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What Goes On
Sunday, April 7 
1 to 4 p.m. Artful Afternoon, 
Community Center 
Monday, April 8 
8 p.m. City Council Meeting, 
Municipal Building 
Wednesday, April 10 
7:30 p.m. Council Budget 
Worksession on Public Safety, 
Springhill Lake Recreation 
Center
Thursday, April 11
7 p.m. Pedestrian and Bicycle 
Task Force Meeting, Commu-
nity Center, Room 112 

It’s official!  In a fast-paced 
campaign kicked off just last De-
cember, made public mid-January 
and judged by the legislature in 
late March, the Greenbelt Coop-
erative Supermarket and Pharma-
cy Rays on the Roof campaign 
won an Independent Bond Bill 
from the state legislature.

With help from the Prince 
George’s County delegation, 
Delegate Tawanna Gaines and 
Senator Paul Pinski who spon-
sored the bill to the legislature 
and Delegates Anne Healey and 
Alonzo Washington who support-
ed it, the bill received legislative 
approval, which will result in 

Co-op Rays on the Roof 
Wins $350k State Bond Bill 

by Cathie Meetre

giving the campaign the $350,000 
it requested toward its approxi-
mately $750,000 project.  It’s a 
win against the odds: requests for 
bond bills received by legislators 
often total $90M for available 
funds of $14M to $16M. Funds 
will be available around June and 
the project must be coordinated 
with the state. 

Support from the community 
was a pivotal factor.  Greenbelt’s 
enthusiasm for the project was 
evident to the legislators. Dorrie 
Bates, in her presentation to the 
legislature on March 9, was able 

Greenbelt residents walked 
approximately five miles together 
at the first Help Unite Green-
belt (HUG) Walk on Sunday. 
According to organizer Robert 
Goldberg-Strassler, the purpose of 
the walk was to bring the people 
of Greenbelt together by walking 
through the city, and he plans for 
the event to be an annual one.

“[Walking] promotes an envi-
ronment of dialogue, it provides 
an environment of just getting 
out and exercising, and it’s be-
ing together in a comfortable 
environment,” he said. Goldberg-
Strassler explained that the focus 
of the walk was for participants 

Residents Join Together 
To Walk for Greenbelt Unity

by Jack Hogan

Teachers, administrators and 
staff make a difference in stu-
dents’ lives and on March 25 the 
Greenbelt City Council and the 
Advisory Committee on Educa-
tion (ACE) honored an educator 
from each of seven schools that 
Greenbelt students attend. 

City Council and ACE Honor
Local Educators’ Excellence 

by Jamal Williams

Formed in 1995, this is the 
24th year that ACE has given out 
educator awards that serve as a 
way to give thanks to educators 
who contribute to the students 
reaching their highest poten-
tial. It acknowledges people that 
wouldn’t necessarily be at the 

forefront of appreciation, but 
nonetheless have made a lasting 
impact on students. In addition 
to handing out awards for both 
educators and students, ACE 
also initiates grant proposals and  

At the March 25 regular 
Greenbelt City Council meeting 
and the first budget worksession 
two days later, City Manager 
Nicole Ard and City Treasurer 
Jeffrey Williams gave council a 
dose of reality.  The issues they 
raised have been mentioned in 
past budgets but never so di-
rectly.  

While the city’s financial situ-
ation is good, Williams is con-
cerned that the economic expan-
sion, now in its 10th year, will at 
some point end.  The city needs 
to be prepared so that it will not 
have to take measures, such as a 
large tax increase. 

Ard’s presentation kicked off 
the annual budget review where 
council holds a series of workses-
sions mostly in April and May 
to discuss the accomplishments, 
proposed budget and goals for 
each department and to identify 
possible changes.  At least from 
the tenor of the presentation, and 
especially the Wednesday work-

1.5 Cent Tax Hike Proposed
To Fund FY2020 Budget

by Diane Oberg

session, councilmembers may not 
have much leeway in adding their 
pet projects to the final budget.

Budget Numbers
If council approves the pro-

posed budget, city employees 
will receive a 2 percent cost of 
living increase and a 3 percent 
performance merit increase. The 
city’s cost for employee health 
insurance premiums is expected 
to increase by 10 percent.   

Ard proposes to spend $31.2 
million balanced by an equal 
amount of revenue.  However, 
despite a growth in revenue con-
sistent with historic trends, Ard 
needed to propose a 1.5 cent 
increase in the city’s property 
tax rate to balance the budget.  
The city must be careful here, 
however, as Williams noted that 
Greenbelt’s property tax rate is 
already among the highest of 
neighboring municipalities.  

No fee increase is envisioned 
for refuse collection or the 
Aquatic & Fitness Center. 

ACE Educators and City Council,  front row from left: Patrick Gleason, Eleanor Roosevelt High 
School; Manuela Pagunsan, Greenbelt Middle School; Ayla Slonaker, Greenbelt Elementary School; 
Lauren Dustin, Magnolia Elementary School; Jasmine Giddings, Springhill Lake Elementary School; 
Jennifer Acree, Dora Kennedy French Immersion School; and Nina Honore, Turning Point Academy. 
Back row from left: County Council Todd Turner, School Board Member Joshua Thomas, Council-
members Colin Byrd and Leta Mach, Mayor Emmett Jordan, Councilmembers Judith Davis, Silke 
Pope, Rodney Roberts and Ed Putens.
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Challenges
Some of the budget issues 

stem from forces beyond the 
city’s control such as the uncer-
tainty surrounding federal and 
state budget priorities and grants 

Tulip Magnolia
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Robert Goldberg-Strassler and Amy Knesel at Springhill Lake 
Recreation Center on the HUG Walk
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Letters to the Editor

See LETTERS, page 6

On Screen

Aftermath: Passion After War
1946: post-war Hamburg is in ruins and the allied troops are in 

charge of rebuilding. When Rachel Morgan (Keira Knightly) ar-
rives, she finds her husband Colonel Lewis Morgan (Jason Clarke) 
has made arrangements to live in a large house with the previous 
owners, a German widower (Alexander Skarsgård) and his troubled 
daughter. The house’s atmosphere is charged with grief and pas-
sion. Written by Paring Rhidian Brook, the movie is inspired from 
Brook’s family history. 

 R, running time 108 minutes
- Amy Hansen

Letters Policy
The News Review reserves the right not to publish any letter 

submitted.  Letters are considered accepted when published.
All letters must include the letter writer’s name, physical ad-

dress and telephone number. Only the name will be published; 
the News Review will consider withholding the 
name upon request.

All letters are subject to editing for reasons of 
space, libel, privacy, taste, copyright and clarity.

Old Greenbelt Theatre
129 Centerway
301-329-2034

www.greenbelttheatre.org
Members Always $6.50!

Members' Kids Free!
Adults $9, Kids $6,  
Senior/Student $8

All shows before 5 PM: 
Adults $7, Kids $5

OC = Open Captions
CC = Closed Captions

DVS = Descriptive Video Service

Movies since 1938

Greenbelt Community Center at 15 Crescent Rd.
OFFICE HOURS: Monday 2 - 4 p.m., Tuesday 2 - 4, 6 -10 p.m.

15 Crescent Road, Suite 100, Greenbelt, Maryland 20770-1887
Phone: 301-474-4131; Fax: 301-965-8247

editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com (stories, letters, photos)
ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com (ads)

business@greenbeltnewsreview.com (billing)
website:  www.greenbeltnewsreview.com

Community Calendar:  www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/calendar

CIRCULATION   Circulation Coordinator:  Karen Yoho circ@greenbeltnewsreview.com
Greenbelt East: Contact Condominium Homeowner's Association
Circulation and Distribution information also available at:
 www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/contact-us/distribution/

Published weekly since 1937 by the Greenbelt Cooperative Publishing Association, Inc

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Cathie Meetre, president; Diane Oberg, vice president; Deanna Dawson, secretary; Ray 
Zammuto, treasurer; Tom Jones, Pat Scully and Sylvia Lewis.

Business Manager: Mary Halford

DEADLINES: Letters, Articles and Classified Ads - 8 p.m. Tuesday. Display Ads 4 p.m. 
Monday, 8 p.m. Tuesday if camera ready. Materials for publication may be mailed to 
address above, deposited in our box in the Co-op grocery store (by 7 p.m. Tuesday) or 
brought to our office in the Community Center, 15 Crescent Road, during office hours. 
Mail subscriptions—$50/year. 

STAFF
Matt Arbach, Mary Ann Baker, Peggy Barrett, Ann Bauman, Judy Bell, Judi  
Bordeaux, Melinda Brady, Jessi Britton, Rick Coleman, Jill Connor, Bill Cornett,  
Cynthia Cummings, Peter Curt is, Deanna Dawson, Justine Desmarais, 
Leigh Ellis, Angie Evans, Ana Fernandez-Napp, Kathleen Gallagher, Anne  
Gardner, Jon Gardner, James Giese, Bernadette Gormally, Jim Gray, Carol 
Griffith, Mary Halford, Amy Hansen, Peggy Higgins, Donna Hoffmeister, Rebecca 
Holober, Larry Hull, Ginny Jones, Jeff Jones, Tom Jones, Suzette Joyner, Jennifer 
Moser Jurling, Lesley Kash, Sue Krofchik, Sandra Lange, Sylvia Lewis, Jim Link, 
Marcie Lissauer, Chris Logan, Linda Lucas, Marc Manheimer, Joan Marionni, Kathleen 
McFarland, Cathie Meetre, Mary Moien, Elaine Nakash, Carolina Napp-Avelli, Patricia 
Novinski, Diane Oberg, Gail Phillips, Marylee Platt, Julie Rapp, Peter Reppert, Maya 
Robinson, JoEllen Sarff, Pat Scully, Carl Seely, Jessica Michaca Silva, Melissa Sites, 
Lola Skolnik, Helen Sydavar, Nancy Tolzman, Joanne Tucker, Jean Turkiewicz, Alan 
Turnbull, Lynn White, Janice Wolf, Karen Yoho, Ray Zammuto, Stan Zirkin and Dea 
Zugby.

News Review
Greenbelt
AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

Alfred M. Skolnik, President, 1959-1977

Elaine Skolnik, President, 1977-1985 

Mary Lou Williamson, Editor Emerita

Gary Childs, Editor

SHOWTIMES
  April 5th - April 11th

 THE AFTERMATH (R) (CC)
(DVS) (2019) (109 mins)
 Fri. 2:30, 5:00, 7:30PM

 Sat. 2:30, 5:00, 7:30 PM 
Sun. 2:30 (OC), 5:00,  

7:30 PM
 Mon. 5:00 PM

 Tues. 5:00, 7:30 PM
 Wed. 2:30, 5:00, 7:30 PM 

Thurs. 5:00, 7:30 PM

 Storytime on Screen
 Mon. 10:30 AM – FREE

THE INVISIBLE VEGAN 
(NR) (2019) (90 mins)

 Mon. 8:00 PM - FREE - 
guest speaker after film

Se Habla Español
Vaya a nuestra página web 
greenbeltnewsreview.com  

para ver artículos en español.

See our website,  
greenbeltnewsreview.com,  
for articles in Spanish.

Walk a HUGe Success
A big hand to RUAK (Ran-

dom Unselfish Acts of Kindness) 
and its founder, Robert Goldberg-
Strassler, for organizing the first 
Greenbelt HUG walk! We had a 
beautiful spring day for making 
our trek across Greenbelt, from 
Indian Creek in West Greenbelt 
to Schrom Hills Park in East 
Greenbelt. It was such a joy 
to meet and greet our neigh-
bors throughout the city, to visit 
streets and parks that some of us 
may have been less familiar with, 
to be greeted by kind volunteers 
offering refreshments and smiles 
of encouragement at each stop 
along the way, and to feel and 
witness community engagement 
and pride in our city.

There were numerous co-spon-
sors that helped to make the 
HUG walk happen, and the par-
ticipation of the Greenbelt police 
ensured safe street crossings for 
our large group. We were also 
very grateful for the Greenbelt 
Connection shuttle service at the 
end of our long walk! Our big-
gest thank you goes directly to 
Robert and the Goldberg-Strassler 
family for all of their efforts to 
make this walk a huge success. 
We hope this becomes a new 
Greenbelt tradition!

With a warm “HUG” of grati-
tude,

Laura Bonkosky 
and Bob Rand

A HUG a Day Keeps 
The Rain at Bay

Greenbelt, at its finest, was on 
full display on Sunday afternoon, 
March 31. The brainchild of Rob-
ert Goldberg-Strassler, the HUG 
(Help Unite Greenbelt) walk was 
a lovely (albeit windy) afternoon 
stroll through the nooks and cran-
nies that make up One Greenbelt. 

The walk began at Indian 
Creek Trail (near Beltway Plaza), 
with stops at Springhill Lake/
Franklin Park, Windsor Green, 
Roosevelt Center, Buddy Attick 
Park, Greenbriar and rejoicing 
at our terminus, Schrom Hills 
Park. Community members were 
welcomed at each stopping point. 
Some did the full walk; others 
came and went and still others 
took the Greenbelt Connection 
bus that served all communities. 

Throughout the walk, people 
commented on the areas they had 
never seen or known about, in-
troduced themselves to neighbors 
they hadn’t yet met and recon-
nected with friends of old. Inspi-
ration and good tidings reigned 
throughout.

The overarching message? 
Let’s do more of the same to en-
courage expressions of kindness, 
connection and community.

Simply put, thank you Robert!
Aileen Kroll

In Defense 
Of Bradford Pears

The Bradford Pear is not a 
“beast” as the March 28 headline 
for Jason Martin’s fine article on 
the subject would lead you to be-
lieve. It’s just a tree and there is 
no tree that doesn’t have its good 
and bad points – just like us.

As a city official who was 
greatly involved in the prolifera-
tion of Bradford pears in Green-
belt, I share responsibility for 
this being done. At one time, 
the Bradford was considered the 
most perfect street tree. It had 
beautiful blossoms in the spring, 
spectacular color in the fall and 
a shady canopy over the street in 
the summer. It was not too big, 
but big enough to enable cars 
and trucks to drive under. It grew 
quickly and well in the narrow 
landscape strips between the curb 
and the sidewalk and was rela-
tively disease free and drought 
tolerant. It did not procreate or 
bear pears that could plop on 
your head.

We first used these trees on 
reconstructed Southway, Green-
belt’s first boulevard. We filled 
the median with Bradfords, tu-
lips and annuals and got rave 
reviews. Prince George’s County 
designated the Bradford pear as 
an approved and favored county 
street tree. Throughout much of 
the country, it became the “in” 
tree. The city, too, encouraged 
its planting. Our greatest success 
was in Greenbriar where the trees 
formed an elegant and colorful 
canopy over Hanover Parkway.

What we didn’t know was that 
nurseries, in their haste to keep 
supply up to demand, made use 
of other Callery pears causing 
reproduction. That produced seeds 
that birds spread about. They 
germinated to become unwel-
comed, invasive trees. Those are 
not Bradford pears, they lack the 
branch spread and the color of 
the Bradford. Unfortunately, that 
train has left the station.  

I don’t know how invasive 
these offspring are. They seem to 
favor edges of woodland where 
they can get sun. Thus, they are 
found along wooded sections of 
our super-highways where they 
provide a profusion of white 
blossoms this time of the year, 
decorating our commuting routes.

All trees are hazardous to an 
extent. When I lived in Green-
belt, my neighbor had a giant 
beech tree fall through the roof 
of his house. I annually had to 
have fallen Virginia pines re-
moved from my back yard until 
I had them all taken down. Also, 
I had to regularly prune the giant 
oak next to my house to prevent 
it from dropping dead branches. 
These are all native trees.

I f  p r o p e r l y  m a i n t a i n e d 
and trimmed, the chance of  

GHI Notes
Thursday, April 4, 10 a.m., 

Storm Water Management Task 
Force, Board Room;

7:45 p.m., Board of Directors 
Meeting, Board Room

Friday, April 5, office closed. 
Emergency maintenance service is 
available at 301-474-6011.

Monday, April 8, 7 p.m., 
Pre-purchase Orientation, Board 
Room

Tuesday, April 9, 7 p.m., Leg-
islative and Government Affairs 
Committee, Board Room

Wednesday, April 10, 7 p.m., 
Member Outreach Committee 
Meeting, GHI Lobby; 7:30 p.m., 
Architectural Review Committee 
Meeting, Board Room

Thursday April 11, 7 p.m., Fi-
nance Committee Meeting, Board 
Room

mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:business@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/calendar
mailto:circ@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/contact-us/distribution/
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BOOK TICKETS ONLINE: 
 

WWW.GREENBELTARTSCENTER.ORG 
 

FOR INFO:  
 

INFO@GREENBELTARTSCENTER.ORG 
 

301-441-8770 

COMING SOON: 
 

June 1 - Cabaret Night – produced by Jeff Lesniak 
June 14 - 23  - Cat on a Hot Tin Roof  - the Rude Mechanicals 

 
 

GREENBELT ARTS CENTER-123 CENTERWAY-GREENBELT, MD 
(UNDER THE CO-OP GROCERY STORE) 

COMING SOON 
APRIL 26 – MAY 12 

Synagogue Annual
Vintage Jewelry Sale

The vintage and costume jew-
elry sale at Mishkan Torah is 
scheduled for Sunday, April 7 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. This will 
be a good time to find personal 
treasures or Mother’s Day gifts. 
Children can find something for 
mom and crafters can find objects 
to make into something unique. 
As in the past, prices will begin 
at less than a dollar, so there will 
be something there for every-
body’s budget. There will be a 
minor jewelry repair station and 
a selection of quality handbags. 
Mishkan Torah Synagogue is 
located at 10 Ridge Road at the 
corner with Westway.

Thoughtful Discussion
At Community Center

Honesty is the best policy, 
they say. How then do we ex-
plain the use of dishonesty as 
a social lubricant (“Love your 
dress.” “Great meal.” “I’d love 
to come but I have company 
(my own, which I like better 
than yours.”)? Would honesty 
work better as a lubricant than 
the small lie that eventually gets 
discovered? Can candor be kind-
ness?

The thoughtful discussion 
group that has been meeting on 
Tuesdays at the MakerSpace tells 
you truly that as of Tuesday, 
April 9, the venue will change 
to the Community Center at 
least into June, during the recon-
figuration of the pop-up movie 
theater in the MakerSpace. All 
those willing to share their hon-
est thoughts, and some cheerful 
banter, are welcome.

GVFD Open House
To Recruit Volunteers

Join Greenbelt Volunteer Fire 
Department on Saturday, April 
13 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. for 
the Volunteer Recruitment Open 
House. Learn how to make a 
difference in the community by 
becoming a volunteer firefighter, 
EMT or administrative mem-
ber of the team. Come to this 
open house to learn more about 
the fire service and local volun-
teers. There will be live demon-
strations and hands-on stations 
throughout the day. Visit the 
GVFD Facebook page, facebook.
com/engine35, for a schedule 
and updated details about the 
event. All are welcome to come 
by the firehouse to see what 
GVFD does and if they would 
like to be a part of it. Questions 
about the event can be sent to  
recruitment@engine35.com. 

Maya Angelou’s Life
And Legacy at Library

On Saturday, April 6 from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m., ACE and the 
Greenbelt Middle School Book 
Club will be reading, reflecting 
on and discussing various works 
of Maya Angelou. Activities will 
include discussing content from 
her books as well as watching 
portions of a documentary cele-
brating her life and legacy. Adults 
and youth are welcome to attend 
and participate.

Invisible Vegan Free
At Theatre Monday

On Monday, April 8 at 8 p.m. 
the Old Greenbelt Theatre and 
Vegan Greenbelt MD will host 
a free screening of The Invisible 
Vegan, a 90-minute, independent 
documentary that explores the 
problem of unhealthy dietary 
patterns in the African Ameri-
can community, highlighting the 
health and wellness possibilities 
enabled by plant-based vegan 
diets and lifestyle choices. 

This documentary offers both 
historical and contemporary per-
spectives on dietary trends among 
African Americans, showing how 
intertwined histories of slavery, 
20th-century socioeconomic in-
equalities and the rise of Big 
Food have led to the increased 
consumption of and dependence 
on meat, processed junk food and 
fast food. 

Psyche Williams-Forson, who 
appears in the film, will be the 
special guest speaker and leader 
of a question and answer session. 
She is an associate professor 
at the University of Maryland, 
teaching in the Women’s Studies, 
Anthropology and African Ameri-
can Studies departments as well 
as the Consortium on Race, Gen-
der and Ethnicity. Her research 
on material culture and food 
has been published in her books 
Taking Food Public: Redefining 
Foodways in a Changing World 
and the award-winning (Ameri-
can Folklore Society) Building 
Houses Out of Chicken Legs: 
Black Women, Food, & Power. 
Her new research explores food 
shaming and food policing in 
communities of color.

For more information, contact 
bsglick@gmail.com.

Nutrition Program
The Senior Nutrition Food 

and Friendship program pro-
vides lunches for seniors Monday 
through Friday at the Community 
Center beginning at noon. Meals 
must be reserved by 11 a.m. two 
days ahead so that enough food 
is ordered. Call 301-397-2208 
ext. 4215.

All meals, which provide at 
least one-third of Recommended 
Dietary Allowances for older 
adults, include margarine, coffee 
or tea and skim milk. Menus for 
the week of April 8 are as fol-
lows:

Monday, April 8: Baked chick-
en breast with country gravy, 
mashed spiced yams, brocco-
li, biscuit, diced peaches, apple 
juice.

Tuesday, April 9: BBQ pork 
riblet,  baked beans, collard 
greens, wheat hamburger bun, 
fresh fruit, cranberry juice.

Wednesday, April 10: South-
west chicken thigh, Spanish rice, 
Mexicali vegetables, wheat bread, 
mandarin oranges, grape juice.

Thursday, April 11: Salisbury 
steak with gravy, whipped pota-
toes, glazed carrots, wheat roll, 
fresh fruit, orange juice.

Friday, April 12: Cheese lasa-
gna roll-up with marinara sauce, 
corn, green peas, Italian bread, 
tropical fruit, apple juice.

Poetry Moment 
Reception Sunday

April  is  National Poetry 
Month. To celebrate poetry in 
general as well as local poetry, 
the Friends of the New Deal 
Café Arts is sponsoring a Poetry 
Moment reception on Sunday, 
April 7 from 3 to 5 p.m. at the 
New Deal Café.

The Poetry Moment Project 
was begun to provide people 
the opportunity to experience a 
moment of poetry as they walk 
through Roosevelt Center. The 
Poetry Moment box, mounted 
outside the entrance to the New 
Deal Café, features poems by lo-
cal poets, selected by the Poetry 
Moment Committee.

At the Poetry Moment recep-
tion, a selection of poets whose 
work has been displayed in the 
Poetry Moment box will read 
from their works. There will also 
be time for open-mic poetry. 

Local poets interested in sub-
mitting works for display in the 
box can find submission guide-
lines at newdealcafe.com/events/
poetry-moment/.

At Greenbelt Park
Saturday, April 6: Potomac 

Watershed Cleanup. Join the Stu-
dent Conservation Association 
for the Alice Ferguson Founda-
tion’s annual cleanup as park 
volunteers help clean this area 
of the Potomac watershed. Wear 
sturdy boots and clothes that 
can get dirty. Gloves and bags 
are supplied. Preregistration is 
required at nps.gov/gree. Meet 
at the Sweetgum Picnic Area at 
8:45 a.m.

Saturday, April 6: Campfire 
program. The History of Green-
belt Park. From the Girl Scout 
Camp Conestoga (1938) to NPS 
Mission ’66 and the construction 
of the campground to what might 
have been – the 1972 proposal 
for The Spirit of America theme 
park. Golf course? Horse stables? 
A youth dormitory? All of these 
were originally planned for the 
“suburban oasis” of Greenbelt. 
Campground guests and the pub-
lic are welcome for a traditional 
NPS campfire program under the 
stars. Meet at Campfire Circle in 
B-Loop at 8 p.m.

Canine Good Citizen
Test Offered April 7

Greenbelt Dog Training is of-
fering the Canine Good Citizen 
(CGC) Test and the Advanced 
Canine Good Citizen Test, de-
veloped by the American Kennel 
Club (AKC), at the Greenbelt 
Volunteer Fire and Rescue Squad 
Fire House at 125 Crescent Road 
on Sunday, April 7 from noon to 
3 p.m. 

Do you know how your dog 
would respond to distractions 
when walking in your community 
or what training you might need 
to take your dog out and keep 
them safe? AKC has developed 
tests to rate the skills of humans 
and their dogs to safely navigate 
public spaces. More specific in-
formation about the test is avail-
able at akc.org. 

Al l i e  W.  Lee ,  owner  o f 
Greenbelt Dog Training and 
an AKC-certified CGC evalu-
ator, will conduct the testing. 
For additional information, call 
301-345-6999, email  info@ 
greenbeltdogtraining.com or visit  
greenbeltdogtraining.com.

There is a fee; all proceeds 
will be donated to the Greenbelt 
Volunteer Fire and Rescue Squad 
where Greenbelt Dog Training 
classes are held.

Meeting to Discuss
Sibling Loss

On Tuesday, April 16 from 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m., Community 
Hospices offers a gathering for 
discussion on sibling loss in the 
Community Center. The loss of 
this important relationship can 
create unique challenges that will 
be explored in an informative, 
supportive and inspirational dis-
cussion with supportive printed 
materials provided. For more 
information, contact Margaret 
Capurso, bereavement counselor, 
at 301-560-6002.

View Film Shorts
With GCAN April 10

With all the craziness hap-
pening these days, take time out 
to watch some inspiring short 
videos, on Wednesday, April 10 
between 7 and 9 p.m. at the 
Community Center, Room 114.

From Sweden to Belgium and 
Germany, from Connecticut, Mas-
sachusetts and Florida to Cali-
fornia, students from around the 
world are doing something about 
climate change. Sit back, relax 
and spend the evening watching 
and discussing the images of 
young citizens who will shape the 
future. Popcorn will be provided.  
Feel free to bring another snack 
to share.

The last portion of the evening 
will be used for announcements 
and updates on local and national 
issues we are following. For 
more info, contact Lore Rosen-
thal, Greenbelt Climate Action 
Network, lore@simplicity-matters.
org, 301-345-2234.

http://facebook.com/engine35
http://facebook.com/engine35
mailto:recruitment@engine35.com
mailto:bsglick@gmail.com
http://newdealcafe.com/events/poetry-moment/
http://newdealcafe.com/events/poetry-moment/
http://nps.gov/gree
http://akc.org
http://greenbeltdogtraining.com
http://greenbeltdogtraining.com
mailto:lore@simplicity-matters.org
mailto:lore@simplicity-matters.org
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Obituaries

Holy Cross 
Thrift Store
Every Thursday 

10am – 4pm

Good, clean clothes for women, 
men and children!  

Shoes, jewelry, books, etc.

6905 Greenbelt Road
Greenbelt, Md.  301-345-5111

ST. HUGH OF GRENOBLE CATHOLIC CHURCH
135 Crescent Road, Greenbelt, MD  20770

301-474-4322
Mass Schedule:

         Sunday 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
         Saturday 9:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m.

  Daily Mass:  7:15 a.m.
Sacrament of Penance:  Saturday 3:30-4:30 p.m.

Pastor:  Rev. Walter J. Tappe

“They that are just and fair-minded in their  
judgement occupy a sublime station and hold an  
exalted rank.  The light of piety and uprightness shineth 

resplendent from these souls.” – Bahá’í Writings

Greenbelt Baha'i' Community

1-800-22-UNITE
Greenbelt.Bahai.Info@gmail.com

301-345-2918
www.greenbeltbahais.org

Mishkan Torah
Congregation

10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770    301-474-4223
An unpretentious, historic, welcoming, liberal, egali-

tarian synagogue that respects tradition and becomes 
your extended family in the 21st century.

Shabbat services:  Friday evening at 8:00 PM, 
Saturday morning services at 9:30 AM.
Educational programs for children K–12 and for adults.
Combined innovative full family educational program for parents and children.
Conversion classes.  Concert choir.  Social Action program.
Opportunity for  leadership development.
Moderate, flexible dues.  High holiday seating for visitors.
Sisterhood.  Men's Club.  Other Social Activities.
Interfaith families are welcome.

Historic synagogue dually affiliated with United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 
and the Jewish Reconstructionist Federation

April 7   10 a.m.
Fascism: A Warning

Mary Rooker, facilitator, with Tricia Most, Worship Associate; and members of the 
Congregational Read, including Keith Miller on piano.

Hear the reflections from a few of the Paint Branchers who met for seven weekly 
sessions to discuss Madeleine Albright's book, Fascism: A    Warning. Speakers are 

James Alexander, Margaret McClellan, and Mary Rooker.

Paint Branch Unitarian Universalist Church
3215 Powder Mill Road, Adelphi

Phone: 301-937-3666           www.pbuuc.org

Welcomes you to our open, nurturing community

Never put a period where a comma should be . . . 

Whoever you are and wherever you 
are on your Spiritual journey, you 

are welcome HERE.

1 Hillside Road, Greenbelt 301-474-6171 Rev. Glennyce Grindstaff

Greenbelt Community Church
Lenten Series

“Busy: Reconnecting with an 
Unhurried God” 

Join Us Sunday at 10:15
A Time for  

Every Matter

We were saddened to learn of 
the death of Margaret Lundregan 
on April 1. A funeral mass will 
be held on Thursday, April 3 at 
10 a.m. at St. Hugh’s Church.

Condolences to the family and 
friends of Sally Barcus who died 
on March 28. She had worked at 
Goddard Space Flight Center and 
played volleyball for many years.

Condolences to family and 
friends of Virginia Nagel who 
died on Tuesday, March 26 at 
Crofton Nursing and Rehab. She 
was a longtime resident of Green 
Ridge House and member of 
Mowatt Memorial United Meth-
odist Church. A memorial service 
will be held at Crofton Nursing 
and Rehab on Friday, April 12 
at 2 p.m.

Condolences to the family and 
friends of Judy Lawson who died 
on March 4. She had lived in 
Greenbelt since 1975.

Students  and teachers  at  
Springhill  Lake Elementary 
School were particularly saddened 
to learn of the death of 44-year 
teacher Phyllis Klopatch.

Congratulations to Greenbelt 
artist Amanda Demos Larsen on 

Congratulations RUAK on a Great HUG Walk

Christian Science Church
8300 Adelphi Road,  
Hyattsville, MD

The Kingdom is the Lord's.
 -Psalm 22
Sunday School 10:30 a.m. 
Church Service 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday meeting 7:30 p.m.

CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF GREENBELT
HOLY THURSDAY LITURGY 

AND POTLUCK
MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

April 18, 6:30 P.M. 
SUNDAY MASS  

AT MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
10:00 A.M.

  ALL ARE  WELCOME

			
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
 
101 Greenhill Road, Greenbelt, MD 

www.greenbeltbaptist.org 

GREENBELT 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

hosts 
Christianity and… 

Environmentalism	
Wednesday,	April	3	

7:30PM	

Transgender	
Wednesday,	April	17	

7:30PM	

Intolerance	
Wednesday,	May	1	

7:30PM	

her exhibit, Look, at the Mary-
land Milestones Heritage Center 
Gallery, located at 4318 Gallatin 
Street in Hyattsville.  The exhibit 
will continue until April 30. See 
photo on page 12.

Beverly and Joe Parisi of 57 
Court Ridge welcomed the ar-
rival of their son Michael Angelo 
Parisi on March 25. His 2-year-
old sister Zelda and grandparents 
Christina Kavanagh and Angelo 
Parisi of Greenbelt and Nancy 
Scholnick of Alexandria “couldn’t 
be happier!”

Former Greenbelters Heather 
(Martin) and Mauno Kork wel-
comed daughter Annika Sofia 
Kork to the world on March 28.  
Heather and Mauno work at the 
American Embassy in Yerevan, 
Armenia, and will be return-
ing there shortly.  Annika is the 
grandchild of Penny and Jerry 
Martin of Greenbelt and former 
Greenbelters Don Sivitz and Ann 
Piret Kork and the late Juri Kork.

Share your accomplishments, 
milestones and news in the Our 
Neighbors column. Send details 
of your news items to editor@
greenbeltnewsreview.com. 

Judy Lawson

Judy Lynn D. Lawson, 65, 
died peacefully at home on 
Southway on March 4, 2019.

S h e  w a s  b o r n  i n  1 9 5 4 
in Montgomery, W.V., to Dr. 
Charles and Leona Thompson. 
She attended college at Marshall 
University in Huntington, W.V., 
where she met her husband and 
soulmate, Gene Lawson. They 
were married shortly thereafter 
and moved to Greenbelt in 1975. 

Mrs. Lawson worked in com-
puter management and legal ad-
ministrative services until her 
retirement. She loved to read, 
mostly about cats and dragons, as 
well as work crossword puzzles 
and Sudoku. She enjoyed playing 
computer games such as Fishdom 
and loved to crochet. She would 
make all sorts of beautiful items 
for her friends and family and 
especially loved making little 
gowns for preemies.

Mrs. Lawson was also an 
avid animal lover having had 
numerous dogs and cats as pets 
throughout her life.

For many years, Mrs. Lawson 
was a member of the Prince 
George’s Choral Society. She 
loved to “make a joyful noise,” 
and formed many lasting friend-
ships with the other members. 
The highlights of her time with 

the Choral Society included per-
forming at the Kennedy Center, 
White House and other popular 
venues.

Mrs. Lawson is survived by 
her husband Gene, sisters Brenda 
Thompson and Debbie (Larry) 
Litton of Charleston, W.V., and 
two sisters-in-law, Linda Lawson 
of Washington, D.C., and Janice 
Garvin of Carolina Shores, N.C. 
She was preceded in death by 
her parents and brother, Charles 
Edward Thompson. 

A private service is planned for 
late spring or early summer.

Sally Barcus

Sally Maitland Barcus, 68, 
died on March 28, 2019, after a 
courageous battle with peritoneal 
cancer. 

Ms. Barcus was born on No-
vember 4, 1950, in Wellsville, 

N.Y. She graduated from Wash-
ington Lee High School in Ar-
lington, Va., and went on to get 
an associate degree at University 
of Maryland-Baltimore County.  
She worked at the National Re-
publican Congressional Com-
mittee, HIP and Goddard Space 
Flight Center, most recently as 
the financial manager for the 
Laser Communications Relay 
Demonstration Instrument which 
is scheduled to launch in 2020.  

For many years, Ms. Barcus 
was very active in St. Hugh’s 
CYO, coaching softball and run-
ning the bingo fundraiser for the 
Labor Day Festival. She also 
played on Tanner’s womens slow 
pitch softball team, which won 
the state championship multiple 
times. 

Ms. Barcus was loved by her 
family, friends and faithful canine 
companions, Maya and Penny.

Second to those, she loved 
volleyball. She played for many 
decades, until she was physically 
unable to do so.  Over the years, 
she played on co-ed, womens 
and senior teams. Some of the 
team names were Beer Point, the 
Delicate Flowers (where her team 
nickname was Lotus), Spiked 
Heels, Stray Cats, Volleysaurus 
Rex, MD AU Stars and MD AU 
(AU for gold). She went to sev-
eral Senior Olympic Games with 
the MD AU team and won lots 
of medals, including a gold.  On 
the court, her laugh, competitive-
ness and spirit were contagious. 

Judy Lynn Lawson
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See OBITUARIES, page  6

mailto:Greenbelt.Bahai.Info@gmail.com
http://www.greenbeltbahais.org
http://www.pbuuc.org
mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
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City Information & Events

VACANCIES ON BOARDS & COMMITTEES
Volunteer to serve on City Council Advisory Groups.

There are currently vacancies on: Arts Advisory Board, Board 
of Elections, Greenbelt Advisory Committee on Environmental 
Sustainability, Park and Recreation Advisory Board, and Youth 

Advisory Committee. Info: 301-474-8000

MEETINGS FOR APRIL 8-12
Monday, April 8 at 5:30pm, YOUTH ADVISORY COMMITTEE, 
at Springhill Lake Recreation Center, 6101 Cherrywood Lane. 
On the Agenda: Youth Advisory encouragement letters to neighbor-
ing municipalities, Crime Prevention, Advisory Committee Liaison 
Reports and NLC CCC Reports

Monday, April 8 at 7:30pm, CLOSED SESSION TO OBTAIN 
LEGAL ADVICE (See notice below)

Monday, April 8 at 8:00pm, REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEET-
ING at Municipal Building, 25 Crescent Road. Live on Verizon 
21, Comcast 71 and 996 and streaming at www.greenbeltmd.gov/
municipaltv

Wednesday, April 10 at 7:30pm, BUDGET WORK SESSION 
re: Public Safety at Springhill Lake Recreation Center, 6101 
Cherrywood Road

Thursday, April 11 at 7:30pm, COMMUNITY RELATIONS 
ADVISORY BOARD (CRAB) at Springhill Lake Recreation 
Center Clubhouse, 6101 Cherrywood Lane. On the Agenda: 
Approval of Minutes, Community Feedback, Draft Report on 
City Holiday Decorating Contest, Next Meeting and other mat-
ters as time permits.  This agenda is subject to change.

The schedule is subject to change. For con rmation that 
a meeting is being held call 301-474-8000.

Follow the City of Greenbelt on Facebook and 
Twitter @cityofgreenbelt 

PEDESTRIAN &
BICYCLE 
TASK 
FORCE
April 11
7:00pm
at the
Community
Center, 
15 Crescent, Room 112
Re: Budget Recommenda-
tions
BECAUSE SPRING! The 
Pedestrian & Bicycle 
Task Force seeks mem-
bers to join in its efforts to 
provide input and support 
regarding bicycling and 
pedestrian issues in 
Greenbelt. The task 
force meets once a month 
in the Community Center. 

Contact John Campanile, 
jbelltower@yahoo.com, 
with any questions or 
safety issues you’d like 
to see addressed.

TRIAN &
E 

y
GREENBELT CITY COUNCIL- REGULAR MEETING
Municipal Building, Monday, April 8, 2019, 8:00 p.m.

ORGANIZATION
Call to Order
Roll Call
Meditation and Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag
Consent Agenda – Approval of Staff Recommendations
(Items on the Consent Agenda [marked by *] will be approved as 
recommended by staff, subject to removal from the Consent Agenda 
by Council.)
Approval of Agenda and Additions

COMMUNICATIONS
Presentations

- Eleanor Roosevelt High School – Raiders Basketball Team 
- Earth Day Proclamation 
- Oath of Of ce – New Greenbelt Police Of cer 
- Anacostia Trails Heritage Area Update 
- Route 1 Velo (R1V) 

Petitions and Requests
(Petitions received at the meeting will not be acted upon by the City 
Council at this meeting unless Council waives its Standing Rules.)
Minutes of Council Meeting
Administrative Reports
* Committee Reports

- Advisory Committee on Trees (ACT) Report #2019-1 (Sustainable 
Land Care Policy)

LEGISLATION
  - A Resolution to Authorize the Purchase of Police Service Weapons 

- 1st Reading

OTHER BUSINESS
- Community Advocates for Family & Youth (CAFY) Victim Witness As-
sistance Program 
-  Greenbelt 20 Minute Cleanup Initiative 
-  WMATA Trail Update 
- Greenbelt Metro Station Discussion  
- Council Activities 
- Council Reports 

SCHEDULING OF FUTURE MEETINGS
NOTE:  This is a preliminary agenda, subject to change. Regular Coun-
cil meetings are open to the public, and all interested citizens are in-
vited to attend.  If special accommodations are required for any dis-
abled person, please call 301-474-8000 no later than 10am on the 
meeting day. Deaf individuals are advised to use MD RELAY at 711 or e-mail 
banderson@greenbeltmd.gov to reach the City Clerk.

OFFICIAL NOTICE
In accordance with Section 3-305(b)(7) of the General Provisions 
Article of the Annotated Code of the Public General Laws of Mary-
land, a Closed Session of the Greenbelt City Council will be held on 
Monday, April 8, 2019, at 7:30 p.m. in the Library of the Municipal 
Building to consult with legal counsel regarding Prince George’s 
County School Board.

The purpose of this meeting will be to consult with counsel to ob-
tain legal advice on a legal matter.

Bonita Anderson, City Clerk

SUMMER PUBLIC WORKS HELP
The City of Greenbelt Department of Public Works 
started a summer help program in the 1970’s that 
continued into the 1980’s. This program was re-es-
tablished in 2015 and has been a critical part of the 
Department of Public Works achieving its mission 
to this very day. The Summer Help Program allows 
young people the opportunity to gain valuable skills, 
work in a professional environment, and earn some 
money while doing it. Summer Help personnel have 
typically been high school and college age people 
that are hired during their summer break to help 
the various crews within the Department of Public 
Works. These young people are given the opportu-
nity to work with the Horticulture, Streets, and Parks 
crews learning unique skill sets attributed to each 
crew’s area of responsibility. Summer Help person-
nel will gain experience using various tools and 
equipment including power tools, tractors, ride-on 
lawnmowers, chainsaws, jack hammers, skid load-
ers, etc. They will also acquire valuable knowledge 
in plant care, landscaping, carpentry, street mainte-
nance and repair, machine and equipment opera-
tion, etc. If you are someone who enjoys working 
outdoors and wants to experience what it takes to 
keep a city running then apply for a Summer Help 
position. Applications will be available at www.greenbeltmd.gov/jobs  in a few weeks.   

Artful Afternoon
 Greenbelt Community 

Center
 15 Crescent Road

 Sunday, April 7

1-3pm: Make your own 
wooden marionette in a 
workshop with Larry An-
derson. Seatings at 1pm 
and 2pm. RESERVATIONS 
RECOMMENDED Partici-
pants will also be welcome 
on a walk-up basis while 
seats and supplies last.
3pm: Karagoz Theatre 
performs “The Magic Tree”, 
a traditional Turkish shadow 
puppet performance.

1-4pm: Artists in Residence 
studio open house and sale, 
plus art gallery and histori-
cal programs
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Need Home Improvements? 

We can Help You! 
 

Currently offering a Home 
Improvement Loan Special. 

Rate as low as 6% APR* 

 
Greenbelt Federal Credit Union 

Your community credit union 
A GHI Lender and GHI HIP Lender 

112 Centerway, Roosevelt Center 
Apply online at www.greenbeltfcu.com 

Or call us at 301-474-5900 

Rate subject to change without notice. Rate based on credit. 
Credit approval required. Limited time offer. *Annual Percentage Rate 

 
 

 
 
 

Obituaries continued
She is survived by her daugh-

ter, Erin Barcus of Alexandria, 
Va.; son James Barcus of Green-
belt; sister Joanne (Frank) Gum 
of Delmar, Del.; sister Gail (Rod) 
Brown of Ryegate, Vt.; and 
brother John (Angie) Maitland of 
Chapin, S.C. She was preceded 
in death by her parents, John and 
Ann Maitland.

A celebration of Ms. Barcus’s 
life will be held on Friday, April 
26 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
Historic Savage Mill Manor, 8502 
Fair Street, Savage, Md. 

George Daffan III, whose 
passing was noted in a previous 
edition of the News Review, was 
a Greenbelt kid from birth.  He 
grew up in the 11 Court of Hill-
side with an older half-brother, 
Jimmy Eddins.  He attended 
Greenbelt North End Elementary, 
Greenbelt Junior High School and 
High Point High School.  

George went  to  work a t 
Woody’s Flying ‘A’ Gas sta-
tion (now Greenbelt Sunoco) 
after high school. It’s where I 
met him, although I had left my 
stint at Woody’s shortly before 
George arrived.  It seems that 
for Greenbelt boys of that time, 
working at Woody’s was a rite of 
passage.  George was a mechanic 
and helped to run the station 
along with Frank Shifflet, another 
Greenbelt kid, when Woody left 
for the day and on Saturdays. 
George stayed at Woody’s for a 
number of years.  

After Woody’s, George worked 
at a fire restoration service.  
These are the folks who clean up 
the mess after a fire.  This job 
came to him somewhat naturally 
because he had become a volun-
teer firefighter at the Greenbelt 
firehouse at the age of 16.

George was first married to 
Sharon Longaneker, a Greenbelt 
girl also from the North End 
of town.  They had a daughter, 
Kelly Daffan Ernst.  The mar-
riage ended in divorce and Sha-
ron moved to Florida, but George 
kept in touch with Kelly and was 
able to visit recently for the mar-
riage of his granddaughter.

George subsequently mar-
ried Lisa Gibson from Greenbelt 
and together they had two sons, 
George Daffan IV and Vincent.  
Vinnie contracted bone cancer 
at the age of three, and after a 
battle comprised of many dif-
ficult treatments, he succumbed 
to his illness at age 4.  I got to 
know George and Lisa much bet-
ter during this time.  I started a 
fundraiser for them by selling a 
homemade tape of songs, one of 
which was written about Vinnie.

Lisa later gave birth to a 
daughter, Taylor.  When George 
first became sick, it was Lisa 
who moved in to take care of 
him, despite the fact that their 
marriage had ended. She noted  
that he remained her best friend 
until his passing.

A celebration of life was held 
for George, appropriately at the 
firehouse, last Saturday, attended 
by about 50 of his friends and 
relatives. Lisa had asked me to 

In Memoriam 

George Daffan III
by Rick Ransom

Carol Holbrook Price
Carol Holbrook Price died on 

Saturday, March 23, 2019. She 
was born on June 1, 1934, out-
side Boston, Mass. 

In 1970 Mrs. Price moved to 
University Park before moving 
to Greenbelt (6 Crescent) for 
around 15 years. She attended 
the College Park Christian Sci-
ence Church. She later moved to 
a retirement home near Princeton, 
N.J. She enjoyed simple dinners 
with summer corn, tomatoes and 
squash. She loved her family, and 
lived to serve others. 

Mrs. Price is survived by her 
three children, Muriel, John and 
Julia, and four grandchildren. 
There will be no service. 

lead it. Indeed, it was a heart-
warming affair not in keeping 
with the somber tone of a fu-
neral. Several noted their belief 
that George would rejoin Vinnie, 
“who would leap into his arms, 
like always.”  Frank related to 
me that he became George’s good 
friend because George was “an 
all-around good guy who worked, 
hard, was reliable and was a 
good drinking buddy,” which was 
also pretty much a requirement in 
the younger years. 

George IV poked fun at his 
Dad and related light-hearted mo-
ments they had shared.  He noted 
his Dad was always fixing some-
body’s car for them.  Jack Leslie 
laughingly stated that George had 
once driven a firetruck in a little 
too much of a hurry, and appar-
ently clipped some hedges in a 
yard while taking a turn. Tick 
Mangum related that when he 
was a rookie, George and Hoot 
Gibson tied him up in the boiler 
room as a “rookie’s initiation” 
prank.  Apparently they both 
went home thinking the other had 
cut him free.  When they realized 
their oversight and went to check 
on Tick, he could barely utter 
the word “water,” it being a par-
ticularly hot summer’s day.  They 
both turned and left him in there 
another 10 minutes after plac-
ing a jug of water on the floor.  
Some friends!

Severa l  o thers  spoke  of 
George’s kindness and how much 
he will be missed.  I was proud 
to be a part of this ceremony 
because it reflected the best side 
of the family of kids raised in 
Greenbelt during the years 1950 
to 1980. 

Letters continued
Bradford pears dropping branches 
is diminished. And because these 
are relatively short-lived trees, 
even though some in town are 
possibly over age 50, replacement 
plantings should be considered. I 
would suggest a city program to 
gradually replace the street trees, 
so that some of the new plantings 
can take size before all old trees 
are removed.

The problem is what to re-
place them with. Where do you 
find a tree as full of blooms in 
the spring, as brilliant in color in 
fall, as full and green in summer, 
as free of disease and as tolerant 
to extreme conditions in a con-
fined ground space?

Jim Giese
(Jim Giese was Greenbelt city 

manager from 1962 to 1991.)

Thank You
Greenbelt is great. Tony Schia-

vone is our mail carrier. Yes-
terday I had an emergency in 
my electric bed and was home 
alone. Tony came to deliver the 
mail, opened the door and yelled 
“mail” as usual. I was able to 
stop him and he came in. He got 
someone who cares for me. What 
a gift to know there is someone 
to help. Thank you, Tony and all 
Greenbelters.

Carolyn Karch

Hooray for Scouting!
I was so excited when I read 

in the Greenbelt News Review 
that a number of girls had joined 
with Boy Scout Troop 214! As a 
Greenbelt pioneer I was a mem-
ber of the first Girl Scout Troop 
in Greenbelt. At the time no girls 
were welcome in the Boy Scout 
program but that is what I al-
ways wanted. My brother’s troop 
went out camping so many times. 
He learned to make a fire and 
cooked meals outdoors. He hiked 
and learned all kinds of knots 
that were so useful. He learned 
to canoe and I don’t think he 
ever had to make a fun craft with 
Popsicle sticks. 

My troop (Troop 69) didn’t 
camp or hike or learn to canoe 
or make pioneering projects al-
though we did manage to com-
plete some important tasks like 
rolling up strips of sheets to 
make bandages for the men fight-
ing in the war. 

But I always wanted to be a 
Boy Scout so I could learn out-
door skills and now I could if I 
was still 13 and not 82. 

Scouting has always been im-
portant for me and I have been 
involved for over 50 years. When 
I was a Girl Scout Leader in 
California I made sure to include 
outdoor activities. My troop ex-

ecuted 50-mile backpacking treks 
every summer in California’s 
High Sierra for 30 years.

I became California Boy Scout 
Troop 314’s first female Scout-
master while I was still a Girl 
Scout Leader. When allowed, 
all my Girl Scouts registered in 
the Boy Scout program as High 
adventure scouts, then Venture 
Scouts. They earned the Fifty 
Mile Afoot-Afloat patch for their 
hiking. No rewards were avail-
able in Girl Scouting for their 
vigorous outdoor activities. 

Boy scouting has filled a 
needed gap for girls and I salute 
them. 

By the way, my sister Do-
reen Taylor was the president 
in Girl Scout Troop 69 in 1945! 
The troop decided to wear the 
red neckerchief with their long 
sleeved green uniform dress. 

Are there any members still 
around? 

Times do change. 
Sharon Taylor Allemann 

Bradford pear trees are in full bloom along Hanover Parkway.
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A beaver eats breakfast at Buddy Attick Park.
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LISTEN to the 
NEWS REVIEW

Visually impaired 
may listen for free
Call Metropolitan 
Washington Ear

301-681-6636
No special equipment needed

See In Memoriam for 
Phyllis Klopatch on page 16.
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Drummer Joe Park talks with a walker on the HUG Walk.
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HUG WALK continued from page 1

to meet each other and to “em-
brace Greenbelt.”

Claudette Green-Thompson, 
who walked with her brother, 
said she felt energized afterwards. 
“I see people when I’m on my 
bus, but don’t really get an op-
portunity to speak to them,” said 
Green-Thompson. “This was an 
excellent idea for us to meet and 
greet, and talk to people as we 
walk.”

The walk began at Indian 
Creek Trail at approximately 1:30 
p.m. and concluded at Schrom 
Hills Park just after 4 p.m. Par-
ticipants were invited to join at 
the beginning or any of the five 
checkpoints along the course. 
These checkpoints included 
Springhill Lake Recreation Cen-
ter, Buddy Attick Park, Roosevelt 
Center, the Greenbriar Commu-
nity Building and the Windsor 
Green Community Center.

Goldberg-Strassler said visiting 
each of these checkpoints during 
the walk was a way to bridge the 
gap between Greenbelt neigh-
borhoods. As walkers arrived 
at Schrom Hills Park, the finish 
line they crossed had messages 
written in chalk that read: inward 
action and happiness always fol-
lows a kind gesture; one little 
word can brighten someone’s 
day; and Help Unite Greenbelt. 
One walker arrived at Schrom 
Hills Park carrying a sign that 
read, “Hi Neighbor,” with hearts 
surrounding it. 

“I’ve heard a lot of people 
saying, ‘well this is the first 
time that I’ve seen this neigh-
borhood,’” said Mayor Emmett 
Jordan, who participated in the 
walk. “That’s really what it’s all 
about, sort of bringing Greenbelt 
together, because we are divided 
by major roadways.”

There was no official record 
of how many people participated 
in the walk, but photographer 
Gary Kohn estimated there were 
between 125 and 130 people.

Goldberg-Strassler said the 
walk was part of a grassroots 
movement called Random Unself-
ish Acts of Kindness, more com-
monly known as RUAK. He said 
participation in the movement 
includes gestures like smiling or 
waving to others, raking the lawn 
of a neighbor or writing a note 
to a loved one. “All the citizens 
of Greenbelt are part of RUAK,” 
said Goldberg-Strassler.

Because the HUG walk was a 
sanctioned one, the Great Green-
belt Volksmarchers conducted a 
trial walk prior to the event to 
ensure the course was safe and 
accessible. Pat Astille, who is a 
member of the Volksmarchers, 
explained that Goldberg-Strassler 
had the idea to include various 
community centers and popular 
Greenbelt locations in the course.

Goldberg-Strassler said he 
hopes for each successive walk 
to attract more engagement and 
participation and that the walk 
will inspire the RUAK move-
ment’s pay-it-forward theme. 
Green-Thompson said it is the re-
sponsibility of Greenbelt residents 
to promote this theme.

“I think it’s on all of us to 
reach out to other people,” she 
said. 

Jack Hogan is an undergradu-
ate student in journalism at the 
University of Maryland and a 
reporter for the 
News Review.

The final stop at Schrom Hills came complete with a 
yummy vegan cake.

Sidewalk chalk expresses the feelings of the day.
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Silke Pope is ready for the 
HUG walk. Cathy Groen poses at Greenbelt 

Station at the beginning of the 
HUG Walk.

Young walker Josh
Franklin Park Director of Maintenance 
Mark Pauley represents Franklin Park 
during the event.

Walkers pause to rest and 
write messages with sidewalk 
chalk outside Springhill Lake 
Recreation Center.

CALVERT FARM CSA 2019

FRUIT & VEGGIE SUBSCRIPTION
LETTUCE BE YOUR FARMER 
WWW.CALVERTFARM.COM

THURSDAY DELIVERY TO NEW DEAL CAFÉ
Free gift with every new subscription
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Greenbelters gather for the HUG walk.
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Laurel
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Lanham

Bowie Crofton

Doctors Community Health System is dedicated to helping you maintain and improve your 
health. Our network of care has offices at convenient locations.

Doctors Community Practices at Bowie 
(Primary Care) 
4000 Mitchellville Road, Suites B216 and 422 
Bowie, Maryland 20716 
301-262-0020 and 301-262-9872

Doctors Community Practices at Crofton 
(Primary Care and Family Medicine) 
2191 Defense Highway, Suite 201 
Crofton, Maryland 21114 
410-451-9091

Doctors Community Practices at  
District Heights 
(Primary Care and Family Medicine) 
6400 Marlboro Pike 
District Heights, Maryland 20747 
301-736-7000

Doctors Community Practices at Laurel 
(Primary Care and Diabetes Care) 
13900 Baltimore Avenue 
Laurel, Maryland 20707 
301-725-5652

Doctors Community Practices at Riverdale 
(Primary Care, Family Medicine and 
Endocrinology) 
6502 Kenilworth Avenue, Suite 100 
Riverdale, Maryland 20737 
301-927-0088

Doctors Community Practices at  
Temple Hills 
(Primary Care and Family Medicine) 
5859 Allentown Way 
Temple Hills, Maryland 20728 
240-563-1026

Metropolitan Medical Specialists 
(Primary Care and Family Medicine) 
8116 Good Luck Road, Suite 300 
Lanham, Maryland 20706 
240-241-7474

Health and Wellness Center 
(Urgent Care Inside Safeway) 
4101 Northview Drive 
Bowie, Maryland 20716 
301-383-2559

Schedule an appointment today.  Also, visit us at DCHweb.org.

Our experienced and compassionate team will also support your 
overall health goals by streamlining your access to additional 
Doctors Community Health System programs: breast health, 
digestive disease care, orthopedic services, surgical services, 
diabetes care and many others.

Quality Health Care
Right in Your Neighborhood

Same-Day Appointments • Most Insurances Accepted
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According to Alison Long-
worth, recreation coordinator for 
the City of Greenbelt, a contin-
gent that included members of 
the Greenbelt Youth Advisory 
Committee (YAC) had a mean-
ingful, positive and rejuvenating 
experience at the Congressional 
City Conference of the National 
League of Cities on Capitol Hill. 
Held from March 10 to 13, the 
group had an opportunity to meet 
with Senators Ben Cardin and 
Chris Van Hollen, as well as staff 
of Representative Steny Hoyer, 
primarily to discuss the issue of 
national infrastructure, along with 
education equity and justice re-
form. YAC member Malik Gupta, 
called the trip insightful, eye-
opening and a unique opportunity.

The delegation included three 
YAC members (Chair Arsalan 
Siddiqui, Vice-chair Findley Hol-
land and Gupta) along with May-
or Emmett Jordan, City Manager 
Nicole Ard and Longworth. They 
were joined by representatives of 
College Park, Gaithersburg and 
Pocomoke City.

The overarching topic of the 
conference was national infra-
structure, specifically roads, high-
ways and broadband availability, 
under the theme: mission Rebuild 
with Us. The YAC members 
mostly attended the Youth Ses-
sions.

There was an opportunity for 
YAC members to attend a variety 
of other workshops. One con-
cerned the National Youth Advi-
sory Board, which provides re-
sources and networking to youth 
organizations across the country 
for a wide variety of causes and 
initiatives. According to Siddiqui, 
another was devoted to justice 
reform, dealing with the issues of 
changes in incarceration methods 
and the need to reduce “sky-high 
recidivism rates.”

Siddiqui facilitated two work-
shops: Pooling the Power of 
Youth in the U.S. and Internation-
ally, and Social Issues Discussion. 
The goal of the first was “to 
introduce the youth delegates to 
key examples of youth voice and 
engagement as a leading force for 
change within the United States 
and internationally and hear from 
federal and international leaders 
on opportunities to lead and make 
their voices heard,” according to 
Siddiqui. In this workshop, a pair 
of panels were convened, the first 
of which included Ema Smith, 
a former YAC chair, and Ahmet 
Sogultas, from UN Habitat; the 
second panel presented a former 
ambassador to Mongolia and offi-
cials from the U.S. State Depart-
ment, Health and Human Services 
and the Peace Corps. The purpose 
of the second workshop was to 
expose youth delegates to how 
federal agencies engage youth 
and address issues of concern to 
youth today as well as develop 
priorities on issues they can ad-
dress locally.

The March 13 meeting was 
dubbed Capitol Hill Advocacy 
Day and set time for attendees to 
speak directly with their congres-
sional state representatives. Most 
were present in meetings with 
Van Hollen, Cardin and Hoyer’s 
staff. A list of talking points 
was issued focusing on many 
aspects of national infrastructure, 
including water, broadband and 
transportation, as well as several 

YAC, MD Delegates Discuss
Roads, Highways, Broadband 

by Matthew Arbach

pieces of legislation, including 
the FAST Act and H.R. 530, 
among others.

Both Siddiqui and Gupta made 
a point of bringing up topics 
of personal importance as well. 
Siddiqui stressed the need to ad-
dress how the justice system can 
reduce incarceration and promote 
better rehabilitation to prevent re-
cidivism. Gupta asserted the need 
for education equity, in terms 
of school money and resources 
being more fairly distributed 
throughout all communities. He 
said, “It’s more than textbooks. 
There is a mentality of elitism.”

Longworth, Siddiqui and Gup-
ta all found their representatives 
engaged on their concerns for 
the most part, keen to offer “ac-
tual feedback,” said Gupta, and 
the intent of “here’s what we 
can do.” Longworth commented 
that Cardin’s first statement to 
them was a direct “What do 
you want?” She went on to say 
that while their meetings were 
mainly listening sessions, the rep-
resentatives were all in complete 
agreement as to the urgency and 
necessity of the issues presented.

Van Hollen got special men-
tion because of an opportunity to 
attend an actual Fiscal Year 2020 
Budget hearing where he was 
one of the speakers, touching on 
some of the topics that had just 
been discussed. Said Gupta, it 
made him “authentic.” Of particu-
lar delight to all was a chance to 
listen to and meet Senator Bernie 

Sanders (I-VT).
Gupta said that he plans on 

entering politics as an adult, so 
for him he loved the trip and it 
had an impact on his life. Sid-
diqui is unsure if politics will be 
his future, but he looks to always 
being involved in his community 
in a positive and grassroots level.

Asked for his takeaway im-
pression from the trip, Siddiqui 
responded it showed “how things 
come together on a national lev-
el.”

The Youth Advisory Committee joins other local politicians in 
Senator Chris Van Hollen's office.
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Youth Advisory Committee members and other local elected officials 
meet with Senator Ben Cardin. The YAC delegation of Arsalan 
Siddiqui, Ema Smith (former chair) and Malik Gupta are standing 
next to Senator Cardin in the front row. Also shown are YAC liasion 
Alison Longworth (far left), Greenbelt City Manager Nicole Ard 
(far right) and Mayor Emmett Jordan (center back row).

Representatives of Goddard 
Space Flight Center explained the 
implementation of the center’s 
master plan during the Greenbelt 
City Council meeting on March 
25.

The Greenbelt campus is set 
to be finished with construction 
around 2037. The construction 
includes facilities such as an 
instrument development facility, 
a development lab and a process-
ing facility. “The master plan has 
been periodically changed and 
modifications have been made 
based on the passage of time 
and changes in the industry,” said 
Raymond Rubilotta, director of 
Management Operations. Since 
February, the full plan has been 
in its infancy stages as Goddard 
prepares for a 30-month process. 

NASA Officials Present Plans
For Goddard Space Flight Ctr.

by Jamal Williams

The purpose of the plan is to 
best position Goddard to meet 
center goals and objectives for 
the next 25 years. “A number of 
initiatives will continue to be re-
vised and implemented,” Rubilot-
ta said. The master plan contains 
information from various internal 
and external stakeholders and 
engineering disciplines. “Nothing 
is set in stone. It will go out for 
public review, as well as being 
looked at by congressional and 
state officials,” Rubilotta said.

Specific details about the mas-
ter plan will be integrated as the 
process continues in the proceed-
ing stages of work.

Jamal Williams is a gradu-
ate student in journalism at the 
University of Maryland and a 
reporter for the News Review.

A Greenbelt heron finds his next meal.
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Gospel Choir
Performs at UMD

The Maryland Gospel Choir 
gives a free concert on Friday, 
April 5 at 7:30 p.m. in Dekel-
boum Concert Hall of The Cla-
rice. Hundreds of voices have 
joined together to share joyous 
music through College Park’s 
gospel choir since its founding 
in 1975. 

Riversdale Hosts
Chamber Music

The Riversdale Chamber Mu-
sic Society will give a free con-
cert on Sunday, April 7 from 2:30 
to 3:30 p.m. at the Riversdale 
House Museum.

Enjoy a spring performance 
by talented area musicians and 
mingle with them during a post-
concert reception. Program to be 
announced.

Call 301-864-0420, TTY 301-
699-2544 for more information.

http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
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Come Celebrate Credit Union 

National Youth Month 
This year’s Youth Month Theme is: 

 
 

     
 
 

 
As your Community Credit Union, we want to help 
teach your children to learn good financial habits. 

 
Open a Youth Savings Account today!  

Greenbelt Federal Credit 
Union 

112 Centerway, Roosevelt Center  
301-474-5900 

www.greenbeltfcu.com  
 
      Federally insured by the NCUA 

offers liaison services between the 
city and the schools. 

Melinda Brady, chairperson 
of ACE, described the educator 
event as a way to highlight the 
communities’ most outstanding 
instructors. It is important “for 
them [educators] to realize that 
the community sees the work 
they do even when they think 
they’re just toiling in the trench-
es, being invisible,” Brady said.

According to Liz Park, staff 
liaison to the committee, ACE 
presents these awards based on 
nominations from area schools 
about two months in advance 
and selects one educator from 
the seven core schools. While 
educators are typically picked for 
the awards, it is not exclusive to 
teachers. “We specifically asked 
for any staff member that is mak-
ing a difference in kids’ lives 
every day. That can be anybody 
from a custodian to the cafeteria 
lady,” Brady added.

The ceremony occurs once 
a year, and it is preferred that 
a different winner is picked to 
receive the award each year. 
Among the award winners recog-
nized was Ayla Slonaker, Green-
belt Elementary first-grade teach-
er, who was pleasantly surprised 
by the recognition she received 
from her students and her peers 
in teaching. “It feels astonishing. 
I was almost crying, surrounded 
by so much support. It is a won-
derful feeling,” Slonaker said. 

Slonaker’s admiration for the 
award gives credence to the hard 
work she displayed on a daily 
basis at Greenbelt Elementary. 
“The award means that I’m doing 
something right. A lot of times in 
teaching you wonder if you are 
helping as much as you need to. 
So every once in a while just to 
get that support from my students 
and faculty is great,” Slonaker 
said.

ACE ultimately serves as a 
pathway to bring unrecognized 
educators to the forefront and 
show that anyone has a chance 
to make a lasting effect on a stu-
dent’s life. “Keep on keeping on 
because some years are going to 
be different than others, so you 
just always have to give it your 
best,” Slonaker said.

Joining Slonaker in receiving 
the ACE award for 2019 are the 
following educators:

• Jasmine Giddings, Spring-
hill Lake Elementary School: A 
T3 Grant Team Leader who is 
a model of teaching excellence, 
Giddings regularly plans rigorous 
units of study, integrates technol-
ogy and develops daily lessons 
that generate a high interest level 
in her students.

• Lauren Dustin, Magnolia 
Elementary School: Her commit-
ment to her students is evident 
when you visit her classroom. 
Dustin’s organized and purposeful 
environment allows the students 
to engage with each other and 
with the content. Her use of cen-
ters and small groups promotes 
differentiation to meet the needs 
of all students. 

• Nina Honore, Turning Point 
Academy: She teaches by the 
motto, “All students have the 
ability to learn.” Honore extends 
this philosophy to include the 
parents of her students as well. 
As a math teacher, her goal is 
for both students and parents to 
understand the lessons.

• Jennifer Acree, Dora Ken-
nedy French Immersion School: 
Acree has a unique gift of bring-
ing art to life and incorporating 

technology to display and model 
the art pieces the students create 
in class. She effectively introduc-
es new art work that reflects the 
holidays or celebrations for each 
month in a way that is fun and 
also aligns with the curriculum.

• Manuela Pagunsan, Green-
belt Middle School: Pagunsan’s 
teaching style focuses on allow-
ing students to see science in 
practice, teaching students about 
the scientific method, how to use 
scientific equipment and how to 
interpret data from their investi-
gations. On top of her hands-on 
teaching, she also makes sure that 
students understand the concepts 
and have plenty of time to ask 
questions. She puts a lot of time 
and effort into making sure that 
her students are learning in an 
interesting way.

• Patrick Gleason, Eleanor 
Roosevelt High School: Gleason, 
an English teacher, has an excel-
lent rapport with his students 
which shows through his sincere 
interest in them as individuals 
and in his consistently fair deal-
ings with them. He truly likes 
and respects his students, which 
leads to his students generally 
respecting him and being pleased 
to be in his class. He constantly 
searches for new ways to make 
his teaching more interesting and 
more informative.

Jamal Williams is a graduate 
journalism student at the Univer-
sity of Maryland and a reporter 
for the News Review.

Montpelier Presents
Fugitive Slave Lecture

On Saturday, April 6 at 2 p.m. 
at the Montpelier Mansion his-
toric site in Laurel, Professor 
Robert Rubinson will speak on 
The Fugitive Slave Cases: Moral 
Choice and Enforcement of Law.

As a teacher of legal ethics, 
Rubinson has long been inter-
ested in the tension between pro-
fessional obligations and moral 
imperatives. A stark example of 
this tension is when abolitionist 
judges were confronted with the 
question of whether to order the 
return of alleged runaway slaves 
under the Fugitive Slave Act. Ru-
binson will explore the agonizing 
choices these judges faced and 
examine documents of the time, 
including runaway ads placed 
by Major Thomas Snowden of 
Montpelier.

The lecture is free. For more 
information, call 301-377-7817.

Free Drop-in Grief
Support Group

On Monday, April 8 from 11 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Doctors Com-
munity Hospital will have a free 
drop-in grief support meeting at 
8118 Good Luck Road, Criti-
cal Care Conference Room, 2nd 
Floor. This group provides sup-
portive listening, sharing and 
psycho-educational resources to 
grieving persons. For more infor-
mation call 301-808-5671.

Cycling season is upon us and 
people with long powerful legs, 
riding focused over their drop 
handlebars, are zooming through 
the city traveling tens of miles 
at a pop and sporting lycra togs 
and aerodynamic helmets.  Other 
more sedate riders have dusted 
off their sit-up-and-beg bikes and 
are tootling around at a leisurely 
pace.  The rewards of cycling 
are significant.  It is exhilarat-
ing, health-giving and offers a 
way to see a whole other side 
of a place.  Faster than walking, 
it allows even a puny cyclist to 
cover a lot of ground quickly 
and to experience more aspects of 
the city than are available from 
a bike.  One can, for example, 
ride almost completely off-road 
from Greenbelt to Hyattsville 
for a Sunday lunch.  Or bike to 
downtown D.C. on the weekend 
and head back on metro.  Col-
lege Park Airport is a cool local 
destination on the trails and Rock 
Creek Park is a highlight. Further 
north there’s a trail from BWI 
to Annapolis.  Greenbelt Park, 
too, offers a long loop of quiet 
road. Many people don’t know, 
for example, that the East Coast 
Greenway cycle route runs right 
through Roosevelt Center.  Look 
for the little ECG sign next to 
the Sunoco station at Crescent 
and Gardenway see https://www.
greenway.org/ for information 
about this 3,000-mile trail that’s 
right here.

Greenbelt Cycling
The city has improved cycle 

provisions over the years but 
the amount of infrastructure in-
vestment has been limited and 
involves more line painting than 
the specific engineering and de-
velopment of bike-safe separated 
cycleways paralleling roads.  The 
notion of a bike/pedestrian over-
pass link connecting the three 
main city areas, for example, is 
a pipe dream that has long lan-
guished.  

The question of cycle com-
muting between, say, Roosevelt 
Center and the Metro station 
or between Greenbelt Lake and 
Goddard Space Flight Center, re-
veals that cycle lanes sometimes 
abruptly start and stop – leaving 
cyclists back in contention with 
traffic.  

Jeff and Laurie Lemieux are 
long time Greenbelt residents, 
keen cyclists, and Laurie is the 
owner of Proteus Bike in the 
Hollywood section of College 
Park.  They run numerous recre-
ational rides in and around town 
and themselves use their bikes 
extensively to get around . 

As Jeff pointed out recently, 
“People ask me if it’s safe to 
ride to D.C. every day. But in 
my opinion the physical and 
mental health benefits far out-
weigh the risk from crashes. 
But you have to know how to 

Spring Brings Out the Bikes
What’s the Deal for Cyclists?

by Cathie Meetre

avoid heavy traffic and high-
speed roads. Drivers are reckless 
and distracted, so it’s best to just 
avoid them if possible.”  He goes 
on to say, “I would emphasize 
that it’s safe and easy to com-
mute from Greenbelt to College 
Park or downtown D.C., but you 
have to know a few tricks.  Like 
how to use the Spellman overpass 
instead of Greenbelt Road.  And 
how to safely cross 201 at Cres-
cent Road to the sidewalk up to-
ward Ivy lane on the far side (the 
SHA side).  And how to use the 
new Indian Creek trail extension 
between Cherrywood Lane and 
Branchville Road to get toward 
Lake Artemesia while bypassing 
the Beltway Plaza entrance off 
Cherrywood.”

BARC Biking
Beltsville Agricultural Center, 

though not in the city, is attrac-
tive to Greenbelt cyclists for its 
shady byways and is a natural 
commuter route from Greenbelt 
to Goddard Space Flight Center. 
Narrow lanes like Beaver Dam 
Road, however, are used by cars 
as a shortcut connecting Beltsville 
to Seabrook, though this route 
knocks off only a few minutes 
compared to the slightly longer 
Powder Mill route.  Narrow and 
winding, Beaver Dam’s short 
sight distances leave cyclists 
vulnerable to speeding vehicles, 
although when it was closed a 
few years ago during the re-
placement of its one-lane bridge, 
drivers were only a little put out 
and recreational and commuter 
cyclists were much safer.

How to Stay Safe 
On a Bike

Observe all traffic signs – 
they apply to all road users

Watch out for vehicles, es-
pecially at junctions

Take a bike safety course 
with the kids

Wear a helmet
Keep kids on bikes under 

control, especially teens
Just because your kid can 

ride a two-wheeler doesn’t 
mean they have any sense

Check bike components, 
especially brakes

Use flashing LEDs, even in 
daylight.  

Do not wait at intersections 
next to trucks.  Be in front or 
behind.

Watch out for potholes, 
branches and debris.  Avoid 
drains.

Watch out for sl ippery 
wooden bridges or walkways.  

Looking Forward
Though Greenbelt’s hiker biker 

provisions continue to evolve, 
from Jeff Lemeiux’s point of 
view, “Greenbelt really needs a 
well-marked ‘Greenway’ all the 
way from Lake Artemesia and 
the New Indian creek trail exten-
sion through Greenbelt West on 
Cherrywood, past the Metro to 
Old Greenbelt and over the Spell-
man overpass to Greenbelt East. 
The Cherrywood Lane ‘green 
street’ proposal would be a start.  
Lots of green paint would help 
for much of the rest.”

A special friend visits the spring pansies
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Where is GHI Going?
On May 9 & 10, GHI members will vote for

5 seats for Board of Directors,
3 seats for Audit Committee, &

5 seats for Nominations & Elections (N&E).
These people will set the course GHI takes into 2020.

If you have questions about GHI leadership
or elections, now is the time to ask!
If you have any questions–or may be interested in 
running–come meet N&E at the:

New Deal Cafe
Wednesday April 10
6:30–8:00pm
or email GHI.NominationsAndElections@gmail.com

or call N&E Chair Tom Jones at 301-474-6001

or visit http://ghi.coop/election for a candidate packet.

To save time and money, 
avoid crowds and traffic, and 
still celebrate the cherry blossom 
season, the U.S. National Arbo-
retum offers a visitor-friendly, 
lesser known alternative to the 
traditional Tidal Basin hike.

“Why don’t we come here all 
the time,” wondered Greenbelt 
resident Terri Dunahay, stand-
ing under a magnificent weeping 
cherry on peak bloom day. “It’s 
gorgeous, free, 20 minutes away 
and hardly anyone’s here!” 

The Arboretum’s visitor center 
offers a self-guided tour booklet 
along with interesting displays 
and a friendly, informative recep-
tion.

“All the plantings invite a nice 
mid-day walk any time of year,” 
said Pete Garay, visitor center re-
ceptionist. “Of course the cherry 
blossoms are in full bloom now, 
but there’s also a unique bonsai 
collection and much more to 
see.”

In contrast to the hundreds of 
similar Yoshino cherry trees sur-
rounding the Tidal Basin, the Ar-
boretum offers the most diverse 
collection of flowering cherries 
in the United States. Strolling 
along the three miles of acces-
sible walking tour, visitors can 
relax and enjoy the landscape. 
Alternatively, the guided tour of-
fers an opportunity to learn about 
cherry trees dotting the rolling 
hills. All are well-spaced, marked 
and explained in the tour booklet.

Arboretum Has Cherry Blossoms
by Lesley Kash

Terri Dunahay and friend pose under a cherry tree at the National Arboretum.

For still more education, a 
visit to the research fields shows 
how this diverse collection en-
riches an active flowering cherry 
breeding program. The Arbore-
tum’s world-renowned botanists 
create new cultivated varieties to 
beautify America’s landscapes.

Roland Jefferson, the first Af-
rican American botanist at the 
National Arboretum, made cherry 
trees his life’s work. According 
to the tour booklet, Jefferson was 
first to realize the importance of 
preserving clones of the trees 
planted by First Lady Helen Taft 
and Viscountess Chinda of Japan. 
He started in the 1970s taking 
cuttings and by 1979 he had 

Visitors enjoy a diverse selection of mature cherry trees in full bloom.

- Photos by Lesley Kash

cloned 100 of the original trees. 
He grew, researched, published 
studies on and co-wrote a de-
finitive history of Washington’s 
cherry trees. As an international 
authority, he traveled worldwide 
on collecting expeditions, gradu-
ally gathering almost a half-
million seeds. His cherry blossom 
diplomacy with Japan led to Jap-
anese and American cross-cultural 
cherry tree initiatives. 

The Arboretum is located at 
3501 New York Avenue, N.E. and 
is open from 8 to 5 p.m. More 
information can be found on their 
website at usna.usda.gov or by 
phone at 202-245-4523.

If you think that Medicare 
for all is too expensive or that 
it’s the only long range route to 
assure that everyone in the U.S. 
has health coverage, then come 
explore this essential topic of 
American life with the Eleanor 
& Franklin Roosevelt Democratic 
Club on Friday, April 12 at 7:30 
p.m. in the Greenbriar Com-
munity Building, 7600 Hanover 
Parkway.

Among the speakers will be 
Vinny DeMarco of Maryland 
Citizens Health Initiative and 
Wala Blegay of the D.C. Nurses 
Association.

This topic has been at the 
forefront of issues that Demo-
cratic Party candidates are talking 
about in their travels to Iowa, 
New Hampshire, South Carolina 
and Mississippi. There is a range 
of approaches, from a single 
payer health care system similar 
to Canada’s setup, to a combina-
tion of government and private 
sector insurance, to providing the 
individual a public option choice.

A recent issue of Fortune 
magazine cites a report from a 
libertarian organization, Mercatus 
Center, that indicates that Medi-
care for all would result in a $32 
billion cost to the federal govern-
ment over the next decade. How-
ever, the story goes on to say 
that there are costs that the gov-
ernment and individuals together 
already pay and that the current 
system has costs as well. Fortune 
reports that the U.S. spent $3.5 
trillion on health care in 2017, or 
roughly $11,000 for each Ameri-
can, and is projected to spend 
about $47 trillion on health care 
between 2018 and 2027 (add-

Medicare For All Next Topic
At Democratic Club Meeting

by Konrad Herling

Wala Blegay will speak at  the 
Democratic Club.
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ing up what the government, 
employers and households pay). 
Today, about 18 percent of U.S. 
gross domestic product goes to 
medical spending, a far greater 
share than most peer countries.

Potential for change always 
brings about concerns, sometimes 
strong opposition. In any event, 
there’s a lot to learn about the 
proposal of Medicare for all. 
As usual, there will be a ques-
tion and answer session with the 
speakers after their presentation. 
The Democratic Club intends for 
this discussion to be helpful as 
our country determines which 
direction it should take.

The meeting is also an op-
portunity to meet old and new 
friends and to share ideas about 
the key issues of our day. Feel 
free to bring a treat to help with 
the hospitality committee’s ef-
forts.

For additional information, 
call Nicole Williams at 202-321-
4207.

Car Auction
April 8 2019     8am

4E JP Morgan Ct 
Waldorf MD. 20601

571-294-7038
Contact Keith

 
3VWKJ71K76M796621

2006 Volkswagen Jetta

2012 Chevrolet Cruze
1G1PC5SH8C7329491

Send Us Your High Resolution Photos!

The News Review encourages readers to send in photos of 
Greenbelt landmarks, activities and the changing seasons. Photos 
should be at least 300 dpi, and must include the name of the pho-
tographer and a caption. The caption must name any identifiable 
people in the photo, as well as explain the picture. 

If you are sending photos from your phone, please 
choose the option to send "actual size", or upload the 
photos to your computer first and then email the photos 
at full size. Send photos to editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

http://usna.usda.gov
mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
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Union 
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When: 9am-12pm or until truck is full  
Where: Behind the Credit Union  

 
Personal Papers Only- no plastic, 

electronics, batteries, etc. Maximum 5 
boxes/bags. 

Join your community credit union today! 
Serving the community over 80 years. 

Co-Sponsored by City of Greenbelt 

Federally insured by the NCUA 
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to tell them that contributions 
were very much on track.  Since 
that time Co-op has passed its 
intermediate fundraising target 
of $400,000 in pledges toward 
the matching funds required for 
the bond bill, though Co-op will 
continue to raise funds to provide 
a contingency reserve.   

End of the Beginning
Inspiring though this is, it is 

really just the prologue to the 
real work of making it happen. 
Co-op’s board and the project 
steering committee have been 
busy.  Work has been progress-
ing in parallel to ensure that the 
project will be ready to roll.  Pre-
liminary work on extending the 
lease and initial guesses on cost 
have given way to a signed lease 
and an increasingly solid estimate 
of overall cost.  

Presented by the Co-op team 
to the legislature as shovel-ready 
(‘shovel-ready’ yields brownie 
points with the committee), the 
project should begin this fall and  
be complete early in 2020. Con-
tractors have already responded 
to requests for proposals put out 
by the Co-op and final negotia-
tions are underway.  The roof has 
been assessed by a structural en-
gineer that established its ability 
to support a ballasted array and 
an engineering consultant is par-
ticipating in the selection process.  
It is a professional-class job and 
this was clear to the committee 
and its staffers, an advantage to 
the evaluation.

Nothing is Easy
It’s not a simple project.  The 

existing roof is old and much 
patched.  On it there sits the 
aging mechanical equipment for 
cooling the store and a number of 
other potential obstacles.  Contin-
gency planning is essential – and 
reserves must be set aside in case 
some or all of the risks are real-
ized.  Vital to the identification, 
evaluation and management of 
these risks is oversight by a pro-
fessional consulting engineering 
firm in a process, already begun, 
that will continue throughout the 
project.

Order of March
The first part of the project 

to be tackled is to evaluate the 
location and status of the AC 
equipment and make any neces-
sary accommodations needed to 
install the roof.  Next comes the 
roof itself.  Last up is the array.  
Project management orchestrates 
the scheduling of contractors and 
activities. By April, roofing con-
tractors mostly have their sched-
ules set for summer.  As a result, 

CO-OP continued from page 1

the likely start of roofing is in 
the fall with the array installed as 
soon as feasible thereafter.  This 
tentative schedule has the work 
finishing in early 2020.  

Working with the State
Not without its complexities 

is navigating the bond bill infra-
structure with the state.  Bond 
bill funds may only be expended 
after matching funds are spent, 
and there are procedures to be 
followed and standards to be 
met. The Department of General 
Services’ Office of Project Man-
agement and Design is respon-
sible for working with recipients 
to fulfill the requirements. With 
experienced project management 
in the person of Steve Skolnik 
and an effective state liaison in 
Dorrie Bates, Co-op anticipates 
a relatively smooth ride, but one 
not without its challenges. 

Keep the Momentum
Knowing the bond bill amount 

is an important element on one 
side of the financial equation. 
Final costs will come into sharper 
focus in the next few weeks.  
Only when the initial contracts 
are defined will Co-op have an 
accurate view of the anticipated 
overall financial position.  

Co-op has stated that it in-
tends to continue its fundraising 
campaign to ensure it can cover 
as yet unforeseen risks.  Much is 
still hidden beneath the surface of 
the roof and as the project pro-
ceeds, it is likely that additional 
work will be needed. In construc-
tion projects, surprises can be 
expensive.  Although the project 
team is working hard to iden-
tify and build in the risks ahead, 
much may be hidden beneath 
the roof. Having strong reserves 
gives the project team flexibility 
to adapt to necessary changes 
and capitalize on opportunities 
that may occur to improve the 
outcomes.  

A Sea Change 
Soon these columns will have 

a different tone, switching to 
construction lingo and echoing 
the clashing of steel.  Ladders, 
cranes, crowbars and roof hatches 
will replace exhortations. There 
will be action-packed photos of 
hard-hatted roofers and a new vo-
cabulary of ‘tear-offs’ and ‘modi-
fied bitumen’ to absorb.  

Congratulations to Co-op and 
best wishes for project success.

Cathie Meetre is a News Re-
view reporter who is assisting 
Co-op with a variety of tasks.  
She has no vote in any decision.

BUDGET continued from page 1

and other issues such as a federal 
government shutdown.  

Infrastructure
The city is also facing increas-

ing costs to maintain its build-
ings, most of which are old.  The 
Community Center, theater and 
outdoor pool are more than 80 
years old.  The Municipal Build-
ing and Youth Center are 31 to 
55 years old. Even the city’s 
newer buildings such as the in-
door pool and police station are 
over 25 years old.

The city has been funding 
repairs and upgrades to these 
and other infrastructure through 
current cash flow. That approach, 
however, has not raised sufficient 
revenue.   There are over $1 mil-
lion in unmet infrastructure needs 
in this budget.  

The city needs to consider 
other approaches such as bond 
sales.  The city has not raised 
funds on the bond market since 
the 2001 bond issue.   

Personnel
Ard proposes not filling two 

new positions: the mobility coor-
dinator and the volunteer coordi-
nator.  In addition, two previously 
authorized police officer positions, 
two dispatcher positions and two 
part-time CARES employees are 
not funded in the proposed bud-
get although the positions have 
not been deleted.  In a phone 
call, Williams explained that the 
police department for several 
years has been understaffed by 
five to eight officers due to re-
tirements and other departures.  
So, the budget will now reflect 
the reality that the department 
will most likely not reach and 
maintain its full complement of 
officers, presenting a more accu-
rate projection of personnel costs.  
If the chief is able to fully staff 
his department, Williams says, 
the city will find the funds to 
hire them. 

Minimum Wage
Personnel costs will also in-

crease over time, especially now 
that the Maryland General As-
sembly has overridden the gover-
nor’s veto of the minimum wage 
increase.  Williams explained 
that the city has followed Prince 
George’s County’s minimum 
wage law and is currently paying 
a minimum of $11.50 per hour.  
The state legislation calls for an 
$11 minimum in 2020, $11.75 in 
2021, $12.50 for 2022 and so on 
until it reaches $15 in 2025.  The 
increases take effect on January 1 
of each year.

Williams said that the state 
legislation would first really af-
fect the city in 2022.  However, 
as the minimum wage increases it 
will start to also affect lower paid 
classified employees.   The city 
must consider whether and how 
to adjust classified employees 
pay.  The city cannot afford to 
give all employees a $4 per hour 
raise, Williams said. 

Changes Needed
Several changes in how the 

city operates were discussed at 
the Wednesday worksession.  The 
first is for both council and staff 
to learn to say no.  They need to 
ask themselves “Can we afford 
it” when considering taking on 
a new project or program and to 
recognize that Greenbelt cannot 
meet everyone’s needs and wants.   

As city employees retire or 
leave, the city should not blindly 
replace them at the same pay 
grade.  They need to ask if this 
position is needed, especially if it 
has been vacant for a long time.  
Can the position be filled at a 
lower level or redefined to meet 
today’s needs? 

Assistant City Manager David 
Moran pointed out, however, that 
staff and council must recog-
nize that sometimes when they 
eliminate a position, they are also 
eliminating the services that the 
position would perform.   

Councilmember Edward Putens 
urged also looking at what is not 
being done.  Is the city collect-
ing all the revenue it should?  
He recalled how the city took a 
long time to evict a Community 
Center tenant that was not pay-
ing rent. Williams agreed, saying 
that sometimes we have struggled 
with doing the hard thing.  Coun-
cil had authorized the eviction of 
this tenant but staff did not get it 

done until much later. 
Putens also called for the city 

to take a harder stand against 
requests for abatements (chal-
lenging the assessed value) by 
commercial property owners.  
Williams stated that staff does not 
have the knowledge of the real 
estate market needed to perform 
this work and would have to 
contract for these services. Unlike 
residential issues, where values 
are determined by looking at oth-
er homes in the same area, com-
mercial property assessments are 
based upon the income stream, 
not the property value, which is 
more difficult to determine. 

Councilmember Rodney Rob-
erts said the city needed to stop 
property owners from rezoning 
commercial property to residen-
tial.  Commercial properties, he 
said, are our bread and butter; 
they pay lots of taxes without re-
quiring the level of services resi-
dential properties need.  Council-
member Judith Davis pointed out 
that the city does not have the 
authority to prevent a rezoning. 

Too Big?
Williams also cautioned that 

the city government may be close 
to or already as big as city resi-
dents can afford.  In addition, 
with the likelihood of a down-
turn at some time in the future, 
Williams said the city needs to 
consider increasing the level of 
reserves (fund balance) it holds.  
He said that the current goal to 
maintain 10 percent reserves is 
sufficient to ensure that the city 
can meet fund operations without 
a loan until tax revenues start 
coming in.  At 8 percent, the city 
has had to make such a loan in 
the past.  

If a recession hits when the 
city has a fund balance of 10 
percent, it will fall below that 
rate, Williams warned.  The cur-
rent guidance is to maintain 15 
percent reserves. 

More Info? 
The budget document contains 

a wealth of information including 
the city manager’s introduction, 
an explanation of the challenges 
facing the city and detailed com-
ments on each department’s bud-
get.  This document, along with 
several years of past budgets, is 
available on greenbeltmd.gov. 

Greenbelt artist Amanda Demos Larsen poses with her exhibit, 
Look, at the Maryland Milestones Heritage Center Gallery in 
Hyattsville.  The exhibit will be open through April 30.
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Art Exhibit Open

Reception for Artists
April 7 at Montpelier 

Join the Montpelier Arts Cen-
ter to celebrate talented local and 
international artists, musicians 
and vocalists at the Montpelier 
Art Center’s free April public re-
ception on Sunday, April 7 from 
2 to 4 p.m.

All three galleries will be 
filled with beautiful artwork 
guaranteed to inspire and evoke 
conversation. In the main gallery, 
see Incommunicado, an exhibition 
that investigates the art and in-
stallations of various artists who 
use text in playful and meaning-
ful ways to explore communica-
tion and human expression. In 
the library gallery, Jill Tanenbaum 
and Cathy Abramson showcase 
glassworks and paintings that 
feature the colors, shapes and 
energy found in and around ur-
ban settings. In the resident artist 
gallery, Patricia Phillips Bowden 
experiments with other painting 
media as well as 3-D objects to 
present an exhibition on cultural 
ancestry and the passage of time. 
The Montpelier Arts Center is 
located at 9652 Muirkirk Road, 
Laurel.

http://greenbeltmd.gov
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Based on information released by the Greenbelt Police Department, 
www.greenbeltmd.gov/police 

Dates and times are those when police were first contacted about 
incidents.

Police Blotter

The Department is offering a 
reward of up to $1,000 for infor-
mation leading to the arrest and 
conviction of a suspect in any of 
the unsolved crimes reported in 

the blotter.   
Call 1-866-411-TIPS.

People may anonymously report 
suspected drug activity by calling 

the Drug Tip Line at 240-542-
2145.

Robbery
March 21, 4:15 p.m., 5500 

block Cherrywood Lane. A wom-
an approached another woman 
who was standing outside Chi-
potle Mexican Grill, punched her 
and took her purse. She then fled 
on foot with a man. The woman 
who was punched said she is 
familiar with this woman. The 
investigation is ongoing.

DWI/DUI
March 23, 3:57 a.m., Green-

belt Road near Southway. A 21-
year resident was arrested and 
charged with multiple alcohol and 
other traffic-related offenses after 
being stopped for a traffic viola-
tion. He was released on citations 
pending trial.

March 24, 1 a.m., 5800 block 
Cherrywood Terrace. A 37-year-
old resident was arrested and 
charged with driving while im-
paired by alcohol and other traf-
fic-related offenses during inves-
tigation of a hit and run accident. 
He was released on citations 
pending trial.

Reckless Endangerment
March 24, 11:21 p.m., 6100 

block Springhill Terrace. What 
appeared to be a single gunshot 
was fired into a residence. No 
one was injured.

Assault
March 23, 11:36 a.m., 6300 

block Ivy Lane. Two women 
were involved in a traffic dispute 
and both pulled into a parking 
lot. One of the women exited 
her vehicle, approached the other 
woman, spit on her and then fled.

Theft
March 21, 7:30 a.m., 8000 

block Mandan Road. An unat-
tended backpack was taken from 
the hallway of a condominium 
building.

March 23, 6:15 p.m., 6200 
block Springhill Drive. A pack-
age was taken from in front of a 
residence.

Vandalism
March 21, 9:45 p.m., 6100 

block Breezewood Drive. A rock 
was thrown through the bedroom 
window of a residence. The per-
son suspected of doing this is 
known to the resident of the 
apartment. The investigation is 
ongoing.

March 22, 3:30 a.m., 6000 
block Breezewood Drive. The 

bedroom window of a residence 
was broken out. The person sus-
pected of doing this is known to 
the resident. The investigation is 
ongoing.

March 24, 7:11 p.m., 6200 
block Springhill Drive. A projec-
tile broke the balcony glass of a 
residence.

Vehicle Crime
Four vehicles were stolen and 

three of them were recovered. A 
black 4-door 2018 Toyota Camry 
with Md. tags 9DR5247 was tak-
en from the 100 block Westway 
on March 22.

A 2016 Toyota Camry stolen 
March 24 from the 9200 block 
Edmonston Road was recovered 
the next day by Prince George’s 
County police on Sheriff Road 
near Harvey Drive in Hyattsville. 
A second 2016 Toyota Camry 
stolen March 24 from the 9200 
block Edmonston Road was re-
covered the next day in the 9300 
block Edmonston Road. A 2008 
GMC Arcadia stolen March 24 
from the 9100 block Edmonston 
Road was recovered March 27 in 
the 6100 block Springhill Terrace.

In addition, a 2010 Acura TSX 
reported stolen April 19, 2018 
from the 8000 block Mandan 
Road was recovered March 27 by 
Prince George’s County police in 
the 7600 block of Poplar Lane in 
Clinton.

A 24-year-old resident found 
with stolen tags was arrested on 
March 23 and charged with theft. 
He was released on citation pend-
ing trial.

Four tires and rims were taken 
from one vehicle in the 9100 
block Springhill Lane.

Windows were broken out in 
three vehicles in order to gain 
access. In both the 7500 and 
7800 blocks Mandan Road, a 
wallet was taken from each. The 
third vehicle, on Mandan Road 
near Mandan Terrace, was rifled 
through but it is not known if 
anything was taken.

Two incidents of vandal-
ism were reported, in which 
paint was scratched in the 6200 
block Breezewood Drive and on  
Springhill Drive near Cherrywood 
Terrace. In the latter, the person 
suspected of doing this is known 
to the car owner. The investiga-
tion is ongoing.

Make a Marionette
At Artful Afternoon

The Greenbelt Recreation Arts 
Program welcomes visitors of all 
ages to a free Artful Afternoon 
on Sunday, April 7 from 1 to 4 
p.m. at the Community Center. 

Artist-in-residence Larry An-
derson will lead a free workshop 
where participants make a simple 
wooden marionette. Participants 
may start at 1 or 2 p.m. and 
the workshop ends at 3 p.m. 
Reservations are recommended 
to ensure a seat; follow the link 
at greenbeltmd.gov/arts to sign 
up on line. Participants will also 
be admitted on a walk-up basis 
while seats and supplies last.

At 3 p.m. enjoy a free shadow 
puppet performance of The Magic 
Tree by Karagoz Theatre Com-
pany, which is based in Wash-
ington, D.C. The show will be 
performed by company founder 
Ayhan Hulagu, who learned the 
art of puppetry in his native Tur-
key. This performance tradition, 
which features colorful puppets 
made of animal hide, is recog-
nized by the United Nations as a 
valued form of intangible cultural 
heritage.

Enjoy a variety of additional 
activities throughout the after-
noon. See a new art gallery in-
stallation by Leslie Shellow fea-
turing works on paper inspired 
by natural processes of growth, 
decay and regeneration. Meet 
the Community Center’s artists 
in residence at an open house 
and sale from 1 to 4 p.m. Find 
beautiful and affordable paintings, 
prints, ceramics, fiber arts, funky 
jewelry, assemblages and more.

See the Greenbelt Museum’s 
current exhibit at the Community 
Center, The Knowing Hands that 
Carve This Stone: The New Deal 
Art of Lenore Thomas Straus. 
Straus is best known locally as 
the creator of the Mother and 
Child statue in Roosevelt Center 
and the bas reliefs on the façade 
of the Community Center. From 
1 to 5 p.m. enjoy a guided tour 
of the museum’s historic house 
across the street at 10-B Cres-
cent Road for a small admission 
fee. For more information about 
City of Greenbelt art programs, 
visit greenbeltmd.gov/arts or call 
301-397-2208. Arts programs are 
sponsored in part by the Mary-
land State Arts Council.

At the Library
All Prince George’s Library 

branches will be closed on Tues-
day, April 9 for Library Ap-
preciation Day. The Greenbelt 
Branch Library will reopen on 
Wednesday, April 10 at 10 a.m. 
All branches will also be closed 
on Sunday, April 21 for the Eas-
ter holiday. The Greenbelt Branch 
Library will reopen on Monday, 
April 22 at 1 p.m.

Teen Advisory Board: Poetry 
Month Workshop. Monday, April 
8, 4 p.m., ages 13 to 18, limit 15 
participants. Earn service hours 
while making the local library 
a great place for teens. Enjoy 
snacks, meet new people, become 
a leader. Registration required; 
contact the branch either in per-
son or by calling 301-345-5800. 
(TAB meets weekly on Monday 
afternoons.)

Ready 2 Read Storytimes. 
Wednesday, April 10, ages new-
born to 2, 10:15 a.m., limit 15 
babies with parent(s)/caregiver(s); 
ages 2 to 3, 11:15 a.m., limit 
30 people. Thursday, April 11, 
ages newborn to 2, 10:15 and 
11:15 a.m., limit 15 babies with 
parent(s)/caregiver(s). Saturday, 
April 13, 10:15 a.m., Ukulele 
Stories! Enjoy stories, songs, fin-
gerplays and more at this special 
ukulele-themed storytime. Stop 
by the Information Desk that 
morning to pick up free tickets 
available on a first-come, first-
served basis, limit 30 people. No 
advance registration available.

Kids Achieve Club. Wednes-
day, April 10, 4:30 p.m. Men-
toring, reading and homework 
help for students in grades 1 to 
6. (This club meets weekly as 
a walk-in event on Wednesday 
afternoons.)

French Conversation Club. 
Thursday, April 11, 5 p.m. Learn-
ing to speak French? Join the 
club and practice speaking French 
in a friendly atmosphere. (This 
club meets biweekly as a walk-in 
event on Thursday evenings.)

Communi ty  Led 
B o o k  D i s c u s s i o n . 
Tuesday, April 16, 7 
p.m. Join friends and 
neighbors to discuss 
contemporary books 
every month.  This 
month’s book is En-
chantress of Numbers 
by Jennifer Chiaverini.

City Notes
Animal control impounded a 

bird, two turtles and two cats, 
which were returned to owners. 
They assisted a resident with vet 
care on an injured cat. One dog 
and three cats were surrendered. 
Two dogs running loose were 
returned to owners. Two animals 
were trapped, neutered and re-
leased. One dog was adopted.

Street Maintenance/Special 
Details prepared a grave at the 
cemetery.

Refuse/Recycling collected 
26.78 tons of refuse and 12.51 
tons of recyclable materials.

Sustainability/Environmental 
prepared for and led the Arbor 
Day volunteer tree-planting event 
on Saturday.

The Youth Center hosted its 
biannual ping pong tournament.

Mom’s Morning Out pre-
schoolers looked for signs of 
spring while exploring reading, 
math and science.

The Aquatic & Fitness Center 
welcomed the Special Olympics 
Swim Club.

Arts staff attended the Mary-
land State Arts Council review 
panel, where Greenbelt was 
praised for enthusiastic engage-
ment in diverse program offer-
ings for community members of 
all ages.

A new exhibition, Intricacies 
and Polarities: Meditations of the 
Natural World, by Leslie Shellow, 
is being installed in the Commu-
nity Center Gallery.

At the Healthy Caregiving 
Solutions for Dementia work-
shop, CARES’s Sharon Johnson 
introduced caregivers to free 
community programs such as the 
Memory Café, Memory Support 
Group and Caregiver Support 
groups.

CARES’s Darren Stephenson 
and two interns have conducted 
two sessions of Safe Dates, A 
Teen Dating Abuse Prevention 
Class, for youth ages 12 to 18. 

More Community Events

Daffodils are blooming.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

RICHARD K. GEHRING, HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST IN REMODELING & REPAIRS

CARPENTRY – DRYWALL – PAINTING
KITCHENS – BATHROOMS

SIDING – WINDOWS – DOORS – DECKS
LICENSED – INSURED – LEAD PAINT CERTIFIED

MHIC #84145
PHONE 301-448-8703

 
 Traditional Funerals 
 Memorial Services 
 Cremations 
 Flowers 
 Caskets, Vaults, Urns 
 Pre-Arrangements 
 Large on-site parking 

Family Owned and Operated  
since 1858 

301-927-6100             
www.gaschs.com 

4739 Baltimore Avenue 
Hyattsville, MD  20781 

RATES
CLASSIFIED: $3.00 minimum for ten words.  15¢ for each 

additional word.  Submit ad with payment to the News Review 
office by 8 p.m. Tuesday, or to the News Review drop box in the 
Co-op grocery store before 7 p.m. Tuesday, or mail to 15 Crescent 
Rd., Suite 100, Greenbelt, MD 20770.

BOXED: $9.80 column inch.  Minimum 1.5 inches ($14.70).  
Deadline 4 p.m. Monday for ads that need to be set up, including 
those needing clip art and/or borders. 8 p.m. Tuesday for camera-
ready ads.

NEEDED: Please include name, phone number and address 
with ad copy.  Ads not considered accepted until published.

Richard Cantwell/Broker: 410-790-5099
Frances Fendlay: 240-481-3851
Mike Cantwell: 240-350-5749
Valerie Pierce: 301-802-4336

Michael McAndrew: 240-432-8233
Christina Doss:410-365-6769
Sean Rooney: 410-507-3337

7829 BELLE POINT DRIVE, GREENBELT, MD 20770 301-441-1071

6632  Lake Park Dr. #203  $227,999  
New listing!  Gorgeous home in Lake Park Village. Great condi-
tion with many upgrades. Screened in balcony overlooking the 
swimming pool.   Updated kitchen and baths.  Master bath has a 
large soaking tub.  Located across the street from Schrom hills 
park.  Garage included.   This is an end unit with lots of windows!

45Q Ridge Rd.  COMING SOON!  
Renovated brick with large addition backing to the park!

7728 Hanover Parkway #303  $174,900
Totally remodeled two bedroom condo with every possible 
upgrade!  New kitchen appliances, cabinets, all new �ooring 
throughout, crown molding, granite in the kitchen and all 
bathrooms, new light �xtures, paint and more!  Just a short walk 
to the pedestrian bridge leading to Historic Greenbelt and backs 
to open park area.  Schedule your showing before it's gone!

OPEN HOUSE Sun. 1-3

OPEN HOUSE  Sat. 1-3pm

37 Years’ Experience Beltway Plaza Mall
Family Owned 301-345-2662
Unbeatable Prices & Service  

NEED CAR KEYS?
(including keyless entry fobs)

 

SMALL STORE, BIG SAVINGS!
BELTWAY HARDWARE

Law Offices of David R. Cross
Located in Roosevelt Center

115 Centerway
301-474-5705

Family Law
Personal Injury
Traffic/Criminal

GHI Settlements
Real Property Settlements
Wills and Estates

Over 30 Years of Legal Experience

HELP WANTED

LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENT 
WANTED – Evenings and week-
ends. Guaranteed income. Please 
send experience and availability to  
greenbeltbroker@gmail.com.

STYLIST & NAIL TECH – If you have 
a good following and remain employed 
with me for the term of one year, I will 
pay a $1,000 bonus at the end of the 
first year.  Dominick’s in Greenbelt.  
301-980-9200.

MERCHANDISE

STAIR LIFTS – Never walk up steps 
again! Buy new or certified pre-owned 
stair lifts at reduced prices. Installa-
tion, lifetime warranty and free service 
contract included. Call (301) 448-5254.

NOTICES

LOOKING FOR A HOME BASED 
BUSINESS that has consumable prod-
ucts that helps people and a compen-
sation plan that makes money? Visit  
www.best-homebasebusiness.me.

SERVICES

COMPUTERS – Systems installation, 
troubleshooting, wireless checkup, 
anti-virus, firewall, etc. 240-601-4163.

LEW’S CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY – 
Free estimates, fabric samples, local 
business for over 30 years.  Call Missy, 
301-345-7273.

PATTI’S PETSITTING – By a Profes-
sional Animal Care Specialist.  All 
types of animals!  Insured!  Reasonable 
rates!  References available.  Patti, 301-
910-0050.

HOUSECLEANING – Over 20 years 
in Greenbelt area!  Weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly or one time cleaning offered.  
Local references and free estimates 
available.  Debbie, 301-523-9884.

KELLAHER MAINTENANCE ENGI-
NEERING, LLC – Plumbing, electrical, 
painting, drywall, landscape design, 
flower beds, bucket truck services, 
stump grinding, pruning trees & re-
moval, pole lighting, power washing 
siding & decks. Mulch & top soil 
delivery. Dkellaher@hotmail.com. 301-
318-5472. Insured.  Visa, MasterCard, 
Discover.

MISSY’S DECORATING – Serving 
Greenbelt for over 30 years.  Interior 
painting, wall papering. Free estimates.  
MHIC #26409.  Insured.  Call Missy, 
301-345-7273.

SPRING HAS SPRUNG, and it’s time 
to let Lawn & Order get your yard done!  
Call Dennis for special pricing on seed-
ing, mulching, and fertilizing our lawns 
and hedges. 240-264-7638. 

PLEASANT TOUCH BY GWEN – For 
facials and waxing.  301-345-1849.

FRANK’S VIDEO CONVERSION 
– Convert VHS tapes/8mm movies/
slides to DVD. 301-809-0988, C 703-
216-7293.

BUYING JUNK from basements, 
garages, attics, self-storage.  Robert, 
240-515-4700.

PAINTING SERVICES –Interior/
exterior painting; drywall and repairs. 
Including sheds, fences, decks, addi-
tions. Please call 240-461-9056.  

HAULING & JUNK REMOVAL – 
Complete cleanout, garages, houses, 
construction, debris, etc.  Licensed & 
insured – free estimates.  Accept credit 
cards.  Mike Smith, 301-346-0840.

HEATING AND COOLING – We 
specialize in installing Mitsubishi duct-
less heat pump systems in Greenbelt 
Homes.  Call Mike at H & C Heating 
and Cooling, 301-953-2113.  Licensed 
and insured since 1969.

ANGELA’S  HOUSE CLEAN -
ING – Cleaning your home like my 
own, at reasonable prices. Refer-
ence available in Greenbelt. Ten 
years  professional  experience.  
AngelaLazo1@hotmail.com or 240-
645-5140.

GREENBELT YARD MAN – Spring 
cleanup and removal, mowing, weed-
ing, etc.  Call John, 240-605-0985.  
Reasonable rates.

YARD WORK – Spring Cleaning and 
Planting. Let’s make your yard beauti-
ful. Greenbelt Native. Reasonable rates. 
Miriam 301-852-3330.  

HARRIS LOCK & KEY SERVICE – 
Mobile service: repairing, rekeying and 
installation. 240-595-9344.

LEAVES MULCHED – Gardenside 
and Service side $25. Cheaper and 
environmentally better. 301-213-3273.  

YARD SALES

YARD SALE – Saturday, April 6, 
UMW Rummage Sale & Indoor Flea 
Market! 10 -1, Emmanuel UMC, 11416 
Cedar Ln, Beltsville. Bake Sale, Lunch, 
Books, Housewares, Toys & More! Ta-
ble Rental $20. Office (301) 937-7114. 
Proceeds benefit women and children 
through approved UMW Missions.  

MOVING SALE – Saturday, April 13, 
9 to 1. 56-C Crescent Road. Furniture, 
tools, toys, clothes. Everything must go.  

YARD SALE – Saturday 4/6/19. 10:00 
a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Boxwood Village, 101 
Rosewood Drive.  

mailto:greenbeltbroker@gmail.com
http://www.best-homebasebusiness.me
mailto:Dkellaher@hotmail.com
mailto:AngelaLazo1@hotmail.com
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GREENBELT SERVICE CENTER

Auto Repairs & 
Road Service

A.S.E. Certified Technicians 
Maryland State Inspections

161 CENTERWAY 
GREENBELT, MD 

301-474-8348





















  
     
      
 
    

    

    

 
      
     

    
      
















    

    

    
     


     
   
     

   
     


    
     
 

     
     
     

  

    

 
     


   

     

     

    

    
  
    

    
 
    

     
       



     
  
      
     



   

    



 

















GREENBELT FARMERS MARKET!!  
Sunday’s  May 12 – Nov. 24  #ProudSponsor       !      

***FEATURED LISTING!!!*** 
4B Hillside Rd, 2BR,1BA Brick Int. $199,900.00 

FULLY RENOVATED!!!  KITCHEN, BATH, FLOORING, PAINT, ETC!!! 
***FOR SALE*** 

4B Hillside Rd, 2BR,1BA Brick Int. $199,900.00 
11F Hillside Rd 2BR,1BA Frame Int. $119,750.00 

 
 

***UNDER CONTRACT*** 
123 Northway, 5BR,2BA SFH ~ Fully Renovated!! 

45G Ridge Rd, 4BR,2BA $275,000.00 
9A Ridge Road, 3BR,1BA End 

33H Ridge Rd, 2BA,1.5BA Block Int. 
1344 Becket Road, 3BR,2.5BA 
5833 Melville RD, 4BR,2.5BA 

 

Sarah V. Liska  
Broker/Owner 
Freedom Realty 
Phone: 301.385.0523 
sarah@freedomrealtymd.com  
www.freedomrealtymd.com 
Serving Greenbelt since 2001 
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Serving Greenbelt since 2001 

w

Greenbelt Auto & Truck Repair Inc.
159 Centerway Road
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770

301-982-2582
www.greenbeltautoandtruck.com

A.S.E.

A complete service facility equipped to 
perform all service requirements that your 
manufacturer recommends to comply with 
Preventive Maintenance service sched-
ules & extended warranty programs!  Also, 
routine repairs that keep your vehicles 
operating safely and reliably.

Master Certified Technicians

Auto-body, collision repairs and theft recovery damage
A.S.E. Certified Technicians, 
Insurance Claims Welcome.

Free estimates, please call for appointment

JC Landscaping
Beds Trenched and Mulched,
Annuals, Flowers, Perennials,

Ornamental shrubs and trees installed, 
Small tree removal.  

Shrubs and small trees trimmed and 
pruned.  New lawn seeding or sod.  

Free Estimates
301-742-0364

Pet Care 
Services

 Long Work Days? 
Travel Plans? 

Mid-Day Dog Walking • Cat Care 
• and more.

301-260-(TAIL) 8245
info@maestrostail.com

www.MaestrosTailPetCare.com

Michael  O’Brien, Realtor   
240-464-8998    obrien@wfchesley.com 

 

                12 Greendale Pl  Greenbelt, MD  

 
The Spring market is 
underway...if you’re  

considering buying or 
selling a home, now is a 

great time!  
 

Please contact me for a 
free market analysis. 

 
Specialist in residential 

real estate & investment 
properties. 

On March 12, multiple ce-
lebrities were accused of paying 
for their children’s success on 
their SATs. Celebrities such as 
Felicity Huffman allegedly paid 
school officials to increase their 
children’s chances of getting into 
top tier universities. As students 
anxiously await responses from 
colleges, many are left wondering 
if recent allegations of dishonesty 
and cheating may have affected 
their results.

Many Eleanor Roosevelt High 
School students going through the 
application process said they were 
outraged.

When asked about his reac-
tion to the scandal, Junior Kalil 
Greenfield said he was, “sur-
prised, yet I was at the same time 
thinking to myself ‘Of course this 
would happen,”’ he says this “be-
cause not enough security is be-
ing done at SAT exams in order 
to prevent this from occurring.” 
When he shared his own experi-
ence, Greenfield noted when he 
took the SAT, “they didn’t even 
check to see if my face matched 
my ID.” He adds that to prevent 
this, “they also need to have 
cameras in the testing site; that 
way you can see if someone 
breaks their neck to look over 
their shoulder, in order to see 
if someone is reading some-
one else’s answer.” This outrage 
is shared by seniors, especially 
those who have applied to top 
tier schools and haven’t gotten in. 
A high school senior who wishes 
to remain anonymous due to fear 
of backlash from school officials 
thinks “this scandal is a slap to 
the face to people who work hard 
in life to get into the colleges 
they want …. Seeing someone 
who makes it into college be-

cause they have the money to 
influence the admissions process 
really shows that the system is 
broken.” The senior adds “you 
can’t stop everyone, but prevent-
ing future cheating through set-
ting an example now is a good 
start.”

Students also believe that this 
is harmful for the children in-
volved. Senior Kierra Mayo be-
lieves that “it leaves wealthy 
children oblivious to the value 
of hard work and being rewarded 
for such hard work unless it is 
taught to them by their wealthy 
family.” Mayo thinks that the 
only way to stop this kind of be-
havior is “to ensure that the SAT 
score given to the child is a score 
that is earned and not paid for.”

Spanish teacher Hubert Wil-
loughby has taught many students 
admitted to the colleges involved 
in the scandal. “I have students 
who really work hard at school 
and some went to Yale. I also 
have students who were denied 
those scholarships maybe because 
of what we have been hearing 
about.” Willoughby was enraged 
by the scandal. “We push our 
kids to excel and don’t settle for 
mediocrity,” he said. He contin-
ued, “the thing is for every one 
of those privileged people who 
got in the wrong way, one of our 
kids who worked the right way 
was denied an opportunity to get 
in.” Willoughby said that there 
might be some positive outcome 
to the scandal. “I think it might 
be a booster for some of the kids 

who perhaps did not get into the 
program can now understand 
why, that it was not their fault 
as the applicant, that it was a 
lot of crooked, underhand stuff 
that denied them entry into the 
program.”  

Louisa Ellison and Nathaniel 
Hawkes are students at Eleanor 
Roosevelt High School and mem-
bers of the Raider Review student 
newspaper staff.

ERHS Students, Teachers Speak
Out on College Entrance Scandal

by Louisa Ellison and Nathaniel Hawkes

Arts Exchange Holds
Belly Dance Show

Raq Out! The 10th anniver-
sary show of the College Park 
Arts Exchange will be held on 
Saturday, April 6 from 5 to 7 
p.m. at the Old Parish House in 
College Park.

Come celebrate one decade of 
exploring the cultural diversity 
of belly dance. The performance 
is free.

Ella Fitzgerald Focus
Of Marietta Program

The African American Women 
in Music Lecture Series continues 
with The Music of Ella Fitzgerald 
on Saturday, April 6 at 1 p.m. at 
the Marietta House Museum in 
Glenn Dale.

Light refreshments will be 
served during a meet and greet 
following the program. There is 
a small fee.

Call 301-464-5291, TTY 301-
699-2544 for more information.
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Greenbelt 301.474.4144 | Shipley’s Choice Medical Park 410.987.8800

MCCARL
 DENTAL GROUP

www.McCarlDental.com

$55 NEW PATIENT VISIT 
INCLUDES DENTAL EXAM CLEANING AND X-RAYS

We Welcome New Patients!

Over 250 5-star reviews!

Dr. Jay McCarl, Dr. Dianna Lee, Dr. Clayton McCarl, Dr. Richard Duarte, and Dr. David McCarl 
are licensed general dentists.

Students from Jennifer Rosen-
berg Haouck’s second-grade class 
at Greenbelt Elementary School 
(GES) are learning about the 
cycle of the plant in science 
class with dancer Lisa Pellittiere.  
With her direction, the students 
have put together a dance narra-
tive beginning with the tiny seed.  
Through dance and movement, 
the seeds sprout, grow, form 
flowers, are visited by pollinators, 
and then create and spread new 
seeds. GES is in its 5th year as 
an arts integrated school, where 
different subjects are taught 
through art forms like music, 
painting, or dance. Integrating 
the arts is an engaging way to 
teach, as students use the creative 
process to gain understanding 
through an art form.

Pellittiere visited each second-
grade classroom three times to 
teach students topics such as 
germination and pollination.  This 
project is funded by The Family 
Art Fund, a partnership between 
the PTA and the Greenbelt Asso-
ciation for the Arts, which brings 
local artists into the school to 
enhance the regular curriculum. 

GES Second Graders Portray
Plant Growth Using Dance

by Ingrid Cowan Hass

Kellen Mays uses his arm to show the root of a seed germinating.

Zoe Greve, as a bee, pollinates the flower, portrayed by 
Jessie-Marie Brown.

- Photos by Ingrid Cowan Hass

P h y l l i s 
Klopatch was 
born on Au-
gust 10, 1952, 
and died on 
M a r c h  2 3 , 
2019. In be-
t w e e n  s h e 
spent 44 years 
t e a c h i n g  a t 
S p r i n g h i l l 
Lake Elemen-
ta ry  School 
(SHLES), as 
t h i r d -  a n d 
f i f t h - g r a d e 
teacher and finally as a teach-
er of English for Speakers of 
Other Languages (ESOL).  She 
was a graduate of the Univer-
sity of Maryland and an ardent 
Terps fan. She was a member of 
Our Lady of the Fields Catho-
lic Church, where a Mass of 
Christian burial was offered on 
March 27. She leaves behind her 
brother, William, her two beagles, 
Abby and Frisky, and an entire 
family at SHLES.

Many people who knew and 
loved her expressed their feel-
ings and remembrances about 
Klopatch. One of her students 
said, “She would always smile 
when she saw me in the hall-
way.”

Maria Frontanes, ESOL teach-
er at SHLES, said that, “with 
Phyllis, you always knew you 
could expect warmth, generosity 
and professionalism. She gave all 
of herself to her family, friends, 
students, mentees, colleagues 

In Memoriam

SHLES Fondly Remembers 
Teacher Phyllis Klopatch 

 by Eliza Hughes and Anne Wallace

Phyllis Klopatch
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and fur ba-
bies, which 
she loved 
so  much . 
S h e  w a s 
always the 
first to start 
t h e  m o s t 
t e d i o u s 
task, even 
w h e n  n o 
one asked 
her to do 
so.”  Mrs. 
N i x o n , 
first-grade 

teacher at the school, remembered 
that she was a pillar of Springhill 
Lake who “devoted her life to 
this school community.”  Another 
student, remembering her in-
volvement with students and their 
families, shared, “one memory I 
have is when Ms. Klopatch told 
me and my mom about how my 
brother was doing (in school). 
Then, me and my mom would 
help him.” 

Mrs. Seidel-Huseman, another 
teacher, added, “as I thought 
about Phyllis, I couldn’t stop 
thinking how much it meant to 
me when I heard that she had 
complimented me during my 
first years of teaching. If you’ve 
taught before, you know how 
difficult that time is and to hear 
that from an expert was really 
special.” 

And in a fond farewell, still 
another of Kopatch’s students 
said: “Te vamos a extrañar.” (We 
will miss you.) 

Dance teacher Lisa Pellittiere discusses 
the germination of a seed.

Lisa Pellittiere waters the sprouting 
seeds.

Buyers flock to the Greenbelt MakerSpace rummage sale 
on Sunday, March 31. MakerSpace has mostly moved out 
of 125 Centerway and has found housing for many of its 
programs in other places in the city. Old Greenbelt Theatre 
plans to expand into the former MakerSpace home, using it 
as a pop-up theater during the theaterʼs HVAC renovation.

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
A

M
Y 

H
A

N
SE

N

MakerSpace Moving Sale


