to Marcellus Clem-
ent who is the new principal at 
Greenbelt Middle School.

Share your accomplishments, 
milestones and news in the Our 
Neighbors column. Send details 
of your news items to editor@
greenbeltnewsreview.com.

Whatever you do, do your work heartily, 
as for the Lord rather than for men

Colossians 3:23

The Bible Says…   

IN PERSON Sunday Worship Services
10a-11:15a @ Greenbelt Elementary School

MCFcc.org
Mishkan Torah Congregation

10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770
Rabbi Saul Oresky, Cantor Phil Greenfield

An unpretentious, historic, welcoming, liberal, egalitarian synagogue 
that respects tradition and becomes your extended family 

in the 21st century.
Friday evening services at 8:00pm
Saturday morning services at 10:00am
All services and activities are currently virtual
For further information, call (301) 474-4223  www.mishkantorah.org
Affiliated with these movements: Conservative and Reconstructing Judaism

Mowatt Memorial United Methodist Church
40 Ridge Road, Greenbelt

Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors

 facebook.com/mowattumc
301-474-9410

Reverend Rivera, Pastor

In-Person Worship Service 9:30 a.m. 
Come meet our new pastor.

 

CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 
of GREENBELT 

During the pandemic, we   
gather VIRTUALLY for 

Liturgy of the Word 
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
 

For ZOOM link: 
 

FDeBernardo@aol.com 

To be Published in Greenbelt News Review August 19, 2021

“Regard man as a mine rich in gems of inestimable 
value. Education can, alone, cause it to reveal its 
treasures, and enable mankind to benefit therefrom.”

– Bahá’u’lláh

www.greenbeltbahais.org
Greenbelt Bahá’í Community

Greenbelt Community Church
1 Hillside

Invites you to 
The Labor Day

Luncheon on the Lawn 
(all outdoor event)

Monday September 6 
After the parade (11-ish)

Menu: 
Barbecue Sandwiches, Hot Dogs

Coleslaw or a bag of  Chips
Baked Beans, Desserts

Lemonade, Ice Tea, Soft Drinks

Cost: $10.00 for Adults
$7 for children under 12

10% of  the proceeds go to The Labor 
Day Festival Committee and the rest of  
the 90% will be donated to Greenbelt's 

Emergency Relief  Fund.

C
A

N
C

ELLED

Linda Long Wampler
Linda Frances (Long/Palmer-

ton) Wampler, 71, formerly of 
Greenbelt, died on October 4, 
2020, at her home in Laurel, Md. 

Linda devoted her life to her 
large, extended family.  Although 
she had no children herself, she 
was a dedicated Aunt Linda to 
all her nieces and nephews.  She 
was also stepmother to husband 
Jim’s son, Todd Wampler, and 
grandmother to Todd’s four chil-
dren and two stepchildren.

Linda was a most loving, car-
ing and generous friend and sis-
ter.  She gave her all not only in 
her business ventures but, to her 
family, she has earned her wings.  

Linda was preceded in death 
by husband James Wampler, fa-
ther Veola Long, mother Tula 
Long and niece Kelly Nickol-
son.  She is survived by sister 
Gwendolyn Nickolson, brothers 
Charles Long, Sr., William Long 
and Larry Long.

She  i s  a lso  survived by  
nephews Kenneth Nickolson and 
Charles Long, Jr. along with  
nieces Amanda Lowery and Bran-
di Johnson and six great-nieces 
and -nephews.

A celebration of life is to be 
held on Sunday August 29 at 
2 p.m. at Donaldson’s Funeral 
Home, 313 Talbott Avenue, Laurel. 

Cecilia Barton 
Cecilia M. Barton, 93, of 

Brooklyn Park, Md., formerly 
of Greenbelt, died peacefully 
at home on Friday, August 13, 
2021.  Born November 14, 1927, 
in the Curtis Bay neighborhood 
of Baltimore, Mrs. Barton was 
a longtime resident of 44 Court 
Ridge Road after moving to 
Greenbelt with her husband, Joel 
C. Barton who died in 1982.  

Mrs. Barton was the devoted 
mother of Robert “Bob” Bar-
ton (Margaret), Marie Lambert 
and Patrick Barton; and was 

Greenbelt Community Church 
(GCC), United Church of Christ 
has suspended in-person worship 
due to the increase of Covid-19 
cases in Prince George’s County. 
“While this was not a decision 
that we wanted to make, we 
believe that i t  is  necessary 
to  keep everyone safe  and 
healthy,” wrote Stephen Isler, 
GCC moderator in a churchwide 
email. In the meantime, GCC will 
be streaming Sunday Worship 
a t  10:15 a .m.  on  Zoom at 

Memorial Service 
For Bill Duncan

A celebration of the life 
of Bill Duncan will be held 
on Saturday, August 28 at 2 
p.m. at Cedar Ridge Commu-
nity Church, 2410 Spencerville 
Road, Spencerville, Md.

The service will begin at 2 
p.m. and will be live-streamed 
via Zoom for those who are 
unable to attend. There will 
also be a time of visitation 
from noon until the service be-
gins at 2 p.m. All are welcome 
to attend the visitation, memo-
rial service or both. 

Sign up to attend in person 
or to receive the Zoom link 
at m.signupgenius.com/#!/
howSignUp/10c0c4ba9a82da02-
celebrate.
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Cecilia Barton

Greenbelt Community Church
Suspends In-person Worship

by Jo-Anne Fournier

greenbeltcommunitychurch.org 
and on its Facebook page. Videos 
are also available on GCC’s 
YouTube channel.

It is important to remember 
that, while the church building 
is closed, GCC has much work 
to do as Covid-19 continues to 
cause disruption for many people 
in Greenbelt. The August Special 
Mission’s Fund focuses on the 
Paper Drive. Copy paper, note-
books, composition books, in-
dex cards and other basic school 
supplies are needed and can be 
dropped at the church (1 Hillside 
Road) in collection boxes in the 
parking lot just behind the church 
or by the church office (Mondays 
and Thursdays 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.). 
Monetary donations are being 
accepted: use the “Give” button 
on the church website or write 
“Paper Drive” in the check’s 
comment section.

GCC continues the GotSneak-
ers collection fundraiser that helps 
in three ways: keeps sneakers 
out of the landfill, gives steril-
ized sneakers to people who need 
them in countries where people 
often go barefoot and brings 
a little money into the church. 

See CHURCH, page  6

Linda Long Wampler
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also blessed with grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, and great-
great-grandchildren.  Mrs. Barton 
loved animals, crafting, ceramics, 
sewing, puzzles, and the beach, 
especially Chincoteague, Va., 
where she spent summers with 
many friends and family. Mrs. 
Barton was also an enthusiastic 
bingo player at the Greenbelt 
Volunteer Fire Department Bingo 
Nights.

Mrs. Barton will be laid to 
rest with her husband in the 
Maryland Veterans Cemetery, 
Cheltenham. Services will be 
private.  In l ieu of flowers, 
memorial contributions may be 
made to the Chincoteague Island 
Community Cats organization: 
cicommunitycats.org/donate or 
C I  C o m m u n i t y  C a t s ,  c / o 
Monique Roske, 4409 Eastwinds, 
Chincoteague, VA 23336.

Marcellus Clement, new prin-
cipal at Greenbelt Middle 
School
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https://zoom.us/j/93495780708
http://www.pbuuc.org
mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltbahais.org
http://m.signupgenius.com/#!/howSignUp/10c0c4ba9a82da02-celebrate
http://m.signupgenius.com/#!/howSignUp/10c0c4ba9a82da02-celebrate
http://m.signupgenius.com/#!/howSignUp/10c0c4ba9a82da02-celebrate
http://greenbeltcommunitychurch.org
http://cicommunitycats.org/donate
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VACANCIES ON 
BOARDS &  

COMMITTEES
Volunteer to serve on City 
Council Advisory Groups.    

There are currently 
vacancies on: 

• Advisory Committee
on Education

• Arts Advisory Board
• Board of Elections
• Forest Preserve

Advisory Board
• Park & Recreation

Advisory Board
• Senior Citizens

Advisory Committee
• Youth Advisory

Committee
For more information call 

301- 474-8000

VIRTUAL MEETINGS FOR AUGUST 23-27
Monday, August 23 at 8:00 p.m., COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
re: Forest Preserve Advisory Board Report (Interim Pilot 
of Trail Management Activities in the Greenbelt City Forest 
Preserve),Virtual meeting will be shown on Verizon 21, Comcast 71 
and 996, and Streaming at www.greenbeltmd.gov/municipaltv 

Tuesday, August 24 at 7:00 p.m., ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
ON EDUCATION. On the Agenda: Review School Liaison Assign-
ments/Committee Assignments, Grants Program Update, Labor Day 
Parade, Discussion of Survey for Administrators 

Tuesday, August 24 at 7:00 p.m., ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
ON TREES at Public Works Building, 555 Crescent Road. On 
the Agenda: Review Past Minutes, New and Old Business.

Tuesday, August 24 at 7:00 p.m., GREEN ACES/GREEN 
TEAM. On the Agenda: Solar Circle, Sustainable Land Care Circle, 
Zero Waste Circle, Time Bank Circle.

Tuesday, August 24 at 8:00 p.m. Special Meeting Closed Ses-
sion - City Manager Evaluation, see Official Notice below. 
Wednesday, August 25 at 7:00 p.m., MAGLEV TASK FORCE,  
On the Agenda: Open Discussion, Updates, Brainstorming Ways to 
Build Support for the “No Build” Option

Wednesday, August 25 at 8:00 p.m., COUNCIL WORK SES-
SION re: Greenbelt Station HOA (Stakeholder),Virtual meeting 
will be shown on Verizon 21, Comcast 71 and 996, and Streaming at 
www.greenbeltmd.gov/municipaltv

Thursday, August 26 at 6:00 p.m., BOARD OF ELECTIONS,  
On the Agenda: Approval of Agenda/Minutes, Voting Machine Training.

Thursday, August 26 at 7:00 p.m., FOREST PRESERVE AD-
VISORY BOARD,  On the Agenda: Pumpkin Walk, Publicity for the 
Science Fund, Letter to Council, Trail Management Overview.

In advance, the hearing impaired are advised to use Video 
Relay Services (VRS) at 711 to submit your questions/com-
ments or contact the City Clerk at (301) 474-8000 or 
email  banderson@greenbeltmd.gov.

For city information, meetings, events, services  
and more visit www.greenbeltmd.gov

Follow @cityofgreenbelt on Facebook and Twitter

OFFICIAL NOTICE 
In accordance with Section 3-305(b)(1) of the General Provisions 
Article of the Annotated Code of the Public General Laws of Mary-
land, a closed session of the Greenbelt City Council will be held on 
Tuesday, August 24, 2021, at 8:00 p.m. virtually by Zoom, to discuss 
the appointment, employment, assignment, promotion, discipline, de-
motion, compensation, removal, resignation, or performance evalua-
tion of appointees, employees, or officials over whom this public body 
has jurisdiction; any other personnel matter that affects one or more 
specific individuals.
The purpose of this meeting will be the performance evaluation of the 
City Manager. 
*The public may attend the Work Session of the City Council immediately prior to
the closed session and observe the vote of Council to move into closed session on
Tuesday, August 24th, 2021

Bonita Anderson, City Clerk

Free Resources for 
City Residents

• Rental Assistance
• Mental Health Resources
• Anger Management

Classes
• Parenting Classes
• Virtual GED Classes
• Tutoring Services
• Free Diapers
• Free Produce

Call 301-345-6660 or Email  
cares@greenbeltmd.gov

Visit greenbeltmd.gov/cares

SMALL FUNDS AVAILABLE
for studying the ecology, history, and 
use of the Greenbelt Forest Preserve 

 
The Greenbelt Forest Preserve is a 255-acre pre-

serve owned by the City of Greenbelt, 
Maryland. As established by City Code in 2003, 

the land is “preserved in a natural state for the use 
and enjoyment of present and future generations.” The City Coun-
cil has established a fund to encourage research about the eco-
system and history of the Preserve, and improve stewardship of 
the Preserve. The fund will be dispersed as reimbursable grants 
to researchers for certain types of expenses. Anyone can apply. 

Preference will be given to projects with outputs that enhance the 
ability of the city to manage the Preserve.
Up to $2,000 is available in 2021. 

Request an application from forestpreserve@greenbeltmd.gov. 
Visit https://bit.ly/3xwhbgp for more information.

Fall Activity Guide Now 
Available Online!

Registration begins on Monday, 
August 23 for Greenbelt Residents

Classes begin the week of  
September 6, 2021 

Explore our Activity Guide for lots 
of options for all ages and inter-
ests. We offer seasonal special 
events and varied recreation fa-

cilities and classes to provide op-
portunities for community celebra-
tions, a chance to learn something 

new or improve your skills in an 
activity you enjoy, all while  

socializing and staying active! 

For more information, please visit our Virtual Recreation Center online 
at greenbeltmd.gov/recreation or give us a call at 301-397-2200.

COMMUNITY NURSING PROGRAM 
 The City of Greenbelt’s Assistance in Living Program (GAIL) in 
partnership with Bowie State & Washington Adventist University 
Schools of Nursing are proud to resume offering this program to 

families in our incorporated Greenbelt community. 
This FREE program is open to Greenbelt seniors age 60+ or 
disabled adults 50+ residing within incorporated City limits.

Home visits begin Tuesday, September 14th 
• Participants will receive up to 10 home visits
• Visits take place weekly or biweekly, on Tuesdays, between
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

• All visiting student nurses are fully vaccinated and will wear
   personal protective equipment (PPE) while in the home 

Available services include: 
• Bathing Assistance
• Medical Resource Info & Advocacy
• Medication Management
• Nursing Assessment
• Vital Signs Monitoring
• Health Education
• Blood sugar monitoring
• Assist with finger prick
• Mental Health & Cognitive Screening

Register: Call Sharon Johnson, GAIL Community 
Case Manager at 240-542-2029 or email at 

sjohnson@greenbeltmd.gov

GREENBELT NURSERY PROJECT
This free program is available to families living in the city  

limits of Greenbelt with children ages newborn to 3 years old.
• R eceive up to 10 home visits (one visit every other week
from nursing students
• Home visits start on September 15th and are scheduled
between 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. (Wednesdays)
• Home visits end on December 7th
• Student nurses are fully vaccinated and will wear
personal protective equipment (PPE) while in the home

Free Services Offered:
• Diapers, Formula, Baby Accessories

monthly
• Baby Wellness Nursing Assessment
• Baby Milestone Progress Review
• Information/Resource Linkage
• Healthy Eating Education

Need more information? Want to register? Please call Katherine 
Farzin (240) 542-2019 or email kfarzin@greenbeltmd.gov

Calls for Artists
Apply through September 10 for 
Greenbelt Recreation’s annual  

Juried Art and Craft Fair on  
December 4th - 5th.  

Apply through September 17 
for the fall Open Studio Tour on 

Sunday, October 3rd.  

Both events: hybrid format! Par-
ticipate in person, online or both. 

Information and links at  
www.greenbeltmd.gov/arts. 

CITY ELECTION INFORMATION DATES & DEADLINES
VOTER REGISTRATION DEADLINE FOR CITY ELECTION

OCTOBER 4, 2021 
Greenbelt residents are reminded that to participate in the 2021 City 
Council election—whether as a voter, a candidate for City Council, or 
a signer of a petition for a candidate—you must be qualified to vote in 
Prince George’s County.

To register, you must:
• Be a citizen of the United States of America
• Be at least 16 years of age
• Be domiciled within the corporate limits of the City of Greenbelt as
of the date of registration

• Not have been convicted of a felony, or if you have, you have
completed serving a court-ordered sentence of imprisonment,
including any term of parole or probation for the conviction

• Not be under guardianship for mental disability

VOTER REGISTRATION
For information about registering to vote in Prince George’s County, 
contact the County Board of Elections at 301-430-8020 or visit www.
elections.state.md.us. Forms for voter registration and address and 
name change are available on the city website, www.greenbeltmd.
gov.

All forms must be received by the County Board of Elections in Upper 
Marlboro no later than 4:30 p.m., Monday, October 4.

For additional information, contact Bonita Anderson, City Clerk at 
301-474-8000 or banderson@greenbeltmd.gov.

If you are already registered to vote in Prince George’s County but 
have moved or changed your name since the last election, you must 
complete an application to have this information changed. **This can 
also be done online at www.elections.state.md.us.

For additional information, contact Bonita Anderson, City Clerk, at 
301-474-8000 or e-mail banderson@greenbeltmd.gov.

SEEKING LIFEGUARDS  
AND POOL MANAGERS!

The Greenbelt Aquatic & Fitness Center is now hiring 
lifeguards! Apply now at www.greenbeltmd.gov/jobs  

City Information & Events
The strength of Greenbelt is diverse people living together in a spirit of cooperation.  We celebrate all people. By sharing 

together all are enriched.  We strive to be a respectful, welcoming community that is open, accessible, safe and fair.

RUN FOR CITY COUNCIL 
City Election is Tuesday, 

November 2, 2021

NOMINATIONS 
WILL BE 

ACCEPTED 
FROM

MONDAY, 
AUGUST 16 
THROUGH

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 27

Any qualified voter of the City 
may be nominated for the of-
fice of Member of Council 
upon filing a nomination peti-
tion with the City Clerk (signed 
by not fewer than 50 Green-
belt resident voters), a written 
acceptance of the nomination, 
and other statements that are 
required by the City Charter 
or by law. Required forms and 
information are available at 25 

Crescent Road, beginning 
Monday, August 16, from 8:30 
a.m until 4:30 p.m. PLEASE
RING THE DOORBELL AT

THE CRESCENT ROAD
ENTRANCE.

For additional information, 
contact Bonita Anderson, 

City Clerk, at 301-474-8000 or 
e-mail banderson@
greenbeltmd.gov.
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HOUSE MANAGER/PERSONAL  
ASSISTANT WANTED

A private individual seeks an experienced, detail-
oriented House Manager/Personal Assistant to 
assist a very busy family. The right candidate will 
be outgoing, energetic, flexible and adaptable 
while managing multiple tasks and projects. Work 
Schedule is 6 days a week and 5 hours per day. 
Salary is $20/hr. Send email to qiwgdu1@gmail.com 
for more details.

COVID continued from page 1

     Add an 
ad  

to your 
bottom line 
$20 and up.
www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com

School 
Supply Drive
The credit union is collecting supplies 
and monetary donations at the branch 
for Kids in Need at Springhill Lake ES. 
Supplies may also be dropped o� at 
the CO-OP Supermarket.

Find the supply list on the 
school’s webpage.

Montgomery County residents.   
Of the more populous Mary-

land counties, Montgomery Coun-
ty has over 65 percent of its 
total population fully vaccinated 
whereas Prince George’s trails at 
only 49 percent. Because it was 
almost a year before vaccines 
were available, the infection and 
death data still include a longer 
period during which there was 
no vaccine. As the time during 
which vaccines have been avail-
able lengthens, the protective 
effect of higher vaccination rates 
will only emphasize the differ-
ence among counties, with lower-
vaccination-rate counties having 

increased infections and deaths 
compared to counties with higher 
rates of vaccinations.

CDC Recommendations
Advice from the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention 
is to get vaccinated, wear a mask 
in public, wash hands after being 
in public and avoid large gather-
ings even if vaccinated to lower 
the risk of catching, transmitting, 
being hospitalized or dying from 
the far more virulent Delta vari-
ant.  Those at special risk should 
be alert for announcements of a 
booster shot for which they may 
be eligible.

Ultimately, this story will reas-
sure the News Review’s gentle 
readers that they are perfectly 
safe in getting their hair cut – 
even though many thousands 
of people have unquestionably 
died within two weeks of a trim.  
But in the interim, here is some 
up-to-date information on vac-
cinations.

Breakthrough Infections
Are vaccinated people getting 

sick with Covid-19? The answer 
is yes, a small percentage and 
there have been some deaths 
and the Delta variant seems to 
be worse.  By far the greatest 
percentage of infections, hospi-
talizations and deaths (including 
for Delta), however, are among 
those who are not vaccinated 
(96 percent of hospitalizations 
and deaths are those who are 
unvaccinated).  This corresponds 
closely to the original claim that 
vaccination would be around 95 
percent effective at preventing 
serious disease or death.

Detailed data are not yet avail-
able on the age, gender and race 
of those with breakthrough infec-
tions, which vaccines they re-
ceived and how the Delta variant 
differs, but the latest overview 
information from the Maryland 
Department of Health is that, 
“about 3,297,262 Maryland resi-
dents have been fully vaccinat-
ed as of July 25, 2021. There 
have been 5,139 Covid-19 cases 
among fully vaccinated Maryland 
residents (Author’s Note: 0.156 
percent or about 15 cases per 
10,000 people vaccinated).  Of 
those cases (5,139), there were: 
519 cases hospitalized, represent-
ing 4.3 percent of all Covid-19 
cases hospitalized and 61 deaths, 
representing 4.0 percent of lab-
confirmed Covid-19 deaths in 
Maryland.”  

It is reasonable to conclude that 
a vaccinated individual has a very 
small chance of perishing from 
Covid-19 – especially as compared 
to an unvaccinated person.  

Playing spirited offense and 
defense doesn’t, alas, prevent the 
opposition from scoring the oc-
casional goal – especially among 
those already fragile from age, 
cancer or other conditions. 

Spreading the Virus
The Centers for Disease Con-

trol and Prevention (CDC) con-
cludes that vaccinated people 
can spread the virus – although 
they are much less likely to do 
so.  They say, “A growing body 
of evidence indicates that people 
fully vaccinated with an mRNA 
vaccine (Pfizer-BioNTech or 
Moderna) are less likely than 
unvaccinated persons to acquire 
SARS-CoV-2 or to transmit it to 
others.” 

Though it rarely makes the 
vaccinated person ill, the virus 
can be inhaled by them and flour-
ish in their nasal passages and 
throat for a while, to be projected 
later in a cough or sneeze.  So 
vaccinated people, in a time of 
high transmission like now, can 
reduce the risk of infecting others 
by playing defense with a mask 
– to avoid acquiring juicy little 
viral packages for later delivery 
to the unvaccinated.  

Vaccine Side Effects  
The CDC website Vaccine 

Adverse Effects Reporting System 
(VAERS) summarizes reports of 
side effects from vaccinations – 

The Best Strategy for Covid 
Blends Offense and Defense

by Cathie Meetre

not just from Covid-19 shots but 
all vaccines used in the U.S.  The 
data go back to 1990 and it is 
instructive to see that no vaccine 
– no matter what the immense 
benefit has been – is without its 
reports of death or side effects.  
VAERS now accepts reports from 
individuals as well as health care 
sources.

Take a Peek
The CDC provides tools to the 

public for searching the data at 
wonder.cdc.gov/vaers. It takes a 
little practice and it is important 
to understand the limitations of 
the data – these are reports and 
raw numbers and not definitive 
answers and they most definitely 
do not establish cause and effect.  
They are the ingredients – but 
not a cake.  

Symptoms reported include 
everything from lethargy, to a 
doctor visit, to hospitalization 
and to death. Users can select 
a wide variety of characteristics 
and display the data by age, state, 
gender and other attributes.

How CDC Uses VAERS
These data are used by the 

CDC to identify possible patterns 
so, for example, when a rare 
type of blood clot showed up in 
the VAERS data more times than 
was likely by chance, it was then 
investigated.  VAERS was thus a 
first step in identifying the risk 
of a rare type of thrombosis to 
certain population types from 
the J&J vaccine.  It was not the 
clincher – more like a clue that 
then had to be followed up. 

Known Vaccine Problems
To date, that particular throm-

bosis (TTS) is the only docu-
mented cause-and-effect relation-
ship for any vaccine, and some 
possibilities, like myocarditis and 
pericarditis in young men, remain 
unsubstantiated, i.e., they don’t 
occur often enough to be outside 
the number expected by chance 
and clinical investigation has not 
revealed a connection.  

There are also instances of an 
immediate and serious allergic 
reaction to the shot, anaphylaxis, 
in which severe swelling in the 
throat affects breathing.  The 
15-minute waiting period after 
vaccination effectively eliminates 
this as a fatal factor, because all 
sites are equipped with EpiPens 
and staff are trained in their use.  
This is the same treatment used 
with those who have bee or nut 
allergies and is not specific to 
Covid-19 vaccines.

Limitations of Data 
It is important to understand 

that a report of, for example, a 
death that followed a vaccination, 
does not mean that the vaccina-
tion caused the death – merely 
that they happened within two 
weeks of one another.  

Cause and effect are not es-
tablished by two things happen-
ing around the same time – for 

example, a person might get a 
haircut and drop dead two days 
later (ahh... as promised, here’s 
the crucial bit) but probably not 
because their hair is shorter.  

A person with undiagnosed 
coronary heart disease might get 
a vaccination and die 10 days 
later of a heart attack – not be-
cause they got vaccinated but 
because an artery was already 
critically blocked. But VAERS 
will still get a report because of 
the short period between the two 
occurrences – even though the 
heart attack was unrelated (but 
there are no reports for haircuts – 
so we don’t really know one way 
or the other).  

According to VAERS, since 
vaccination started, around 5,800 
people in the U.S. have died 
within two weeks of receiving the 
vaccine – but, as just discussed, 
not automatically because of the 
vaccine.  (To give a sense of 
scale of deaths in the U.S., in 
2019, pre-Covid, an average of 
~7800 people died per day in the 
U.S. of all causes – that’s 2.85 
million per year out of its 330 
million population).

The vaccine was initially pri-
oritized to the very elderly and at 
risk, many of whom were already 
frail.  When deaths following (but 
not necessarily caused by) vacci-
nations are analyzed by age using 
VAERS, over 75 percent of those 
who died within two weeks of 
vaccination were 65 or older and 
more than half of that group were 
over 80, indicating that age was a 
significant factor.  It is reasonable 
to assume that at least some of 
that group would have died rela-
tively quickly anyway from their 
pre-existing conditions.

Moral of the Story
Get vaccinated, for all our 

sakes. It’s way less likely to kill 
you than Covid-19.

Wear a mask, keep a safe dis-
tance, wash hands frequently.

Do this especially stringently 
if you are ancient.

And don’t worry about get-
ting a haircut – even though 
many people have died within 
two weeks of having one – co-
incidence isn’t the same as cor-
relation.  

(Lest the author of this story 
be accused of heartlessness to-
ward the elderly, note that she is 
looking 73 square in the eye.) 

CHURCH continued from page 4

Sneakers can be left in the drop-
off box by the smaller building 
in the back of the church. All 
are encouraged to participate 
with GCC on this winner for the 
planet.

Since January, GCC has par-
ticipated in Crop Walk and the 
Souper Bowl under the leadership 
of Marty Folk. GCC’s 33 walkers 
and many others donated gener-
ously to raise $7,680 for world 
and local hunger projects. Many 
organizations got creative dur-
ing Covid-19 and walkers were 
asked to walk virtually this year, 

proving that when one or more 
is gathered, every small and not-
so-small action can help make a 
dent in seemingly large problems.

One need not work alone dur-
ing Covid-19; GCC and many 
other faith communities are pro-
viding opportunities for shar-
ing, prayer, meditation and Bible 
study. GCC has Sharing and 
Bible studies events available 
on Zoom. For more information 
check the Church Calendar and 
Events at the bottom of each 
page.

Lilies bloom on Plateau Place.
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Greenbelt 301.474.4144 | Shipley’s Choice Medical Park 410.987.8800

MCCARL
 DENTAL GROUP

www.McCarlDental.com

Dr. Jay McCarl, Dr. Dianna Lee, Dr. Clayton McCarl, Dr. Richard Duarte, and Dr. David McCarl 
are licensed general dentists.

Over 500 5-star reviews!
COVID Infection Control Certified

featuring high-tech digital impressions
comfortable, fast and accurate

Ask About Our Convenient
Same Day Crowns

The Greenbelt Golden Age 
Club met with Dan Gillotte, gen-
eral manager of the Greenbelt 
Co-op Supermarket, in person at 
the New Deal Café on August 
11. This was only the second 
in-person meeting in more than 
a year – the first being an ice 
cream social earlier this summer. 
All regular meetings continue to 
be virtual. Gillotte had invited 
the group to learn more about 
the Co-op food activities at the 
New Deal and to sample a few 
menu items. About 40 people 
were present including some staff 
members from the Co-op who 
received applause for their work. 

Gillotte gave us a little his-
tory of his coming to Greenbelt. 
He has worked in co-ops his 
whole adult life, first in Port-
land, Maine, and then for many 
years in Austin, Texas. Much of 
his family, though, lives on the 
East Coast. Gillotte says his first 
day of work in Greenbelt was in 
March 2020, the day masks were 
first mandated in the county. 

One of Gillotte’s first changes 
at the Co-op was to add the abil-
ity to place orders for curbside 
pickup. When he became aware 
that the board of the New Deal 
Café was searching for a new 
food provider, Gillotte felt that 
this could be a win-win situation 
for both the Co-op and the New 
Deal. He wanted the Co-op to 
provide more prepared foods (like 
many upscale grocers), but the 
Co-op has a very limited kitchen. 
The New Deal has a commercial 
kitchen. He hopes eventually to 
prepare food not only for sale at 
the New Deal, but also available 
for purchase at the Co-op. Gil-
lotte mentioned the popularity of 
the Co-op’s ready-made offerings 
in the deli section of the store for 
both hot and cold meals. 

The New Deal is now open 
under what Gillotte calls Phase 
1 – open in the morning and 
early afternoon as a coffee shop. 
The hours are 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
on Mondays through Saturdays 
and 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Sun-
days. There are various coffee 
drinks (including iced lattes and 
mochas), smoothies, bagels, 
breakfast sandwiches and pastries 
available now for purchase. He 
indicated that the ingredients for 
all smoothies are listed and there 
are no additives. The group had 
a chance to sample the smoothies 
and they were very popular. This 
reporter noticed a number of at-
tendees ordering smoothies to go 
after the meeting. We also tried 
piping hot potato wedges that 
were very tasty. 

Phase 2 will include dinner 
options and entertainment. Gil-
lotte and Ashley Mullane, the Co-
op Deli manager, are working on 
menus to be tested for the New 
Deal. However, the New Deal 
Café itself is a separate coopera-
tive and that board is in the pro-
cess of updating the liquor and 
entertainment licenses – approvals 
have been significantly slowed by 
the pandemic.  

The presentation ended with 
a lively question-and-answer ses-
sion on both Co-op and New 
Deal Café issues. Most comments 
and questions were positive ones 
about how well the grocery had 
served the city during the pan-
demic. There were questions 
about food choices at the New 

Greenbelt Seniors Meet Dan
Gillotte, Sample Smoothies

by Mary Moien

Deal and Gillotte indicated that 
menu items will be available for 
meat eaters as well as vegetar-
ians and vegans. In response to 
a question, Gillotte indicated that 
Greenbelters can still feel com-
fortable visiting the New Deal 
with or without a purchase. 

There was a question about 
patronage dividends from the 
Co-op. Gillotte indicated that he 

is not certain about dividends for 
the near future but mentioned 
that all staff had received salary 
increases since the beginning of 
the pandemic and there was a 
positive response from the audi-
ence on hearing this. The Co-op 
publishes an email newsletter 
each week. Anyone who wishes 
to receive it can email Info@
greenbelt.coop.  

From left, Randi Andersen, city Therapeutic Recreation Supervisor 
Rebekah Sutfin and Golden Age Club President Judy Parker meet 
with Dan Gillotte.

- Photos by Robin Olson

Golden Age Club members enjoy smoothies and other beverages at 
the New Deal Café.

Issues related to the corona-
virus were a major topic of dis-
cussion at the August 9 meeting 
of the Greenbelt City Council. 
Council unanimously agreed to 
require all city employees to be 
fully vaccinated by Wednesday, 
September 22, but issues remain 
regarding what to do about em-
ployees who do not comply. In 
addition, council discussed but 
did not take action on Mayor 
Colin Byrd’s proposal to spend 
some of the funds the city will 
receive under the American Res-
cue Plan.

Vaccinations
Previously, council had de-

cided not to impose a vaccine 
mandate on city employees. How-
ever, the recent surge of cases 
caused by the Delta variant led 
Councilmembers Judith Davis and 
Rodney Roberts to put forward a 
proposed policy that requires all 
city employees to be fully vacci-
nated by September 22. Employ-
ees who do not get the shot will 
be required to submit to weekly 
Covid-19 testing.

According to City Manager 
Nicole Ard, 40 of the city’s 350 
employees have not yet been vac-
cinated. After some discussion, 
council decided that there was no 
need for exceptions to this policy, 
as employees who cannot get the 
vaccine will be tested.

Councilmembers identified 
several issues that need to be 
considered in the future. Roberts 
proposed requiring all new hires 
to be vaccinated. Councilmember 
Emmett Jordan was concerned 
that employees who cannot get 
the vaccine for medical or other 
reasons could infect their cowork-
ers and suggested that they be 
placed in a setting where they 
are not physically interacting with 
other employees. Otherwise, he 
feared, whole departments might 
need to be quarantined for two 
weeks.

Councilmember Silke Pope 
was concerned about possible 
legal action against the city and 
suggested following the federal 
policy, which was the basis for 
the proposed policy. She said that 
since people have the freedom 
to decide not to get the vaccine, 
there needs to be some accom-
modation for them. City Solicitor 
Todd Pounds said that the weekly 
testing part of the policy was the 
accommodation.

The major unresolved issue is 
what to do with employees who 
refuse to be vaccinated or tested. 
Pounds said that noncompliance 
with this policy could be grounds 
for suspension or termination.

Rescue Plan
The city will receive $11.44 

million from the federal govern-
ment this year and next (total 
$22.88 million) under the Ameri-
can Rescue Plan. Byrd presented 
a proposal to spend an initial 

Council Sets Vaccine Policy,
Discusses Rescue Funding

by Diane Oberg

$440,000. This proposal includes 
$300,000 in rental and mortgage 
assistance, including homeowners 
association and cooperative fees, 
$130,000 in assistance for small 
businesses and nonprofits and up 
to $10,000 in vaccination incen-
tives for city employees. The pro-
posal included criteria on priori-
ties, length of assistance, income 
requirements and a requirement 
that the recipients must present 
proof of financial harm from the 
pandemic. Near the end of the 
discussion, Byrd said that these 
were just his ideas, and he was 
open to compromise. However, at 
that point it was past 1 a.m. and 
there appeared to be little appetite 
for getting into the weeds.

Jordan noted that city staff 
has been working on how to 
spend the funds and stated that 
he would like to see what their 
thoughts are before council and 
the public start making sugges-
tions. He also noted that strug-
gling residents owe not just their 
rent or mortgage payments but, in 
many cases, there are other fees 
that apply, such as court costs.

Although Roberts stated his 
willingness to approve Byrd’s 
proposal that night, he wanted 
to limit the assistance to those 
not eligible for other assistance. 
Davis said it was not fair to al-
low residents who have already 
received aid from the state or 
county to apply. Davis was also 
concerned that the city does not 
have the staff necessary to pro-
cess the applications.

Another issue is that the fed-
eral funds come with a number 
of requirements and restrictions 
that the city must take into con-
sideration.

Resident Carla Johns urged 
council to allow folks who have 
previously gotten aid but are still 
struggling to be eligible for fur-
ther assistance.

Bob Rudd noted that most 
homeowners in Greenbelt had 
gotten their highest property tax 
bills ever and that the city por-
tion of that tax is greater than 
the county portion. He called on 
council to give relief to long-
standing residents ahead of peo-
ple who have already gotten 
assistance.

At 1:09 a.m. Byrd noted there 
was no motion on the floor and 
moved on to the next agenda 
item. Council is scheduled to 
discuss use of the American Res-
cue Plan funds at an August 30 
worksession.

LISTEN to the 
NEWS REVIEW

Visually impaired 
may listen for free
Call Metropolitan 
Washington Ear

301-681-6636
No special equipment needed

mailto:Info@greenbelt.coop
mailto:Info@greenbelt.coop
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BROWN continued from page 1

written an article. Right after her 
first article landed on the front 
page of the school’s paper, how-
ever, it gave her “the confidence 
that I was a good writer.” As a 
writer for Eleanor Roosevelt High 
School’s newspaper, The Raider 
Review, Brown held the posi-
tion of co-editor. Her time there 
helped solidify that journalism 
was a passion that she wanted to 
continue to learn about. “I want 
to discover more about the mul-
tifaceted world of journalism,” 
she said. 

Of her decision to pursue a 
degree at Morgan State Univer-
sity, she said that the university’s 
standing as an HBCU (Histori-
cally Black Colleges and Univer-

sities) was significant. “I’m proud 
and excited to attend a school 
that recognizes, encourages and 
celebrates Black people’s excel-
lence,” Brown said. On top of 
that, the school’s journalism pro-
gram stood out to her. “It wasn’t 
easy finding a school that fits 
you during Covid, but watching 
students sharing their experiences 
on YouTube really helped.” 

Brown hopes to learn more 
about writing and storytelling in 
college. As a future journalist, 
she believes it is the responsibil-
ity of her and her peers to help 
re-build some of the public’s lack 
of trust in the media. “I choose 
not to let it scare me, but rather 
encourage me.”

TOKYO continued from page 1

Paralympic community. In 2015, 
when the announcer noted that 
the swimmer who’d just finished 
last had also set a new American 
record in his Paralympic class, it 
brought down the house with the 
fans and his teammates.  

Anderson soon added a Para-
lympic Coaching Certification to 
his résumé. In 2016, he coached 
Zach at the U.S. Paralympic 
Trials in Charlotte, N.C., before 
a large contingent of Zach’s ex-
tended family. Zach finished the 
trials as the second alternate for 
the U.S. Men’s Team competing 
in Rio de Janeiro.  

Zach finished up at Frostburg 
in 2018 and when Anderson re-
ceived an offer to coach for the 
University of Mary Washington 
in Fredericksburg, Va., he asked 
Zach to come along as assistant 
coach.  Zach was ecstatic for a 
chance to continue his training 
for Tokyo 2020.  

Since Charlotte, Zach has had 
the chance to travel to Toronto, 
Miami, Mexico City, Lima, Eng-
land and Singapore, competing 
in a wide range of international 
para-swim competitions.  At this 
year’s U.S. Men’s Paralympic 
Trials in Minneapolis, Zach broke 
three American records in his 
classification, two of which were 
his own.  

Now Zach is wrapping up 
final training at the U.S. Olympic 
and Paralympic Training Center 
in Colorado Springs in advance 
of flying to Tokyo on August 
14.  In addition to Zach, one of 
the athletes he coached at Mary 

Washington, Joey Peppersack, 
also made the U.S. men’s swim 
team.  And the coach who took 
a chance on Zach back in 2014, 
Anderson, will be in Tokyo as 
part of the U.S. coaching staff.  

Many of the athletes see the 
Olympics undoubtedly as “it all 
comes down to this.” For Zach, 
this is just another chapter in an 
amazing journey of rising above 
it all.  

So, Zach missed the family re-
union this year in West Virginia.  
But he was felt everywhere, in 
the calm and confident way the 
older cousins guided and cared 

Zachary Shattuck proudly displays his Paralympic medal.
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On Thursday, August 12, Ven-
turing Crew 746 kicked off their 
first meeting with 10 new scouts, 
establishing a new Boy Scouts of 
America program in Greenbelt. 
Venturing is an inclusive, co-ed 
program for young adults ages 14 
through 20. Their programs aim 
to enable young adults to acquire 
new outdoor skills, build posi-
tive leadership qualities through 

New Co-ed Boy Scout Program
Venturing Crew in Greenbelt

by Isabelle Murray

Members of the new co-ed boy scout program, back row from left: Lee Smith, Kellen Murray, Jona-
than Hille, Brendan Hille and Elizabeth Locke-Graham; front row from left: Mason Bourne, Alexi 
Clarke, Tyler Clarke, Sam Stewart-Ricketts and Isabelle Murray
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leadership positions and also to 
have fun. 

Crew 746 will  explore a 
variety of outdoor activities 
including, but not limited to, 
h ik ing ,  backpack ing ,  rock 
climbing, mountain biking and 
kayaking. At meetings, they plan 
to prepare for trips and build the 
necessary skills to go on them, 
as well as enjoy a variety of 

games and other activities. Their 
first hiking trip is scheduled for 
Sunday, August 29. Meetings are 
held every other Thursday from 7 
to 8:30 p.m. at Mowatt Memorial  
Methodist Church, 40 Ridge 
Road. For more information 
contact Liz Murray, crew advisor, 
a t  301-351-2182,  or  emai l 
venturecrew746@gmail.com.

for their younger cousins, on 
and off the ambling Potomac 
River. So much of what they 
know they’ve learned from Zach, 
who’s led anything but a normal, 
ordinary life.

This butterfly garden lives up to its name.

“What? Do I have something on my face?” 

A handsome duck at the Lake
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Montpelier Museum
Offers Quilt Exhibit

The latest creations of the 
Uhuru Quilters Guild are on 
display at the Montpelier House 
Museum (9650 Muirkirk Road, 
Laurel) Thursdays through Mon-
days, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. through 
August 29. The Uhuru Quilters 
Guild seeks to promote the work 
and accomplishments of African 
American quilters and to preserve 
the tradition, culture and history 
of quilting. For more information 
about the guild and exhibit, go to 
uhuruquiltersguild.org.

mailto:venturecrew746@gmail.com
http://uhuruquiltersguild.org
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Based on information released by the Greenbelt Police Department, 
www.greenbeltmd.gov/police. 

Dates and times are those when police were first contacted about 
incidents.

Police Blotter

The Department is offering a reward of up to $1,000 for information 
leading to the arrest and conviction of a suspect in any of the unsolved 

crimes reported in the blotter.   
Call 1-866-411-TIPS.

People may anonymously report suspected drug activity by calling the 
Drug Tip Line at 240-542-2145.

Shooting
August 5, 1:40 p.m., 5707 

Cherrywood Lane. Four people 
were involved in an altercation 
at the Shell Food Mart, which 
resulted in several gunshots be-
ing exchanged. The shooting was 
non-contact. No persons were 
injured.

Cutting
August 8, 8:56 p.m., 6000 

Greenbelt Road. Officers respond-
ed to a report of a physical alter-
cation at LaundroLand Laundro-
mat at Beltway Plaza. One person 
was located and found to have a 
laceration.

Shoplifting
August 10, 4:21 p.m., 6062 

Greenbelt Road. A person was 
charged with theft after shoplift-
ing at Super Beauty.

Disorderly Person
August 7, 9:42 p.m., 7200 

Hanover Parkway. Officers re-
sponded to a report of a physical 
altercation between intoxicated 
persons outside of the Holiday 
Inn. One arrest was made.

Theft
August 5, 7:48 p.m., 9117 

Springhill Lane. A postal package 
was taken.

August 8, 4:21 p.m., 7800 
Lakecrest Drive. A postal package 
was taken.

 

PEAK SUMMER FLAVORS!

Something for Everyone!

www.greenbelt.coop

New Deal Café

Open: Mon.-Sat. 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Sunday 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Coffee Drinks & Smoothies

Bagels & Bagel Sandwiches

Come visit Co-op over at the 

Local Peaches

August 10, 5:13 p.m., 7714 
Hanover Parkway. A package that 
had been delivered was stolen.

August 11, 9:27 a.m., 7595 
Greenbelt Road. Property was 
stolen from the pharmacy at Safe-
way and one person was arrested.

Vehicle Crime
A 2014 Nissan Pathfinder with 

Maryland tags 9CC8528 was 
taken from 7901 Mandan Road.

Four catalytic converters were 
stolen. Three were from 6301 Ivy 
Lane: a 2012 Isuzu NPR, a 2014 
Isuzu NPR and a 2004 Chevrolet 
C4. The fourth was from a 2009 
Ford E-350 from 7505 Greenway 
Center Drive.

An airbag was stolen from a 
2020 Honda CRV at Greenway 
Center Drive.

Exhaust components were tak-
en from a Toyota Avalon at 7619 
Greenbelt Road.

Windows were broken and 
personal items taken from 7500 
Hanover Parkway, and 7810 and 
7480 Greenway Center Drive. 
The latter vehicle had been left 
unsecured.

A driver’s side window was 
broken at 9154 Springhill Court, 
front tires were punctured at 7500 
Greenway Center Drive, paint 
was scratched at 8001 Mandan 
Road and a blue marker was used 
to deface a vehicle.

For over a year, the Berwyn 
Heights Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment (BHVFD) struggled to ob-
tain a photograph of one of its 
former firefighters, John Leyh, 
who died at the age of 27 on 
July 12, 1956, after responding 
to a car crash in his own car, a 
common practice at that time.  
While driving home from the ac-
cident site, Leyh lost control of 
his car and struck a tree in Belts-
ville. As a result of his death, the 
BHVFD prohibited the use of 
personal vehicles for responding 
to emergency calls.  

The Video Project, sponsored 
by the Prince George’s Fire De-
partment (PGFD), aims to me-
morialize line of duty deaths of 
firefighters dating back to the 
1930s. A picture of Leyh eluded 
the project developers’ search 
until the Video Project decided 
to post its search on social me-
dia. Soon, a series of tweets was 
received by the PGFD from @
greenbeltgirl that included Leyh’s 
draft card and his Greenbelt High 
School class yearbook picture. He 
was a student at Greenbelt High 
School in 1946. NBC News ran 
a piece on the story of Leyh’s 
sacrifice and on the search for 
his photo.

This effort by @greenbeltgirl 
helped bring the BHVFD search 
to an end and to finally allow 
honor to be given to this fallen 
firefighter so many years later.  
On the department website, Chief 
Danny McCoy of the BHVFD 
stated, “Having a picture, a face 
to put with the actual person 
helps us to remember the sacri-
fice he made.”

The video memorializing Leyh 
can be viewed by going to the 
BHVFD Facebook page or their 
website at bhvfd14.org.

Editor's Note: A search of the 
Greenbelt News Review archives 
turned up two more interesting 
bits of information about John 
Leyh. He was one of 26 high 
school students who took a 25-
week firefighting course taught by 
Greenbelt Fire Chief John Belton 
in 1945. Back then, according to 
the March 23, 1945, Greenbelt 
Cooperator, high school boys 
made up half of the local fire-
fighting force. Leyh was one of 
94 graduates of 
Greenbelt High 
School in 1947.

Fallen Fire Fighters Video
Honors Line of Duty Deaths 

by Julie Rapp

John Leyh class photo from the 1945 Greenbelt High School yearbook

John Leyh

John Leyh Draft Card

- Photos provided 
to Prince George's 
County Fire De-
p a r t m e n t  b y  
@greenbeltgirl on 
Twitter.

http://www.greenbeltmd.gov/police
http://bhvfd14.org
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

JC Landscaping
Beds Trenched and Mulched,
Annuals, Flowers, Perennials,

Ornamental shrubs and trees installed, 
Small tree removal.  

Shrubs and small trees trimmed and 
pruned.  New lawn seeding or sod.  

Free Estimates
301-742-0364

Pet Care 
Services

 Long Work Days? 
Travel Plans? 

Mid-Day Dog Walking • Cat Care 
• and more.

301-260-(TAIL) 8245
info@maestrostail.com

www.MaestrosTailPetCare.com

RATES
CLASSIFIED: $3.00 minimum for ten words.  15¢ for each ad-

ditional word.  Submit ad with payment to the News Review office by  
6 p.m. Tuesday, or to the News Review drop box in the Co-op gro-
cery store before 5 p.m. Tuesday, or mail to 15 Crescent Rd., Suite 
100, Greenbelt, MD 20770.

BOXED: $10 column inch.  Minimum 1.5 inches ($15).  Deadline 
2 p.m. Monday for ads that need to be set up, including those needing 
clip art and/or borders. 6 p.m. Tuesday for camera-ready ads.

NEEDED: Please include name, phone number and address with 
ad copy.  Ads not considered accepted until published.

DROP ads and payments in the mail slot in the exterior door of 
the News Review office. The door is located to the left of the main 
entrance on the east side of the Community Center (side closest to  
Roosevelt Center and the Municipal Building). 

OVERPAYMENTS: To properly account for overpayments too 
small to warrant refunding, the News Review accumulates overpay-
ments of less than $1.00 and periodically contributes the funds to 
a registered charity. Once the office reopens, this policy will not 
apply to payments made in person.

ZELLE: The News Review is now accepting electronic pay-
ments through Zelle. Find out more at zellepay.com. Customers 
should direct their payments to business@greenbeltnewsreview.com. 

AD DESK: 301-474-4131 or ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

w

Greenbelt Auto & Truck Repair Inc.
159 Centerway Road
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770

301-982-2582
www.greenbeltautoandtruck.com

A.S.E.

A complete service facility equipped to 
perform all service requirements that your 
manufacturer recommends to comply with 
Preventive Maintenance service sched-
ules & extended warranty programs!  Also, 
routine repairs that keep your vehicles 
operating safely and reliably.

Master Certified Technicians

Auto-body, collision repairs and theft recovery damage
A.S.E. Certified Technicians, 
Insurance Claims Welcome.

Free estimates, please call for appointment

 

8F Research 1BR,1BA, Updated -NEW LISTING! 
5D Laurel Hill, 4BR 2.5BA, SOLD! 
4C Plateau Pl, 3 BR 1BA—SOLD! 

824 Dale Rd, 3BR 1BA—SOLD 
 
 Sarah V. Liska  

Broker/Owner 
Freedom Realty 
Phone: 301.385.0523 
sarah@freedomrealtyhomes.com  
 

HELP WANTED

A PRIVATE INDIVIDUAL seeks an 
experienced, detail-oriented House 
Manager/Personal Assistant to assist a 
very busy family. The right candidate 
will be outgoing, energetic, flexible 
and adaptable while managing mul-
tiple tasks and projects. Work sched-
ule is 6 days a week and 5 hours per 
day. Salary is $20/hr. Send email to  
qiwgdu1@gmail.com for more details.

LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENT 
WANTED – Evenings and week-
ends.  Guaranteed income.  Please 
send experience and availability to  
greenbeltbroker@gmail.com.

HIRING – HAIRDRESSER, shampoo 
help & nail technician. Dominick’s in 
Greenbelt 301-980-9200.

WAREHOUSE POSITIONS – 2 day-
time, part-time positions for Beltsville 
wholesale company. Come join our 
family and your Greenbelt neighbors 
in this friendly working environment. 
We need to replace our summer stu-
dents who are returning to school. $13 
hr. Tuesdays, Wednesdays and most 
Thursdays. Great opportunity to make 
extra $ for a parent who wants to work 
while children are in school or a bored 
retiree. 4-day weekends! Can take sum-
mers off!  Job entails filling, pricing and 
packing orders. Please do NOT apply if 
you need full time. Must be dependable. 
In order to be employed, applicants 
must be a U.S. citizen or provide proof 
of eligibility to work in the U.S. If 
English is your second language but 
you know some English, OK to apply. 
Desired start date – 8/24/21 or after 
school starts. 301-937-4330.

MERCHANDISE

FREE – THREE REGULAR TWIN 
mattresses (1 Beautyrest & 2 Serta) 
in good condition; one futon mattress 
(w/o the cover), and 2 metal trundle bed 
frames. 301-474-2896

FISHER PRICE TOYS – 2 large tubs, 
great condition. $25 all. 301-646-1396

FREE QUEEN SLEEPER SOFA – 74” 
long. Light floral jacquard fabric. Gen-
tly used by one smoke-free and pet-free 
owner. Beware, it’s a great napping 
sofa too. Needs at least 2 people to 
move from a first floor.  Email Jan at  
sewwhat2173@yahoo.com

SERVICES

HAULING AND JUNK REMOVAL 
– Complete clean out, garages, houses, 
construction, debris, etc.  Licensed & 
insured; free estimates.  Accept credit 
cards.  Mike Smith, 301-346-0840.

WHILE THE REST OF THE country 
is dry 
We’re lucky with the liquid sky. 
Let the rains come 
Let the grass & hedges grow 
It’s better too fast 
Than way too slow. 
So before it’s too late 
Call Lawn & Order at  
240-264-7638. 
Please remember to stay safe 
Another shot in the arm 
Is no reason to hesitate.

KELLAHER MAINTENANCE EN-
GINEERING, LLC – Plumbing, elec-
trical, painting, drywall, leaf removal, 
landscape design, flower beds, bucket 
truck services, stump grinding, pruning 
trees & removal, pole lighting, power 
washing siding & decks.  Mulch & top 
soil delivery. Dkellaher@hotmail.com 
301-318-5472. Insured. Visa, Master-
card, Discover.

MISSY’S DECORATING – Serv-
ing Greenbelt for over 30 years.  
Interior painting.  Free estimates.   
MHIC #26409.  Insured. Call Missy, 
301-345-7273.

HOUSECLEANING  – Over 20 years 
in Greenbelt area. Weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly or one-time cleaning offered.  
Local references and free estimates 
available.  Debbie, 301-523-9884.

ANGELA’S  HOUSE CLEAN-
ING – Cleaning your home like my 
own, at reasonable prices.  Refer-
ences available in Greenbelt.  Ten 
years’ professional experience.  
AngelaLazo1@hotmai l .com or  
240-645-5140.

REFINISHING AND INSTALLING 
hardwood floors – Kitchen and bath 
remodeling, painting and drywall/plas-
ter. Price structures that fit any budget.  
Call today for free estimate. Licensed,  
Insured.  301-844-8897.

LEW’S CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY – 
Free estimates, fabric samples, local 
business for over 30 years.  Call Missy, 
301-345-7273.

FRANK’S VIDEO CONVERSION 
– Convert VHS tapes/8mm movies, 
slides to DVD. LP records to CD.   
H 240-295-3994, C 703-216-7293.

PROFESSIONAL PLUMBER – To 
install, replace, repair, or upgrade your 
present plumbing fixtures.  Free esti-
mates.  No extra charge for weekend or 
evening service.  Call David Jarvis @ 
240-470-5450.  Save this ad for a 10% 
discount on future plumbing service.

G R E E N B E LT  YA R D M A N  – 
Year-round help. Please call John  
240-605-0985

YARD/MOVING SALES

YARD SALE – Saturday, 21 August, 
9a.m. – 1p.m.  Items for house, adults, 
kids, tools, furniture, books, music, etc. 
105 Hedgewood Drive.

10-2 Sunday.
Parking lot 

by Roosevelt 
Center

Masks recommended. 
Greenbeltfarmersmarket.org

We accept/match SNAP

http://zellepay.com
mailto:business@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:qiwgdu1@gmail.com
mailto:greenbeltbroker@gmail.com
mailto:sewwhat2173@yahoo.com
mailto:Dkellaher@hotmail.com
mailto:AngelaLazo1@hotmail.com
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GREENBELT SERVICE CENTER

Auto Repairs & 
Road Service

A.S.E. Certified Technicians 
Maryland State Inspections

161 CENTERWAY 
GREENBELT, MD 

301-474-8348

RICHARD K. GEHRING, HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST IN REMODELING & REPAIRS

CARPENTRY – DRYWALL – PAINTING
KITCHENS – BATHROOMS

SIDING – WINDOWS – DOORS – DECKS
LICENSED – INSURED – LEAD PAINT CERTIFIED

MHIC #84145
PHONE 301-448-8703

Realty 1, Inc. 
Our 33rd Year in Greenbelt 

330011  998822--00004444       
R1MD.com 

Linda Ivy 301-675-0585 
Mark Riley 301-792-3638 

H. Dwayne Taylor - 301-323-8384 
 

Leonard Wallace - Broker            
301-675-9036 

The Leader in 
Greenbelt Real Estate 

 

Corner Lot With Garage Brick town-
home with large yard.  Remodeled 
throughout.  Modern kitchen with new 
cabinets, counters and s/s appliances. 
Addition With Full Bath Downstairs 
2 BR GHI townhome with large family 
room/bedroom on main level.  Com-
pletely remodeled - opened kitchen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Senior Living  55+Community 2Br 
2Ba condo w/fireplace & more! Remod-
eled w/new kitchen, modern baths, 
sunlit enclosed patio, new carpt & paint. 
Estate Sale GHI 2 Bedroom townhome 
with hardwood floors, opened kitchen & 
breakfast bar.  Large fenced backyard 
opens onto protected woodlands. 
Brick townhome on corner lot Sur-
rounded by protected woodlands.  Main 
level addition with 1/2 bath and laundry.  
Opened floorplan - fresh paint & more. 
Brick Townhome with Addition Full 
bath on main level.  Remodeled kitchen 
& bath.  Central A/C, refinished hard-
wood flrs., shaded & fenced backyard. 
Large floorplan w/addition Half bath 
on main level.  Masonry townhome w/
fenced backard & brick patio.  Zoned 
HVAC system, 11’ x 17’ master br. 
One Bedroom Lower Level  Coming 
Soon.  Single-level living - no stairs. 
Currently being remodeled throughout 
with new kitchen, bath and more! 
Townhome with 2 additions 2 bed-
room GHI home on fenced, corner lot.  
Large family room addition in back, 
extra storage in front.  Central HVAC. 
4 Bedroom 3 Level Townhome Mas-
ter bedroom & full bath on main level.  
Opened remodeled kitchen, fireplace in 
lr.  Backs to protected woodlands. 
Charlestowne Village Single-level 1-
br condo in Greenbelt - no stairs!  Par-
quet flooring throughout.  Remodeled 
kit. With Stainless Steel appliances.   
Addition - Backs to Woodlands 
Completely remodeled throughout; half 
bath on main level.  Zoned HVAC sys-
tem.  Fenced yard, shed & raised deck. 
Brick Townhome 2 Bedroom GHI 
townhome remodeled throughout.  
Modern kitchen with s/s dishwasher.  
Hardwood flooring on both levels. 
Upper Level One Bedroom GHI home 
with full-sized washer and dryer in 
separate laundry room.  Refinished 
hardwood flooring throughout.  Nice! 
2 BR Townhome Remodeled GHI 
home w/ new carpet fresh paint & ce-
ramic bath.  Don’t miss this one! 
Full Attached Inlaw apartment 5 BR, 
4 Bath home with lots of space.  Eleva-
tor to bedroom level; no stairs!  2 Full 
kitchens, generator, fireplace & more. 

Need to reach us right away?  
Text ‘Greenbelt’ to 8888000000 on 
your cell phone and get an in-
stant response!  We can show 
you any listing in Greenbelt.   

Scan here with your  
cell phone and go 
directly to our web-
site!  Search all of 
the MLS and more. 

SOLDSOLD  

SOLDSOLD  

SOLDSOLD  

Your Greenbelt Specialists 
In Roosevelt Center 

SOLDSOLD  

Smell Gas?
(Sulfur or rotten eggs)
Call Washington 

Gas Light 
800-752-7520 or 911

 
 Traditional Funerals 
 Memorial Services 
 Cremations 
 Flowers 
 Caskets, Vaults, Urns 
 Pre-Arrangements 
 Large on-site parking 

Family Owned and Operated  
since 1858 

301-927-6100             
www.gaschs.com 

4739 Baltimore Avenue 
Hyattsville, MD  20781 

Phase One-C includes residen-
tial building 1C, triangle parking 
along Breezewood Drive, parking 
deck #3, hotel and Cherrywood 
Lane frontage improvements.

City Conditions
The staff conditions, number-

ing 31, covered wide-ranging 
issues, such as construction over-
sight, amenities, traffic safety 
features (crosswalks, sidewalks) 
and exterior aesthetics.  Some 
of the most important of these 
conditions are city approval of 
plans for the recreation center 
prior to construction, adherence 
to the three-phased construction 
process detailed above and a 
conceptual plan submitted to the 
city on frontage improvement to 
Cherrywood Lane consistent with 
the city’s 2019 Green Streets 
program.

A county school facility sur-
charge of $10,180 per building 
permit for Fiscal Year 2022 is 
required of the applicant as the 
county does not require a finding 
of school adequacy.

Staff had several sustainabil-
ity conditions as well: plentiful 
installation and infrastructure for 
electric vehicle chargers, explora-
tion of use of solar panels, con-
sultation with Pepco on possible 
incentives to provide for all-elec-
tric buildings, and recycling and 
composting capability. Resident 
and climate advocate Emily Freas 
pressed for stronger language on 
these conditions to make them 
come to pass.

Studies Requirement
Market studies for the ho-

tel and housing types were a 
major part of the discussion. 
Concerning the hotel, the condi-
tions require such a study done 
prior to construction to indicate 
its need in the community, with 
alternative uses for the site to be 
explored by both parties if found 
unneeded.  

Council and staff are focused 
on housing diversity, most espe-
cially affordable and senior hous-
ing. Staff recommended a study 
be required at the submittal time 
of the DSP for residential build-
ing 1C, or prior to the application 
for its building permit.

COUNCIL continued from page 1

Regarding this study, residents 
Bill Orleans, Michael Hartman 
and Lore Rosenthal all felt that 
this schedule was potentially too 
late to be effective, or needed at 
all, as affordable housing is an 
obvious necessity.  

Feedback on the DSP
Councilmember Rodney Rob-

erts, who voted against the DSP, 
expressed his “extreme disap-
pointment” at the plan’s insuf-
ficient recreation space, advising 
that all the city’s indoor recre-
ation facilities are augmented by 
outdoor facilities as well, which 
he sees absent from the DSP.  He 
noted that Greenbelt West has 
been “ignored” and “cheated” for 
too long in this regard.

Resident feedback was mostly 
much in favor of approval of the 
DSP.  Ric Gordon was keen to 
“start the ball rolling” on a plan 
that he extolled as “a smart de-
velopment for the future.”  Kris-
ten Weaver reminded that current 
use of the property is an under-
used parking lot and of the trend 
toward mall closings, expressing 
excitement over this “forward 
thinking” approach.  

Matthew Tedesco, from Mc-
Namee Hosea, spoke for the 
applicant. He cited the owner’s 
decades-long commitment to this 
property and to the city and of 
its dedication to work with and 
heed the concerns of all parties 
involved.  He felt that every is-
sue raised at the meeting was met 
in the applicant’s agreement to 
the entirety of staff’s conditions.

Prior to the vote, Mayor Colin 
Byrd praised staff for its “thor-
ough and diligent” work on this 
matter and the applicant’s col-
laborative approach with the city.  
He cited the lingering concerns 
about housing affordability and 
school adequacy, but said in con-
clusion, while “you can’t get 
everything you want, if you get a 
good amount of what you want, 
you sometimes need to say thank 
you.” 

The DSP will next be present-
ed on Thursday, September 9 at 
a hearing of the Prince George’s 
County Planning Board.

Superb real estate 
services provided by 
your Greenbelt neighbor

Kim Kash
Realtor®

m 301.789.6294
kim.kash@compass.com

             Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that 
abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Compass is 
licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in 
Virginia and Maryland. 660 Pennsylvania Avenue SE Suite 
300 Washington, DC 20003 | 202.545.6900

Thinking of making a 
move or buying a new 
home? Let’s connect! 

City Notes
Sustainability/Environmen-

tal’s new video features native 
species at Buddy Attick Park. 
Street Maintenance/Special De-
tails cleared storm debris and 
prepared a funeral site. Refuse/
Recycling collected 31.11 tons of 
refuse and 11.92 tons of recycla-
bles. Public Works administration 
viewed workspace possibilities 
for CARES at the Granite Build-
ing.

Animal Control rescued a rab-
bit from the Hunting Ridge pool. 
Four dogs, five cats, 10 kittens 
and a rabbit are sheltered. 

Kinder Camp, Summer Fun 
program, Creative Kids Camp 
and Camp Encore ended and park 
rangers facilitated 2021’s first 
softball tournament. At Sunday’s 
Art Share, local artists discussed 
artwork with peers.  

Therapeutic Recreation provid-
ed public address system training 
for Labor Day, facilitated frozen 
meal delivery for 33 seniors and 
facilitated a Golden Age Club 
meeting at the New Deal Café.

CARES’ Judye Hering met 
with Terps4Change to arrange 
University of Maryland tutors for 
CARES vocational/education pro-
gram. Liz Park hosted landlords 
and county housing representa-
tives to discuss rental assistance 
options.

A flower looking pretty at Schrom Hills Park
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Advertise here and 
read about YOU. 

Not us!
$30 and up

www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com

http://www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com
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Fifty people and numerous 
stuffed animals showed up for the 
Greenbelt Library’s Teddy Bear 
picnic on Saturday, August 14. 

Families gathered in front of 
the Library for the event that is 
annual but was cancelled last 
year. They picnicked, and then 
sat or stood and listened to sto-
ries including Can’t You Sleep 
Little Bear by Martin Waddell 
and Where’s My Teddy? by Jez 
Alborough.

The event also included songs, 
a craft where children decorated 
a paper cupcake for their stuffed 
animals, a parade, small pack-
ages of Teddy Grahams (graham 
crackers) and pre-packaged drinks 
for the children. The event was 
paid for by the Friends of the 
Greenbelt Library. 

Teddy Bears and their Families
Came Out for Picnic at Library

by Amy Hansen

Heavy Rains Flood Building 
In Parke Crescent Apartments

by Amy Hansen

At the end of the songs and storytelling and to the accompaniment of recorded march music, parents 
and children march in a parade.

A mother and daughter attend the event. The 
daughter isn't entirely convinced about it.

A father holds his daughter at the Teddy Bear picnic.

A father and his three children are accompanied by two teddy bears 
and a rabbit at the Teddy Bear picnic at the Library on August 14.

Flooding at 51 Crescent reached Walter Johnson's waist after the 
heavy rains on August 9.
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- Photos by Glenn Harris

A father and daughter actively participate in the singing 
at the Library event.

During the deluge of rain on 
Monday, August 9, the parking 
lot at 51 Crescent Road turned 
into a lake and endangered the 
residents of the three-story apart-
ment building. Nearly four inches 
of rain fell in an hour, triggering 
flash floods around the county 
and overwhelming the drains 
near the retaining wall next to 
the Parke Crescent Apartments 
parking lot. 

Resident Walter Johnson’s 
ground-floor apartment backs up 
to that wall. He said the flood 
was stunning.  

He and his wife arrived at 
their apartment simultaneously 
in two cars and communicated 
through cell phones for a mo-
ment.

“It was decided that I would 
make a mad dash for the apart-
ment, with no concern about 
getting wet. When I got to the 
door, water was at the lip of the 
bottom of the door,” he said. “We 

began to try and bail water with 
small plastic trash cans. A couple 
minutes into this endeavor out of 
the corner of my eye I saw what 
seemed almost like a tidal wave 
coming over that [retaining] wall. 
At that point any effort to bail 
water was fruitless.”

The flood outside reached up 
to his waist at one point and 
they had to call the emergency 
services to help get his wife 
out of the apartment unharmed. 
The emergency crew worked for 
three hours, noting the water up 
waist high inside and outside the 
apartment, according to Greenbelt 
Police Captain Tim White. White 
added that five people were dis-
placed from two apartments.

Johnson said the area has 
flooded other times during his 
four years in the apartment. No 
one from Parke Crescent Apart-
ments management was available 
for comment.  


